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Meter mistakes 
to be ploughed 
back into better 
parking facilities 

PARKING fees paid mistakenly into meters 
on Sandwell Council-owned car parks in the 
run-up to Christmas will be ploughed back 
into improving facilities it has been promised 
by the authority. 

Council leader Darren Cooper said the council 
could not calculate how many drivers had paid 
unnecessarily while car parks were free from 
December 11 to Christmas day, in a move to encour¬ 
age shoppers across the borough. 

He added: “Free car parking in the run-up to 
Christmas was introduced to help people during a 
busy time when people would be out in shopping 
centres more than normal. 

“The free two week period was well advertised in 
local newspapers and signs were put up in car parks 
detailing the free period. “However, we cannot legis¬ 
late for people who for reasons unto themselves 
carried on paying. 

Lowest 

“It has not been possible at this stage to work out 
how many people paid unnecessarily, but it should 
be recognised that we have some of the lowest 
parking charges in the West Midlands. 

“Other local authorities have continued to charge 
and some at up to £5 a day. We have never tried to 
fleece people with parking charges and that is 
reflected in the fees that we do charge in normal 
periods. All money that is collected helps the council 
with improving and enhancing car park facilities 
across the borough.” 

Sandwell’s cabinet member for safer neighbour¬ 
hoods, Councillor Derek Rowley, added: “We are not 
raising car parking charges at all this year at car 
parks. 

“Ours are on average 52 per cent lower than any¬ 
where else in the Black Country, and we don’t charge 
for Sunday parking.” 


HISTORIC SMETHWICK ENGINE WILL BE RESTORED 

COUNCIL IN 
BID TO SELL 
OFF LOCO 


HISTORIC railway engine 
the Sandwell Locomotive is 
on track to be sold off in a 
controversial move by 
Sandwell Council. 

The engine, which cost Sandwell 
Council £23,000 in 1989 to 
promote the borough, is being 
lined up for sale to the highest 
bidder, provided they can guaran¬ 
tee to restore the engine to its 
former glory. 

The locomotive was built at the Birming¬ 
ham Railway and Carriage Works in 
Smethwick and bought by the council to 
run trips for children and pensioners. 

However, running costs escalated and 


sandwellchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 

the council is now planning a sale. The 
asking price has not been disclosed. 

Councillor Ann Shackleton, cabinet 
member for youth, culture and leisure said: 
“The Sandwell locomotive was built in 
Smethwick and is an important part of our 
industrial and railway heritage and we are 
determined to ensure its future. 

“It is currently based at Kidderminster 
under the care of the Severn Valley Railway 
but it needs full restoration. 

“We are going to look for a buyer who can 
guarantee they will restore the engine to its 
former glory and maintain it.” 

Preserved 

The move has angered councillors who 
campaigned for its purchase in the 1980s 
and believe it is a vital part of Black 
Country history. 


Councillor Roger Horton campaigned for 
the locomotive to be bought by the council 
more than 20 years ago. 

He said: “There was so much support 
when it came to buying the engine. It is a 
part of the living history of the Black 
Country and it should be preserved. 

“Lots of families here have connections 
with the Birmingham Railway and Car¬ 
riage Works, which employed thousands 
and this engine is very important to them. 

“I would not support any plan to sell it off. 

“We could consider setting up a support 
group to campaign to save the engine and to 
support its maintenance, if this is what the 
council plans.” 

Built in the 1960s, the Sandwell Locomo¬ 
tive is a class 27 diesel locomotive, which 
saw service in Scotland. 

It was moved to the Birmingham 
Railway Museum in Tyseley and then to 
the Severn Valley Railway in the 1990s. 



Historian Terry Price with a copy of his hugely 
successful book West Bromwich Yesterdays 


Nostalgic book 
of old photos 
is a big success 

WEST Bromwich historian Terry Price’s 
latest book of old photographs of the town has 
been a sell out success. 

All 2,500 hardback copies of the nostalgic collec¬ 
tion West Bromwich Yesterdays have been sold just 
a couple of months after the launch - and the author 
reckons The Chronicle played a major role in its 
success. 

Collection 

“When the article (about the book) appeared in 
The Sandwell and Great Barr Chronicle the ‘phone 
didn’t stop ringing,” said Terry. 

Those with a copy of the book, featuring photos 
from Terry’s own collection and those sent in by 
readers, should treasure it because the author has 
no plans for a reprint despite its huge success. 


New jobs at Transformation of old 
recycle plant tower blocks continues 


Work on campus 
is going to plan 


A RECYCLING plant for electrical and elec¬ 
tronic equipment will create up to 15 jobs in 
Oldbury. 

Enablelink Ltd has been given the go-ahead to 
expand its existing business in Parsonage Road, 
Oldbury. 

Firm director Burt Stanley said the move will 
create seven jobs at first but could create a further 
eight jobs within six months if the firm grows as 
anticipated. 

Planning chiefs at Sandwell Council have given 
the application the green light recycle parts from 
household white goods as well as to process scrap at 
the existing plant. 


Three town walk 

SANDWELL Ramblers take on a 16-mile walk 
around the borough on Sunday but those wishing to 
walk a smaller distance can drop out at five, eight or 
12 miles. 

The three town walk sets off from Tamebridge 
railway station at 8.30am. For further details 
contact Peter Figg on 01922 496686. 


THE £2.8 million 
transformation of a 
run-down tower block 
in West Bromwich 
has been completed. 

Three new flats were 
built on the ground floor 
of Lissimore House, 
Kenrick Park, including 
one with wheelchair 
access, under the 
scheme. A new roof was 
added and the front 
entrance and lobby 
remodelled. 

The revamp was part 
of the multi-million 
pound Decent Homes 
Programme to mod¬ 
ernise homes across the 
country, the future of 
which is in limbo. 

Sandwell Homes 
investment director 
John Clayton said: “The 


estate was badly in need 
of refurbishment. Deliv¬ 
ering the Decent Homes 
programme to the six 
blocks has transformed 
it into an area where 
people want to live.” 

Lifts 

The extensive facelift 
also saw lifts replaced, 
double glazing installed 
and overcladding added 
to balconies. 

Landscaping will now 
finish transforming the 
estate, to include 
improved car parking, 
paving, seated areas and 
better lighting. 

Works have been com¬ 
pleted at Greenford 
House and Mountford 
House, West Bromwich, 
including turning 


unused store sheds into 
flats. 

Mr Clayton added: 
“Work has now started 
on Kenrick House, the 
last of the blocks on the 
Kenrick Park estate, 
which has six high-rise 
blocks housing nearly 
400 tenants between 
them.” 

Refurbishments are 
under way at Wyndmill 
Crescent and include 
building flats in disused 
basements of the blocks 
to get as many people as 
possible off the 8,000 
waiting list for housing. 

The £2.75 million 
facelift of Nelson House, 
a 50-year-old condemned 
block of flats on Upper 
Church Lane, Princes 
End, Tipton, will also 
take place. 


WORK on a £30 million ‘super school’ in 
Rowley Regis is running to schedule with the 
first pupils set to move in within two months. 

The creation of the Rowley Learning Campus, 
which will see two schools and a pupil referral unit 
move onto a site in Hawes Lane, Rowley Regis, is 
almost complete. The first of the 1,650 students and 
staff will move in during February. 

The students will be from Westminster Special 
School, in West Bromwich, and Whiteheath Pupil 
Referral Unit in Throne Road, Rowley Regis. Stu¬ 
dents and staff from St Michael’s Business Enter¬ 
prise College, will move in during June. 

Councillor Darren Cooper, Sandwell Council 
Leader said: “Phase one at Rowley is on schedule 
and pupils from the Westminster Special School 
and the Whiteheath Pupil Referral Unit will move 
in as planned in February. The plan for the West¬ 
minster School in West Bromwich is that it will be 
used as temporary accommodation while the Woden 
Rise Pupil Referral Unit is completed and then the 
site may be sold off.” 

Woden Rise will eventually become part of the 
Wednesbury Learning Campus, with Wodensbor- 
ough Community Technology College. 


Tributes to 
cricket club’s 
past chairman 

TRIBUTES have been paid to the former 
chairman of Smethwick Cricket Club. 

Former Mitchells & Butlers and Smethwick 
batsman John Lumb died at Heartlands Hospital in 
Birmingham on Christmas Day, aged 65. 

Son Matthew Lumb, 39, of Sutton Coldfield, said 
his father, a former teacher, of Wylde Green, was 
originally from Doncaster. He moved to Birmingham 
in 1969. Mr Lumb had a degree in economics and 
later taught the subject at Great Barr Secondary 
School. He had a 30-year association with Smeth¬ 
wick Cricket Club, joining in the early 1970s. 

Matthew said: “Dad was the leading scorer in the 
league in 1971. He moved on to play for and captain 
Smethwick for many years and they won the Chal¬ 
lenge Cup in 1976. “Later he became chairman of 
Smethwick, a post he held for a number of years and 
also served on the Birmingham League Committee.” 

Mr Lumb leaves his wife Gillian, aged 66, children 
Matthew, Rebecca and Hannah, , and three young 
grandsons. Mr Lumb’s funeral will be held at Sutton 
Coldfield Crematorium at noon on January 12. 
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Fundraising for parade 


A FUNDRAISING drive for 
£10,000 has been launched for the 
St George’s Day event in 
Sandwell, being held on April 24. 

It is hoped the event will attract 
more than 20,000 people. Last 
year’s march through West 
Bromwich on April 25 had to be 
self-funded because Sandwell 
Council has a new meaning it will 
not contribute funds to exter¬ 
nally-organised parades. 


Mark Cowles, of Stone Cross St 
George Association, which organ¬ 
ises the event, said £700 had 
already been raised for this year’s 
event at Yew Tree Social Club. 

“It is definitely going to go 
ahead and we are in the process of 
setting up a meeting with the 
council. It is going to be Sunday, 
April 24,” he said. “We are now on 
a fundraising drive to get people 
to donate but we would like to 


thank people who have already 
supported us including Inspired 
Personnel, Webbs of Wednesbury 
funeral directors, S&L Haulage 
and the Steadfast Trust.” 

In 2009 the parade was saved 
with a donation from West 
Bromwich businessman Chris 
Kelly, of transport firm Keltruck. 

Anyone who with donations 
towards the event should email 
stge orgeparade@aol.com. 


Tribute project help call 


PEOPLE behind a war memorial 
want donations for their new projects. 

The Wednesbury War Memorial 
Group needs £5,000 so it can create 
3,000 booklets plus a remembrance 
book. Like the new war memorial, in 
Walsall Road, the booklets and 
remembrance book will feature 1,060 
soldiers’ names from the First and 
Second World Wars. These include 385 
forgotten heroes uncovered during five 
years of research by the group. 


“We have £2,000 of our own funding 
so we (have) a large chunk of it,” said 
researcher Fred Barnfield. 

Cuts 

“With the cuts, we realise Sandwell 
Council might not be able to help us. 
So we’d be really grateful for any 
support the public can give us.” 

The memorial was completed and 
unveiled in October after five years of 
campaigning. 


Homes 
scheme 
on track 

WORK is on track to 
complete a £33 million 
council housing devel¬ 
opment in Sandwell in 
time to welcome 
tenants in February. 

The development is 
being constructed at the 
site of former tower block 
Bearwood House in Bear¬ 
wood Road, Smethwick, 
and will see 28 properties 
built on the site of the 
block demolished in 
2008. The homes, oppo¬ 
site Victoria Park, will be 
available for rent. The 
development will include 
17 flats and 11 houses 
and is being built by 
Lovell Partnerships Ltd. 


Popular 

group 

A HISTORY group in 
West Bromwich is more 
popular than ever. 

The West Bromwich 
Local History Society, 
which has been running 
since 2002, now has some 
50 members. But group 
chairman Moreen Wilkes 
says more people are still 
welcome. 

Meetings take place on 
the the first Friday of 
each month at All Saints 
Church in Newton Road. 

Annual membership 
costs £10. Concessions 
are available. Call (0121) 
5883 879. 

History of 
strike told 

THE history of the 
chainmakers strike will 
be retold during a discus¬ 
sion at a library. 

Author Tony Barnsley 
has recounted the cir¬ 
cumstances leading up to 
the strike in his book 
called Breaking Their 
Chains: Chainmaker’s 
Strike of 1910. 

He will host the event 
at the Shenstone Theatre 
on floor seven of Hale¬ 
sowen Library, in the 
Cornbow Centre, on 
January 19. Doors open 
at 2pm for a 2.30pm 
start. Admission is £1. 


Grandad’s delight at 
cancer drug U-turn 


A GRANDFATHER from 
Wednesbury is looking 
forward to the new year with 
fresh hope after winning a 
battle for £28,000 funding to 
help fight his brain tumour. 

Keith Walker, aged 52, suffers 
from acromegaly, a rare tumour 
on his pituitary gland that will 
affect his internal organs, develop 
cancers and cause his bones to 
grow if left untreated. 

He had been told by health bosses at 
Sandwell Primary Care Trust (PCT) 
that it was too expensive to pay for a 
drug called Pegvisomant. 

But doctors said the drug would help 
keep his condition under control. 

Following a campaign supported by 
more than 2,000 people, health chiefs 


have now made a U-turn and agreed to 
grant Mr Walker £28,000. 

It will allow him to have up to 10 mg 
of the Pegvisomant drug, which it is 
hoped will shrink the tumour. 

Mr Walker, who lives with his 
partner Elaine Collins and her daugh¬ 
ter Gemma at Queen Street, said: 
“They rang me to say they’re now going 
to award me the funding. It was like a 
massive weight off my shoulders.” 

Among Mr Walker’s supporters is 
Councillor Elaine Costigan, who rep¬ 
resents the Wednesbury North ward 
on Sandwell Council. She met with 
health bosses to urge them to recon¬ 
sider their position. 

Mr Walker described her as the 
“backbone” of the campaign and said 
her support had been “amazing”. 

Cllr Mrs Costigan said: “It will make 
his life so much better. We’re cock-a- 
hoop, it’s the best news in 
the world.” 

Mr Walker was diag¬ 
nosed at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s New Cross Hospital 
in October 2006 and had 
surgery around Christ¬ 
mas 2007. 

A five-week course of 
radiotherapy, five days a 
week, followed but the 
condition still caused his 
hands grow larger, as 
well as making his 
bottom jaw protrude. 

Headaches 

Mr Walker suffers 
regular headaches and 
had go to hospital for 
injections but the new 
medication could end the 
frequent trips. 

He said: “It will add 
years on to my life and 
hopefully I will get to see 
my two grandchildren 
grow up.” 


Estate HQ 
for tenants 

A £210,000 office for Tipton tenants running 
their own estate will open soon. 

Work is under way at the site of the Boscobel 
Tenant Management Organisation’s new office. The 
Park Lane HQ will open this month and will act as a 
point of contact for residents of the estate to pass on 
any concerns to the tenants organisation. 

Pensioners living on the once-troubled estate have 
taken control of the area via Boscobel Tenants Man¬ 
agement Organisation, meaning the estate of 128 
homes is now independent of council control. 

Councillor Simon Hackett, Sandwell Council 
cabinet member for housing, said: “This is some¬ 
thing that tenants can ask to do, using legislation in 
the Housing Acts usually known as ‘the right to 
manage’. 

“Part of the legislation in right to manage requires 
the council to provide an office base for the new 
organisation.” 



Keith Walker celebrates at his workplace in Wolverhampton 


New library to open soon 


BLACKHEATH’S £1.9 million 
library will open its doors by the 
end of January. 

The new building, on High Street 
will provide new library facilities as 
well as new offices for Black Country 
Housing Group. 

Construction work on the library, 
which will be set over two floors 
started in February 2010 and is a joint 
project between Sandwell Council and 
the housing group. 

Sandwell libraries have seen major 


investment in recent years. Oldbury 
has had a £6 million new library which 
will open in the New Year and the new 
Great Bridge Library re-opened in 
July, following an eight month 
£750,000 refurbishment. 

Despite the recent investment the 
council is now reviewing the service in 
a bid to save £1 million from its annual 
budget. 

Plans to be considered include 
closing or reducing opening hours at 
underused sites. 


More dentists 

NEW NHS dental practices are opening in Tipton. 
The Oasis Dental Practice opened last month at 1 
Owen Street and Primecare Oral Health Services 
Limited is opening Bridge Park Dental Practice at 
Unit 12, Great Bridge Street, this month. Call 0845 
155 0500 to find an NHS dentist. 


Lane closures on main road 

A MAJOR route through Oldbury will be subject 
to lane closures during red route work. Part of A457 
Oldbury Road will be shut between Oldbury Road 
Industrial Estate and Mallin Street to January 17. 


Staff help 
charities 

A VISIT from Father 
Christmas at Sandwell 
Homes raised £300 for 
charity. Chief executive 
Paul Field visited 
workers dressed as 
Santa at Oldbury. Staff 
held a raffle and tombola 
with proceeds to Wednes¬ 
bury Animal Sanctuary, 
Huntingdon’s Chorea 
and Macmillan Nurses. 


Museum 
hours to 
be slashed 

OPENING hours at museums in part of the 
Black Country will be cut as part of a cost¬ 
saving programme. 

A review of historic buildings such as Wednesbury 
Museum and Art Gallery and West Bromwich’s Oak 
House is being carried out. 

New recommendations will be put to Sandwell 
Council in February. 

A plan presented to the council’s cabinet says that 
changes are necessary to reflect the cash available to 
provide services. This is despite plans to invest 
heavily in improvements to the buildings them¬ 
selves. It is not yet clear what the impact will be on 
jobs. 

The report will also prioritise events by looking at 
those with the most number of visitors. Any pro¬ 
posed changes will be brought in during the financial 
year 2011/12. 

A number of areas of the youth, culture and leisure 
department are currently under the microscope 
after it was revealed Sandwell Council needs to 
make £75 million of savings over the next four years. 

Libraries could be closed and staff made redun¬ 
dant in a bid to save almost £lm, with job losses, clo¬ 
sures and reduced opening hours all options on the 
table. 

Invest 

Despite this the authority said it is continuing to 
invest in leisure and culture facilities using grants 
from outside bodies — and says multi-million pound 
investments in leisure and culture facilities in 
Sandwell are expected to attract a million extra vis¬ 
itors to the borough a year. 

The council is spending millions on new leisure 
centres and libraries, and on restoring tourist 
attractions. 

Keith Heyes, head of cultural services at the 
council, said: “Over the last five years we have had a 
string of projects up to 2014 which we are going to be 
developing over an eight-year period. There will be 
£61m capital investment in those facilities. 

“What we have been very successful in doing is 
getting money from outside the council, Heritage 
Lottery Funding or other key partners, and there is 
a particular focus on West Bromwich,” he added. 

“We hope the investment will attract around a 
million more visitors a year.” 

Projects include a new £13m pool in West 
Bromwich, which is to be at the junction of Moor 
Street and Bromford Lane, and a new £8.8m swim¬ 
ming centre in Tipton at the junction of Alexandra 
Road and Thursfield Road 

The historic Oak House in Oak Road, West 
Bromwich is also undergoing a £2m revamp which 
will include a new education centre. 

A 30ft-high zip wire is planned for Sandwell 
Valley, and the new £1.9m Blackheath Library and 
Oldbury’s £6m library and office complex are both 
almost complete. 


New party planned 

THE name of a new political group in Sandwell 
which is being formed by the borough’s former Con¬ 
servative group leader will be the Traditional Con¬ 
servative Party. 

Tony Ward, an independent councillor represent¬ 
ing the Charlemont with Grove Vale ward, said he 
was just weeks away from launching the party and 
was hoping to field two candidates in May elections. 

Mr Ward has sent four proposals for party names 
to Sandwell Council but the Traditional Conserva¬ 
tive Party was his firm favourite. 

He said: “I have always been a Tory. However, I do 
not like the way the Tory group is being run in 
Sandwell andnd I’m embarrassed by some of the 
national party’s policies. I think the way the Govern¬ 
ment is cutting the armed forces is despicable. I 
really feel that someone needs to stand up and be 
counted. 

“The Labour group here does not do a bad job. But 
there is still a lot they are not doing right. I don’t 
think education is being looked at in the right way.” 

Tony Ward was replaced by Councillor Ray Nock 
as leader of the opposition group, after a vote at the 
party annual meeting in May. 
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Man who 
stole from 
his mother 
faces jail 

A THIEF is facing jail after 
stealing £15,000 of his mother’s 
jewellery to buy cocaine and 
towards paying for a flat. 

Rakesh Klair stole his mother’s 
gold and pawned it, Warley Magis¬ 
trates Court was told. 

Klair admitted theft and fraud. He 
had claimed he was selling his own 
property over the course of 17 visits to 
the Money Shop in West Bromwich’s 
High Street. 

Mr Kulbir Paul, prosecuting, said 
Klair stole the jewellery from his 
mother Harpal Kaur of Denbigh 
Drive, West Bromwich, where they 
were living together. Klair’s haul 
included three children’s bangles, two 
adult bangles, five chains, five pairs of 
earrings and 12 rings. 

Empty 

“Mrs Kaur went to get something 
from her cabinet and found her jew¬ 
ellery box was empty,” Mr Paul said. 

“She confronted her son and he said 
he had stolen it and he would get it 
back within a couple of weeks.” 

The Money Shop said in a state¬ 
ment that Klair had beem paid £6,000 
for the jewellery after he signed a dis¬ 
claimer saying it was his. 

Magistrate Mrs Jane Rashid told 
Klair: “At the moment you are looking 
at a custodial sentence.” 

The case was adjourned for reports 
and Klair was bailed. 


Praise for 
lifesavers 

THE mother of a West 
Bromwich man whose life was 
saved by medics who braved a 
blizzard in order to deliver crucial 
equipment has given staff an 
emotional thank you. 

Diane McDermott, of Bromford 
Lane, said without the breathing 
equipment her son Carl, in a serious 
condition with swine flu and pneumo¬ 
nia, may have died. 

Mrs McDermott is looking after 35- 
year-old Carl’s three young children 
while he is in Birmingham’s City Hos¬ 
pital, where he has been since Decem¬ 
ber 16. 

Diane, who is looking after Carl’s 
daughters Charli, aged six, and Katie, 
five, as well as son Darren, said: “The 
ambulance staff are doing a brilliant 
job. They kept him alive and that’s 
how he’s still here with us. I need to 
thank them whatever the outcome. I 
think they deserve the recognition for 
the brilliant job they have done.” 

Ambulance 

Carl had managed to call an ambu¬ 
lance despite drifting in and out of 
consciousness. Diane, aged 58, added: 
“When they first picked him up they 
told me he had practically no oxygen 
in him from his illness and he only had 
an hour or two.” 

The ambulance crew had a five- 
hour journey in blizzard conditions to 
fetch an oscillator to help with breath¬ 
ing, from Coventry’s Walsgrave Hos¬ 
pital, and needed a police escort after 
getting stuck on the M6. 

“But the oscillator has helped him 
stay with us this long and we are 
hoping now,” added Diane. 


Bid for more funding 

A£ 1 million lottery bid is being pre- talks with the Heritage Lottery Fund 
pared for the complete renovation of had gone extremely well and work is 
West Bromwich’s 13th Century beginning on a formal bid for cash. 
Grade One listed Manor House. The building, in Hall Green Road, 

The project, which got under way a has been described as one of the 
year ago, currently has a budget of borough’s most important heritage 
just over £300,000 but talks with sites. Ambitious plans to bring the 
lottery bosses have taken place over former pub back to life as a heritage 
getting more cash. centre, museum and wedding venue 

Council officers said that informal are already on the table. 


Play project at park 

NEW sports pitches, trampolines toddler swings, a Viking swing, 
and table tennis tables could be intro- outdoor table tennis, outdoor table 
duced at West Bromwich’s Dartmouth football, trampolines, a basket swing, 
Park as part of a £6.3 million improve- a new toddler play unit, additional 
ment plan. climbing unit for older children and a 

It is hoped the facilities will be put new interactive water splash pad. 
in ready for the summer holidays. “It is hoped that the play area will 

John Satchwell, Dartmouth Park be improved before the summer of 
project officer, said: “New features 2011, with the interactive splash pad 
currently being discussed include completed the following year.” 


Store plans go back 
to the drawing board 


sandwellchronicle@expressandstar.co.uk 


A MULTI-MILLION pound 
scheme to expand Asda in 
Oldbury has been scrapped. 

It had been proposed to extend 
the front of the Wolverhampton 
Road-based branch by 11,840 sq 
ft. The scheme would have 
created 50 jobs and menat 170 
extra parking spaces. 

A new petrol station and ambu¬ 
lance base were also set to be built on 
a 13-acre site next to the store. 

But Asda say the scheme has fallen 
through and the supermarket giant 
now hopes to have completed revised 
plans for a different scheme by April. 

Asda spokesman Avnish Raichura 
said: “It was a really long time ago 
when we proposed this and things 
have moved on since then. 

“The staff and customers want 
something different now so we’re 
going back to the drawing board.” 

Mr Raichura would not say what 
had led the store to drop the plans, 
which were first revealed a year ago. 

It is understood it is connected with 
West Midlands Ambulance Service’s 
withdrawal from the scheme for 
financial reasons. 

It would have cost the trust about 
£4 million to build a new ambulance 
base on the site but trust spokesman 


Suzie Fothergill said they had 
decided it would be more economical 
to spend £500,000 extending the 
current ambulance base in Oldbury. 

Mr Raichura declined to say what 
elements of the Asda expansion 
scheme were being revised. 

Improve 

But he insisted the store was still 
keen on some sort of extension which 
would allow for wider aisles and an 
expansion of the George clothing 
range. 

“Asda Oldbury still has aspirations 
to improve,” he said. “We are amend¬ 
ing the proposal outlined some time 
ago in response to customer feedback 
and will announce new plans shortly.” 

Proposals to build an Asda Living 
store in Wednesbury, which would 
have created 90 jobs, were scrapped 
last year. 

The store was to open on Gallagher 
Retail Park but the long-awaited 
scheme fell through due to problems 
over the lease. 

Speaking about the latest blow, 
Sandwell Council’s jobs and economy 
boss, Councillor Ian Jones, said: “It is 
disappointing because I think it 
would have boosted the area. Hope¬ 
fully the revised plans will contain 
the same job promises as the original 
scheme.” 


Metal raider’s £900 fines 


are written 

A METAL raider caught red- 
handed in Tipton had more than 
£900 of unpaid fines written off 
and given 80 hours of unpaid 
work to make a “fresh start”. 

Jamie Malpass was caught holding 
copper piping when he and brother- 
in-law Andrew Buckler were found at 
the disused Bonner Regis site in High 
Street, Princes End. 

Warley Magistrates Court heard 
how the pair went into the site on 
November 16 via a removed rear door 
because two men, claiming they were 
clearing the site, told them to take 
what they wanted. 

Malpass, of Beddows Avenue in 
Coseley, and Buckler, of Wednesfield 
Road, Willenhall, thought they could 
make cash selling the scrap but did 
not know an alarm had been trig¬ 
gered. Miss Pushpa Sheemar, prose¬ 
cuting, said police found Malpass and 
Buckler with piping in their hands. 
Malpass, 26, admitted burglary with 
intent to steal. 


off by court 

Mr Chris Stapleton, defending, 
said: “Mr Malpass has constantly 
stated he was walking along and saw 
two people carrying piping who said 
help yourselves. He had found 
himself in a dire situation, his 
finances were very bad and he wasn’t 
being allowed to see his children by 
his partner.” He added that Malpass 
had fully co-operated with police. 

The court heard Malpass had 
broken a community order and 
needed to complete 120 hours unpaid 
work and pay £1,319 in costs, fines 
and compensation. 

Chairman of the bench Mrs Glenise 
Edwards said she would remitoldest 
fines for a total of £903. “This is your 
chance for a fresh start,” she said. 
Malpass was given another 12-month 
community order with supervision 
and 80 hours unpaid work to run con¬ 
secutively with his outstanding order. 
Earlier this month co-accused 
Buckler was given a 12-month com¬ 
munity order with 80 hours unpaid 
work, plus £85 prosecution costs. 





Duncan MacNichol, from Sainsbury’s Oldbury, wants shoppers to recycle 
their old Christmas cards by placing them in the green box at the store 


CUSTOMERS at Oldbury’s 
Sainsbury’s store are being 
invited to bring in their old 
Christmas cards now the festive 
season is over. 

A recycling box will be in the foyer 
of the supermarket until Tuesday, 
January 11 for shoppers. 

The green box has been a fixture in 
the store after Christmas for the last 
three years and deputy manager Tim 
Morgan-Fletcher said it will be filled 
around three times before mid- 
January. 


All the cards will then be recycled 
along with waste from the store. 

Mr Morgan-Fletcher said: “We 
create huge amounts of paper and 
plastic on a daily basis, which is baled 
and sent for recycling. This some¬ 
times even comes back to the store as 
things such as plastic bags. 

“People are recycling a lot more 
now than they were, say 20 years ago, 
and they expect us as a supermarket 
to do the same. It is only right that we 
play our part and offer these facili¬ 
ties.” 


Fuel site 
is set to 
expand 

A WEST Bromwich petrol 
station will be demolished and 
rebuilt to four times bigger, creat¬ 
ing 10 new jobs. 

Architects have mapped out the 
expansion of Pylon Services Station, 
on Walsall Road, which will see the 
existing sales building razed to the 
ground and replaced with a bigger 
convenience store. 

Anew jet wash bay will also be built 
under plans, with a new 70,000 litre 
petrol storage tank underground so 
the station can provide more varities 
of fuel. The design includes a new 
forecourt and six extra parking 
spaces. 

Resubmitted 

Plans have been returned by 
Sandwell planning chiefs as there was 
an outstanding fee for an application 
for planning permission but station 
owner Charlie Singh said the plans 
would be resubmitted. 

Mr Singh, who has run the station 
for the past eight years, said: “I will 
speak to the architects and we will 
iron out any problems with the appli¬ 
cation. These plans are definitely 
going to happen, we’ve been here eight 
years and if you’re going to survive as 
an independent shop you’ve got to 
expand.” 


Council 
staff to 
get ‘hot 
desking’ 

PLANS to introduce ‘hot 
desking’ for staff at Sandwell 
Council look set to be accelerated 
in a bid to save cash. 

The authority needs to save £75 
million over the next four years and is 
planning on making savings by 
closing offices. 

The council’s finance boss has now 
said the introduction of an ‘agile’ 
working scheme, which would involve 
getting rid of individual desks to 
instead allow office employees to 
work from any desk at the authority’s 
sites, or even from home, would be 
starting imm i n ently. 

And one of the first locations to take 
up the scheme will be Oldbury’s new 
£6 million library and office space 
Jack Judge House, which is due to 
open next month. 

Councillor Steve Eling, cabinet 
member for strategic resources at 
Sandwell Council, said: “At the 
moment I am looking to accelerate 
how quickly we are looking to intro¬ 
duce hot desking in order to realise 
savings sooner than later. 

“We will be rolling it out so in time 
it should be available to everyone who 
is office based, but in order to make it 
work we have got to have this system 
where people log into the phone with 
their own number, so we have got to 
upgrade phone systems to make it 
work.” 

In April the authority announced it 
was looking to close a third of offices 
with outdated offices sold off and 
rented accommodation vacated. 
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Paul Beesley - ex¬ 
teacher collapsed 


Trainee minister dies 


A FORMER teacher from 
Wednesbury died after collapsing 
while collecting his son from 
primary school. 

Trainee Baptist minister Paul 
Beesley, aged 42, suffered an 
embolism while picking up nine-year- 
old Timothy and later died of heart 
failure. 

He was from Wednesbury and was 
well known across the region due to his 
role as a trustee at the Heart of 
England Baptist Association. 


Around 400 mourners led by his wife 
Jenni and Timothy attended a thanks¬ 
giving service for his life at Chester 
Road Baptist Church, Sutton Cold¬ 
field. 

Previously based at Fox Yards 
School, Tipton, and at Marsh Hill 
School, Erdington, he gave up teach¬ 
ing to train for ministry at Regent’s 
College, Oxford. He had a placement 
at Hall Green Baptist Church, where 
he was a trainee minister and was due 
to be ordained later this year. 


Gritters win praise 


SANDWELL’S gritting teams 
have been praised for keeping 
roads clear during the big freeze. 

Council Leader Councillor Darren 
Cooper said they had worked round the 
clock to make the roads as safe as pos¬ 
sible. 

He said: “We have just gone through 
one of the worst cold snaps I can ever 
remember. Yet the crews were there 
battling with the conditions and I 
think the vast majority of people would 
say they did a magnificent job. 


“A number of people have contacted 
me to say that they could tell when 
they were in Sandwell because the 
roads immediately got better. 

“That was down to the gritting 
teams who were out up to four times a 
day covering nearly 300 miles of roads. 
They have done us proud and I cannot 
praise them enough.” 

Cllr Cooper added: “We have still got 
just under 3,000 tonnes of grit left and 
we have an order in for another 3,000 
tonnes.” 


2 Parking fines raise 
K" council thousands 


UP to 70 Sandwell 
Council staff could 
move into empty office 
space inside £72 
million West 

Bromwich town centre 
arts venue The Public. 

The area on level four 
of the West Bromwich 
complex has failed to 
attract any tenants, 
more than two years 
after it opened. 

Now, Sandwell’s 
finance chief Councillor 
Steve Eling has said he is 
looking at plans to relo¬ 
cate borough staff from 
rented buildings into the 
space to save money. 

Savings 

But leader of the Tory 
opposition group Coun¬ 
cillor Ray Nock said the 
move “smacked of des¬ 
peration”. 

The council must make 
savings of around £75 
million over the next four 
years following Govern¬ 
ment budget cuts. 

Cllr Eling said: “If the 
top floor of The Public, 
which has been mar¬ 
keted for some time and 
is fully fitted out, is not 
let out within a few 
months I am going to 
move council staff in.” 


Heart unit 
revamped 

HEART patients are to 
benefit from a £500,000 
overhaul at a unit at the 
trust which runs 
Sandwell Hospital. 

The coronary care 
ward at City Hospital, 
which is run by Sandwell 
& West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust, 
has recently been refur¬ 
bished and is set to 
welcome hundreds of 
patients every year. 

Work on the refurbish¬ 
ment of ward D5 started 
in September and has 
seen separate areas for 
male and female patients 
created and a new new 
treatment room on the 
ward. 


sandwellchromcle@expressandstar.co.uk 


SANDWELL Council has 
collected more than £840,000 
from parking fines — more than 
any other Black Country local 
authority. 

Councils across the region as a 
whole raked in almost £3 million in 
parking fines in one year. 

Bosses defended the figures, insist¬ 
ing the fines are not just a money¬ 
making exercise. 

Sandwell Council issued a total of 
32,732 penalty notices in the 2009/10 
financial year to raise £840,882. In the 
previous year it collected slightly less, 


£845,153, when 29,906 fines were 
issued. 

Councillor Derek Rowley, Sandwell 
Council’s neighbourhoods chief, said: 
“The point isn’t about making money. 

Safe 

“Proper parking arrangements help 
keep our roads as congestion-free and 
safe as possible.” 

Wolverhampton collected £581,973 
in 2009/10 and issued 21,410 fixed 
penalty notices. Walsall Council raked 
in more than £567,000 during the 
same period. In Dudley there were 
14,058 tickets issued in 2009/10, 
bringing in £378,861. 


Wagner tells of journey 
to cult celebrity status 


TWENTY years ago, he was 
standing on the shores of Rio de 
Janeiro, gripping a surfboard and 
taking his pet lion for a walk along 
the beach. 

Twelve months ago, he was about to 
undergo a third operation on his 
damaged shoulder, struggling to find 
work, and desperate. 

Now, he is a cult figure, has per¬ 
formed on stage live for millions of 
viewers, and can’t go out without being 
mobbed. He is even on the shortlist for 
a spot on next year’s I’m a Celebrity... 
Get Me Out of Here! Yes, it’s been an 
interesting journey for the Black 
Country’s latest musical star, Wagner 
Carrilho. 



The former Sandwell martial arts 
instructor was back on home ground 
last week with a show at Stourbridge’s 
River Rooms where he earned £3,000 
for singing five songs. 

Wagner said he had “singing in the 
blood”, and had always hoped to follow 
in the footsteps of his entertainer 
father Paschoal - known as “The 
Prince of the Audiences”. When 
Wagner was a teenager, his father was 
struck down by illness and young 
Wagner decided he should get a “safe” 
job as a PE teacher. 

“In those days, those were the safe 
jobs,” said Wagner. “If you had a job for 
the Government, you had a job for life, 
so there were many applicants. They 
held tests at the Maracana football 
stadium as there were so many with 
spectators watching. And I passed.” 

The passionate Brazilian moved to 
Dudley to be with first wife Trudi 
Brass in 2002 - a marriage which 
broke down just weeks later - and 
started working as a supply teacher. 
He also ran his own conservatory 
fitting firm, and taught karate. He was 
made a British citizen at a ceremony at 
Dudley Council House in 2005. 

Disaster struck when tendons in his 
shoulder, weakened from years of 
high-impact work, became damaged 
beyond repair. He went on X Factor, he 
said, simply to increase his chances of 
getting another job. And the rest is TV 
history. “It is crazy how much my life 
has changed since I was walking on the 
beach with my lion,” he said. “But it’s 
all wonderful. I feel very honoured.” 
Wagner is pictured in action on stage 
in Stourbridge last week. 



£UND 


Blind Dave’s new challenge 


‘Blind’ Dave Heeley, from West Bromwich, gets set for 10 marathons in 10 
days 


RUNNER ‘Blind’ Dave Heeley 
has not let Christmas interrupt 
training ahead of his next 
marathon mission. 

His latest challenge, Blind Dave’s 
Top to Toe Epic Fundraiser, will see the 
52-year-old run and cycle from John 
O’Groats to Land’s End in 10 days in a 
bid to raise £100,000 for Macmillan 
Cancer Support. 

The runner, who famously ran seven 
marathons in seven continents in 
seven days in 2008, will run a 
marathon each morning, followed by 
an average 74 miles on a tandem. He 


will leave John O’Groats on August 10. 

And though the father-of-three, of 
Oak Road, has indulged in the tradi¬ 
tional Christmas feasting, he has also 
boosted his training schedule in the 
evenings. 

Seeds 

Dave said: “At Christmas you tend 
to eat the stuff you don’t normally eat 
but I’ll be back on to my normal snacks 
now, mixed nuts, poppy seeds and sul¬ 
tanas.” 

For details, visit the website at 
www.blinddaveheeley.co.uk. 


Work begins 
on Ikea £6m 
extension 

WORK on a multi-million pound expansion 
of the Black Country’s Ikea store gets under 
way this month. 

The firm will invest £6.8m on the 26,877 sq ft 
extension at the store in Wednesbury, creating 23 
jobs. The money £5m of which has been set aside for 
construction, will be spent doubling the size of the 
customer restaurant, enlarging the lobby area and 
increasing the size of the shop floor to fit in more 
stock. 

The first phase of the scheme will see an extension 
of the restaurant. It will also include increasing the 
size of the play area, lobby and toilets. 

Ikea spokeswoman Claire Howes said: “Construc¬ 
tion work on the Ikea Wednesbury store will start 
around mid-January with an aim to have all build¬ 
ing works completed by early autumn, and the fit out 
complete by Christmas. 

“We will start by creating a temporary store 
entrance while the new entrance is constructed. 

“Following this, the refurbishment of the show¬ 
room, market hall and self serve areas will be com¬ 
pleted in phases. We are excited about the prospect 
of making this investment in the local area, and also 
hope to bring around 23 employment opportunities 
with it.” 

Temporary on-site facilities, including a restau¬ 
rant, baby changing area and toilets will be made 
available. 

Peak 

It is hoped this first phase of improvements, which 
were approved in September, will reduce queueing 
at peak times for the toilets and restaurant. 

Ikea is located on the Gallagher retail park, off 
Junction 9 of the M6 at Wednesbury. 

The business park has seen a number of new busi¬ 
nesses move in over the last year, including the 
Decathlon sports superstore, baby store Mamas & 
Papas and also TK Maxx. 

The investment in the area has created hundreds 
of jobs, with at least 70 new jobs at Decathlon, 60 at 
TK Maxx and 40 at Boots. 

The latest store to open on the park was Outfit at 
the start of December. Run by Arcadia Group Ltd, 
the store has moved into a unit alongside Next, B&Q 
and Currys. The shop has created 40 new jobs. 

Chief executive 
to sleep rough 

THE chief executive of Sandwell Council will sleep 
rough outdoors later this month to raise money for 
the homeless. 

Jan Britton will take part in the YMCA’s sleep 
easy campaign on January 28 for one night at an 
undisclosed location in Oldbury. The money he 
raises will go towards funding West Bromwich 
YMCA projects, where his wife is a volunteer. Mr 
Britton is trying to raise £500. He said: “Each night, 
YMCAs provide rooms for around 7000 young people 
who don’t have anywhere else to sleep. But this is 
only part of what they do. I’m sleeping rough for one 
night so the YMCA can provide a whole range of 
support for children and young people.” 

Visit the website http://events.ymca.org.uk/sleep- 
easy for more information. 


Flexible work hours 

FLEXI-time hours for council workers in 
Sandwell have been given the go-ahead. 

Sandwell Council staff must now fill out the hours 
they work, including when they start and finish 
lunch breaks, on written forms. 

A report to the Leader of Sandwell Council, Coun¬ 
cillor Darren Cooper, said it was “the responsibility 
of the individual to ensure that he/she works the 
required number of hours”. 

Anyone abusing the scheme will be returned to 
standard working hours and the council reserves the 
right to introduce an electronic clocking-in machine. 

The scheme allows workers to organise what time 
they work from home or in the office with managers, 
between 6am and 8pm, as long as they work a 
minimum of 32 hours a week and no more than 42 
hours.Workers must take a minim um break of 30 
minutes if they work six hours. 
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Reward 
offered 
to catch 
armed 
raiders 
on pub 

DETECTIVES 
investigating an 
armed robbery at a 
pub in Great Barr 
have been boosted as a 
substantial reward 
offered for people to 
come forward with 
information. 

Mitchells and Butlers 
have offered £5,000 for 
information which leads 
to the arrest and convic¬ 
tion of the armed 
robbers. 

Gun-wielding robbers 
threatened staff at The 
Queslett pub, attacking 
one with CS spray, before 
fleeing with more than 
£ 12 , 000 . 

The Queslett was tar¬ 
geted by three masked 
raiders shortly before 
midnight on December 
19. 

David Lavender, from 
West Midlands CID, 
said: “The armed robbers 
approached three 

workers at the pub and 
held them at gunpoint. 
They were also threat¬ 
ened with violence, using 
a machete and CS spray.” 

During the robbery the 
victims were also forced 
to hand over their 
phones. 

Charities 

The offenders fled with 
more than £12,000 cash 
they took from the safe 
and also several bottles 
of spirits. They made off 
with two donation boxes, 
which contained money 
due to be handed over to 
charities. 

It is believed that they 
fled from the pub in 
Queslett Road in a 
Toyota Avensis, navy 
blue or black, towards 
Aldridge. 

Detective Constable 
Jason Fowler said: “We 
hope this reward will 
encourage people to come 
forward with informa¬ 
tion and help us bring 
those responsible to 
justice as soon as possi¬ 
ble.” 

Anybody who has 
information which they 
think might help or who 
witnessed anything in 
the area at the time is 
asked to contact DC 
Fowler at Force CID on 
0345 113 5000. 

Alternatively call the 
independent charity 
Crimestoppers anony¬ 
mously on 0800 555 111. 


Youth council wins Diana excellence award 


MEMBERS of West Bromwich Youth 
Council have received the Diana Certifi¬ 
cate of Excellence for their community 
work. 

The award, named after the late Diana, 
Princess of Wales, recognises people aged 12- 
18 who work to improve communities, organi¬ 
sation or schools. 

Diego Wright, chair of West Bromwich Youth 
Council, said: “We have had a busy year and we 
are very proud of receiving the Diana Certifi¬ 
cate of Excellence. 

“We hope the good work will continue in 2011 
despite Government cuts. Young people are the 
future.” 

Events organised by the youth council 
included the Stand Up Sandwell event at West 
Bromwich Town Hall, the World Cup Festival 
in the town and distributing leaflets for youth 

West Bromwich Youth Council members and Councillor Ann Shackleton activities in the town. 



Councillor Ann Shackleton, Sandwell 
Council’s cabinet member for culture, said: “I 
congratulate all the young people involved in 
the excellent work at West Bromwich Youth 
Council. 

Chosen 

“They were chosen for the award because of 
their commitment and work over the past year, 
which has benefited themselves, other local 
young people and the wider community in a 
very positive way.” 

Maggie Turner, chief executive of the Diana 
Award, added: “The certificate is for young 
people who make a positive change within 
their communities or schools.” 

To nominate for the award visit www.diana- 
award.org.uk 

For more information contact Abdul Kahar 
on 0121 569 8455. 


Builders moving in at 
£2.5m office scheme 


WORK is under way on a £2.5 
million development in Sandwell that 
is set to offer short term office space 
for small businesses. 

The new business centre in Oldbury is 
being built on the site of a former petrol 
station at the corner of McKean Road and 
Bromford Road. 

It will provide 68 small office units for new 
and existing businesses, with room for up to 
250 people in total. 

Sandwell Council has joined forces with Pure 
Offices which will fund and deliver the project. 

The company specialises in providing “easy 
in - easy out’” office space for start up busi¬ 
nesses. 

It is hoped that offering low overheads will 
give small businesses in the area an opportu¬ 
nity to grow in the difficult financial climate. 

The scheme will also support to local busi¬ 
nesses before it is completed this year, with a 


commitment by site contractor Barnwood Con¬ 
struction to recruit subcontractors and source 
materials in the Sandwell area. 

Councillor Ian Jones said the enterprise 
centre was good news for local businesses. 

He said: “This development, which is in a 
prime location right next door to Sandwell and 
Dudley train station, helps meet the need for 
more quality office space in Sandwell. 

Opportunity 

“The fact that local businesses are poised to 
benefit by having the opportunity to get 
involved with the construction of the site is an 
added bonus.” 

Permission for the site was granted in Febru¬ 
ary. 

Work on the site got under way before Christ¬ 
mas and is scheduled to be completed by 
October. 

Businesses will be able to rent offices by the 
month dependent on the success of the 
company and the state of the market. 


£1 m loan fund to help 
cash-strapped firms 


BUSINESSES in Sandwell that have 
struggled to get loans from banks are set 
to benefit from a £lmillion fund. 

The Sandwell Loan Fund is being extended 
to 2013 and is expected to create at least eight 
new businesses, 25 jobs and safeguard a 
further 60 jobs. 

Sandwell Council is set to contribute 
£300,000 to the fund. 

The loan fund has already been available for 


two years and was put together by the council, 
European and Advantage West Midlands 
sources. 

Initially £750,000 was available over two 
years for lending to local firms having prob¬ 
lems getting cash. Under the new plans it is 
proposed to apply for £300,000 match funding 
from the European Regional Development 
Fund while the Black Country Reinvestment 
Society would commit a further £400,000. 

A report to the council says the original loan 


Housing plan 

PLANS to turn a former vandal-plagued school 
site in West Bromwich into a council housing estate 
have been submitted. 

The revamp will see 28 homes built on the former 
Kent Close Primary School in Denbigh Drive, 
Hateley Heath. 

Hopes are high for funding from a £15 million 
Government grant. The homes would be a mix of 11 
two-bed houses, two four-bed houses and four two- 
bed flats as well as 11 three-bed houses. The plan is 
part of a bigger scheme to develop 206 homes in six 
streets. 


fund has already provided loans totalling 
£514,000 to 24 Sandwell companies and 
it is anticipated the full £750,000 will be 
committed by the 2010/11 financial year. 

The report adds: “The requirement for 
access to finance is particularly evident 
in Sandwell as the borough has a high 
proportion of small and micro enter¬ 
prises (83 per cent of businesses in 
Sandwell employ fewer than 50, with 65 
per cent employing fewer than 10) who 
rely on bank lending to finance working 
capital and investment. Locally even the 
most viable new and existing businesses 
are experiencing considerable difficulty 
in raising bank finance for working 
capital and investment.” 



Councillor Ian Jones with, left to right, Nick Smith, managing director of Pure Offices, 
Simon Carey, MD of Barnwood Construction and John Sutton, head of economic 
regeneration and skills at Sandwell Council 


£98m is 
cost of 
travel 
subsidy 

SUBSIDIES and 
concessions for public 
transport in the West 
Midlands will cost the 
taxpayer nearly £2 
million a week. 

The annual figure - 
more than £98m — covers 
the cost for around 
525,000 people over 60 
and blind and disabled 
people to have conces¬ 
sionary passes, and for 
children under 16 to 
travel half price. 

It is based on figures 
from April last year to 
March this year. 

Free travel for elderly 
people, and for eligible 
disabled people on buses 
will cost £62m, with an 
extra £11.6m to cover 
half-price bus travel for 
children under 16. The 
money is paid to private 
bus companies who 
provide public services. 

A further £12m is 
spent on Ring and Ride 
schemes, with £8.6 being 
spent subsidising extra 
bus services on routes in 
which private operators 
cannot lay on a service. 

Free rail and Metro 
travel for pensioners and 
blind and disabled people 
will cost a further £4m. 

Centro spokesman 
Steve Swingler said: 
“The West Midlands has 
one of the most generous 
concessionary travel 
schemes in the country.” 


Market’s 

record 

number 

MORE than three 
million people visited 
Birmingham’s Frankfurt 
Christmas Market - 
setting a new record, 
organisers say. 

The 10th annual 
festive market drew to a 
close on Christmas Eve 
with the traditional 
handing over of leftover 
food and sweets and a 
donation of money to 
children’s homes and 
homeless charities. 

Visitors 

Birmingham City 
Council leader Mike 
Whitby said: “The Frank¬ 
furt Christmas Market is 
now firmly established in 
the city’s calendar and 
attracts visitors from far 
and wide. 

“The market provides 
an excellent opportunity 
for Birmingham to show¬ 
case its wider retail offer¬ 
ing.” 

The market, started 
with 24 stalls in 2001, is 
now the biggest outside 
Germany and Austria 
with 180 stalls. 
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Black Country pools being plundered for carp and roach 

Calling for help over 
very fishy goings-on 


Barbara 
did ‘allot’ 
for plot 
holders 

SANDWELL Council’s 
allotments officer is 
retiring after 22 years 
running the borough’s 
1,500 allotments. 

But Barbara Carroll 
won’t be putting away 
her tools, as she plans to 
continue gardening at 
her home in Stourbridge. 

Barbara, who started 
working for the council in 
1988, has seen two of 
Sandwell’s allotments 
win national awards, and 
a Sandwell plot holder 
also regained the Inter¬ 
town Allotment Competi¬ 
tion Crown. 

Barbara, aged 60, was 
also heavily involved in 
an award-winning com¬ 
munity agricultural site 
at Salop Drive, Oldbury. 

She said she now plans 
to spend her time 
walking, sailing and 
watching Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Wanderers at 
Molineux, where she has 
a season ticket. 

She said: “During the 
years I have worked at 
the council I have met, 
worked with and worked 
for some lovely people. 

Allotment plot-holders Sandwell Mayor Councillor Pauline Hinton and Councillor Ann Shackleton, 
are the salt of the earth.” with allotments officer Barbara Carroll, who is retiring after 22 years 



POOLS and ponds across the 
Black Country that have been 
plagued by fish thefts will be 
monitored by environmental offi¬ 
cers in a bid to net the thieves in 
the act. 

The Environment Agency says it is 
vital that people report the thefts so 
that officers could track down the cul¬ 
prits and find out “what they are 
doing and why they are doing it”. 

Carp, roach and other breeds of fish 
have recently been stolen from waters 
atWillenhall Memorial Park and Moor- 
croft Wood Local Nature Reserve, Moxley. 

The Environment Agency said it did not 
know the reasons behind the thefts but 
would investigate whenever reports were 
made. 

Spokeswoman Lyn Fraley said: “Since 
June 1, we have had new powers to act if 
people are caught taking fish from still 
waters without permission. 

“If people suspect thefts or illegal 
fishing are taking place, they need to 
contact us immediately and tell us as 
much detail as possible. 

Evidence 

“They need to tell us things like car reg¬ 
istration numbers, exact times and dates 
and descriptions of the offenders - as if 
they were telling the police. 

“Evidence is crucial and we will not hes¬ 
itate to investigate and prosecute.” 

In Willenhall Memorial Park, thieves 
have been seen loading fish into the back 
of vans during late-night raids. 

Frozen waters have forced fish to rise 
near the surface making them easy pick¬ 
ings for the gangs, which are believed to be 
both selling them on and/or cooking them. 

Earlier this year, thieves stole hordes of 
fish from Moorcroft Wood Local Nature 
Reserve in Moxley. 

Anyone with suspicions should call the 
Environment Agency on 0800 80 70 60. 



Chairman of Blackheath Organ, Keyboard and Musical Society Malcolm Jones 


Members are key to success 

BLACKHEATH Organ, Keyboard lands and are hoping to get some younger 
and Musical Society is on the lookout people involved. 

for new members. “We have had a few more musicians get 

The club invites members to listen, learn i n contact recently, which is really positive 
and perform with the organ and keyboards, an d we want to build on that.” 
and is hoping to expand its membership to The society, which holds regular meeting, 

include more young people. recitals, and charity shows meets on the 

Malcolm Jones, spokesman for the club second Monday of every month at Rowley 
said: “We are loo kin g for new members, Regis Conservative Club in Hawn Lane, 
whether they want to come along to learn, Meetings start at 7.30pm. Anyone that 
play, or just listen. We have 15 members at would like more details should call Malcolm 
the moment, from all over the West Mid- on 0121 4397260. 
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Ukuleles for hire at the library 


AT one time a mere cough 
would provoke disapproving 
stares in a library. 

But times have changed and now 
people in the Black Country are being 
invited to come along and learn the 
ukulele. The scheme is under way at 
branches in Tipton. 

Robert Hazel, manager of Tipton 
library, said: “We are really excited about 
offering the loan of ukuleles, in addition 
to the usual books, CDs and DVDs. 

“We are working in partnership with 
the Midland Music Network to promote 
music in the area. 

Rainbow 

“In all we have 20 ukuleles, painted 
every colour of the rainbow, that will be 
available to borrow in the same way as a 
book. They can be loaned for four weeks 
at a time and renewed in just the same 
way.” 

Ukuleles will be available to loan from 
libraries in Tipton, Glebefields, Great 
Bridge, as well as from the Neptune 
Health Centre in Tipton. 

Each instrument comes with a tutor 
book and a DVD on how to learn to play. 
If successful the scheme could be rolled 
out to other areas. 

Mr Hazel added: “The cost of the 
project has been covered by a grant from 
Tipton Town team. 

“Ukuleles are now the most popular 
instrument in schools and are an easy 
instrument to learn.” 

“Research also shows that leaning to 
play a musical instrument can have a 
really beneficial influence on health.” 


Brindley II closer 

NEARLY all the land has been 
bought ahead of a £42 million 
project to regenerate Smethwick, 
developers say. 

The Brindley II project is expected to 
transform the town with 193 new family 
homes and a boost to the local economy 
with shops, cafes, roads and footpaths. 

Regeneration partnership PxP West 
Midlands say they are closer to securing 
all the sites needed for the new build¬ 
ings, which are expected to take up land 
around Lewisham Road, Mafeking Road 
and the Birmingham Mainline canal. 

Managing director Mark Stapleton 
said legal powers for compulsory pur¬ 
chase orders to buy up remaining land 
would be used. 



Playing the ukulele is library user Pritpal Burjy with musician Steve Meredith 
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KITCHENS & 
BATHROOMS 
SALE NOW ON! 



A5 Vernon 




STARTS THIS SATURDAY 9.30am 


Gras 100s to clear from. £1.50 

Ladies Nighties. £5 to £10 

Bed Jackets. £6.50 


BIGGER MENS WEAR 44 TO 62 CHEST/VUAIST 


Car coats. 1/2 PRICE 

Knitwear less than 1/2PRICE . £12.50 

Fleeces, body warmers. £15-£20 


Hornby & Bachmann Model Trains 


t)Cf Locos 20% & 25% off list prices 


Visit oir model railway website; www.aoakes.co.uh 


Scalextric Cars and Track. 20% to 50% off list prices 

Ladies and menssippers 1/2 PRICE ....£3.50, £5.00 etc 
Flannelette Sheets, 2 sheets + 2 pillow cases. £18.99 set 

0121 5521684 

Use our customer car 
paik at the rear of store 


A OAKES LTD. 174-180 VICARAGE R0AD r OIDBURY 868 8JB 
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Safety message is driven home for students 



Front, instructor Steve Cook, from Wombourne, and Wednesbury student 
Myles Pious, aged 16 


DRIVING school experts 
have been giving sixth- 
formers a reminder on the 
importance of safety on the 
roads. 

Instructors from BSM visited 
Stuart Bathurst School, Wednes¬ 
bury, to drive home their message 
to 40 students aged 16 and 17 in 
the lower sixth form. 

The visit was organised as part 
of a partnership between BSM and 
Sandwell Council, and instructors 


began the day by showing a video 
of a real-life accident, showing the 
effect is had on the driver and the 
victim’s family. 

The students tried out a driving 
simulator machine before putting 
the skills to the test during a series 
of mini-lessons on the school car 
park. A driving theory lesson was 
also carried out with students and 
a quiz was held. 

Sixth form learning mentor 
Marc McLaren said: “The message 
definitely got through.” 


Hundreds sign 
library petition 


HUNDREDS have 
signed a petition in support 
of a Sandwell library, which 
is feared could face the axe 
due to council budget cuts. 

The Friends of Rounds Green 
Library in Oldbury say the facility 
is likely to close as Sandwell 
Council makes £75 million of 
savings over the next four years. 

Almost 500 signatures have now 
been collected by users of the 
library who are desperate to see it 
remain open. The community 
library in Martley Road is located 
on the Lion Farm Estate in one of 
the most deprived areas of the 
borough and opened in 1966. 

The Friends group say the 
library which also offers free com¬ 


puter access, homework and art 
clubs, and coffee mornings, is 
believed to be a cutback target. 

Chairman of the Friends of 
Rounds Green Library, Marie 
Belfort, said: “Rounds Green 
Library is an essential and much¬ 
loved part of this community. To 
lose it or to see its services drasti¬ 
cally reduced would have a terrible 
impact on the lives of residents. 

“The last two years have seen a 
steady increase in the amount of 
people using the library and enjoy¬ 
ing all the resources, a sign that it 
is needed now more than ever.” 

Sandwell cabinet member for 
strategic resources, Councillor 
Steve Eling, said he could not pre¬ 
judge which services would be cut. 
He will be receiving a report on 
detailed cuts soon. 


Organist Jean raises 
£1,600 for the heroes 

AN internationally 
famous concert organ¬ 
ist, who has raised 
£1,600 for soldiers 
injured in 

Afghanistan, has pre¬ 
sented the windfall to 
charity bosses. 

Jean Martyn, from 
Brewood in Stafford¬ 
shire, presented the pro¬ 
ceeds of her recital in aid 
of Help for Heroes during 
an organ concert at West 
Bromwich Town Hall. 

She raised the money 
in a concert at St Mary’s 
and St Chad’s church in 
her home village, in front 
of a sell-out crowd includ¬ 
ing representatives from 
the army, RAF Stafford¬ 
shire Regimental Associ¬ 
ation and the Royal 
British Legion. 

Military 

The concert included 
military music and songs 
from the 1940s. 

The proceeds, raised 
from ticket sales and 
donations in November, 
were presented to Help 
for Heroes Staffordshire 
Jean Martyn with a cheque for Help for Heroes pre- co-ordinator Jeremy 
sented to regional co-ordinator Jeremy Hobbs Hobbs 
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Photographer shows I 
faith in Soho Road ' 


PHOTOGRAPHS documenting 
life on one of the West Midlands’ 
best-known roads have gone on 
show at Wolverhampton Art 
Gallery until February 26. 

Under Gods: Stories from Soho 
Road, by Liz Hingley, gives an 
insight into the different cultures 
and faiths that live around the road, 
which runs through Handsworth. 

Singers 

The artist spent two years researching, 
living with and taking pictures of differ¬ 
ent religious communities. Images 
include a dinner meeting of the Council of 
Faiths, a Sikh wedding and Polish 
Catholic carol singers. 

Miss Hingley said: “At a time when reli¬ 
gion is seen to cause much social unrest 
and breeds fear through misunderstand¬ 
ing, the photographs show the reality and 
intensity of different lifestyles and the 
beauty religion brings to everyday inner 
city life.” 

Drainage work 
is closing road 
for two months 

A WEST Bromwich road will be 
closed in the New Year for drainage 
and utility work to be carried out. 

Sandwell Road, between Bratt Street 
and Mill Street, was due to close on 
Tuesday and then remain shut until 
March 11, in order to allow the work to be 
carried out as part of the new BT build¬ 
ing. 

Diversion 

A diversion route will be set up via: 
Sandwell Road, High Street, Temple 
Street, Mill Street and vice-versa. 

Anyone has queries regarding the 
work should contact Philip Brown of 
Bowmer & Kirkland on (0121) 525 4305. 
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Jobless 
in line 
for £5m 
funding 

UNEMPLOYED 
people could be offered 
a £5.6million lifeline 
by Sandwell Council 
bosses. 

Chiefs will bid for 
£5.6m funding to help 
young people in the 
whole region. 

The authority will 
handle the bid to the 
European Social Fund on 
behalf of 45 community, 
voluntary, public and 
private bodies. 

If funding is awarded, 
it will cover schemes to 
get those aged over 16 
into work and training 
from January 2011 for 
three years. 

Councillor Steve Eling, 
Sandwell’s finance boss, 
said the authority would 
manage the bid for the 
whole region to keep the 
process simple. 

He said: “It is going to 
be a good New Year’s 
present. 

“It is a programme that 
will draw down Euro¬ 
pean social funding and 
will operate across the 
Black Country and there 
will be about 45 organi¬ 
sations involved in deliv¬ 
ering the programme. 

“It looks a very positive 
programme that can be 
expected to make a real 
difference. 

“We at Sandwell 
Council will manage the 
programme because it is 
going to be quite complex 
to manage it across a 
number of organisa¬ 
tions.” 

Cllr Eling added: 
“More than £5m will go 
into helping young 
people which will be a 
very positive move.” 



Donna Payton and Dale Hadley, of Tipton, with their young daughter Chloe 


A YOUNGSTER from Tipton 
youngster was the face of Acorns 
Children’s Hospice’s Christmas 
fundraising campaign. 

Chole Hadley-Payton, aged 21 
months, features in the charity’s Be A 
Star campaign, which appeals for 
support from people of the West Mid¬ 
lands. 

The youngster suffers from what 
doctors believe to be congenital myas¬ 
thenia gravis, a neuromuscular disor¬ 
der that causes weakness of the 
voluntary muscles, leading to difficul¬ 


ties with breathing, talking, chewing 
or swallowing, general fatigue and 
reduced mobility. She spent her first 
Christmas last year at Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital and was still 
living on a ward when she reached her 
first birthday but was finally able to 
leave hospital for a Christmas at h ome 
at Highfield Road with mother Donna 
Payton and father Dale Hadley, 
thanks to “step down” care provided by 
Acorns. 

To find out more visit www. 
acorns.org.uk/christmas website. 


Register births in easy new service 


NEW parents in 
Sandwell will be able to 
register births easier 
thanks to a new service. 

The Tell Us Once 
service means parents 
can register births at the 
council’s Highfields reg¬ 
ister office in West 
Bromwich and workers 
will pass details onto 
council and Government 
departments. The move 
means parents will not 
have to fill in lots of 
forms when new babies 
come into the world. 


Sandwell Council 
leader, Councillor 

Darren Cooper said: 
“Sandwell is one of the 
first councils to bring in 
the Department for 
Work and Pensions’ Tell 
Us Once scheme. 

Happier 

“It has proved really 
popular and helpful in 
bereavement services, 
and now it will be 
making the happier 
process of registering a 
birth even easier. 


“Staff at Highfields in 
West Bromwich will be 
able to inform depart¬ 
ments including chil¬ 
dren’s services, 

education, libraries, 
council housing, council 
tax benefits, child 
benefit and the Family 
Information Service 
about their new arrival. 

“We just want to give 
people better customer 
service and make regis¬ 
tering a birth easier.” 

For information call 
0121 569 2480. 


First view 
of casino 
at Oldbury 

THE artist’s impression (below) shows 
the proposed £15 million casino develop¬ 
ment in Oldbury. 

Developer St Modwen has submitted plans for the 
project near the M5. 

The development, which is planned for land at 
Birchley Island, will also include a hotel and offices 
and is yet to be considered by borough planning 
bosses. It would be built on a triangle of land to the 
south of the traffic island, adjacent to the motorway 
slip road and create about 180 jobs — 120 in the 
casino, 90 of which would be full-time. 

The office complex would create 33 jobs, with 40 
vacancies at the hotel. Further jobs would be created 
while the development was being built. 

Plans submitted to Sandwell Council state that 
proposals would see the creation of a Grosvenor 
Casino and the hotel would offer up to 80 bedrooms. 

The developers say: “The proposed development 
represents a unique opportunity to bring an impor¬ 
tant and prominent site fully into productive use.” 

“With an enthusiastic high-quality anchor occu¬ 
pier already identified, the scheme is well placed to 
unlock the potential of the site, where earlier propos¬ 
als have proved impossible to get off the ground.” 

Prominent 

“The application site is a prominent gateway into 
the area and high quality development of the type 
proposed will create an attractive landmark here, 
enhance the image of Oldbury, and encourage confi¬ 
dence to support further development and invest¬ 
ment locally. The area within which the application 
site is located is not just disadvantaged, it is 
amongst the most disadvantaged locations in the 
country. “The proposed development will help to 
address this.” 

A blanket ban on casinos was introduced in 
Sandwell in 2006 because councillors feared that 
they might encourage gambling. 

However, Rank Group was awarded its licence five 
years ago, before the ban came into force. 



An artist’s impression of the casino development 



Lynne Payne at Age UK in Wednesbury is appealing for unwanted presents 

Charity shop in a desperate 
bid to boost donated stock 


A CHARITY shop in Wednes¬ 
bury is appealing for unwanted 
Christmas gifts to be donated 
after the ice and snow saw its 
stocks fall. 

The appeal is being made by staff at 
the Age UK shop on the town’s Union 
Street. 

The charity was created when Age 
Concern and Help the Aged combined 
in February last year. 

Workers said that people have 
struggled to drop off donations due to 


the adverse weather conditions and 
hope now that Christmas is over they 
will experience a boost in donations. 

Sue Waring, manager at the shop, 
which has been based at its Union 
Street location for the last five years, 
said: “It has been a very slow time for 
us. The ice and snow meant it has been 
difficult for people to get out to leave 
donations and as a result are stocks 
are very much depleted. 

“In terms of volunteers we are doing 
really well. We just need more goods 
for sale.” 
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From The Hawthorns to queen of the Playboy mansion 


A GLAMOUR model who grew up 
in a pub in West Bromwich is 
engaged to Playboy multi-million¬ 
aire Hugh Hefner. 

Crystal Harris, aged 24, was raised in 
Ye Olde Rose & Crown in Cape Street, a 
stone’s throw from West Bromwich 
Albion’s Hawthorns ground. 

Hefner announced the engagement on 
social networking website Twitter. 

The 84-year-old revealed in his message 


that he gave Crystal an engagement ring as 
a special gift on Christmas Eve. 

Hefner, who has married twice before, told 
his 427,902 followers on Christmas Day that 
Harris burst into tears when he popped the 
question. 

The Playboy founder, who normally goes by 
the name ‘Hef’, wrote in his message: “When 
I gave Crystal the ring, she burst into tears. 
This is the happiest Christmas weekend in 
memory.” 

And to clarify the ring was for the engage¬ 
ment, he later wrote: ‘Yes, the ring I gave 


Crystal is an engagement ring. I didn’t mean 
to make a mystery out of it.” 

Third 

Crystal will be Hefner’s third wife but a 
date has not yet been set for their nuptials. 

The announcement follows the Playboy 
founder divorcing his second wife, Kimberly 
Conrad, earlier this year. 

Hefner, who started Playboy in 1953, first 
married his college sweetheart, Mildred 
Williams, but they divorced in 1959. 

Crystal, who was Playboy Playmate of the 



At Lightwoods Primary, deputy head Phil Robinson. Pupils at front: Eva 
Ramsey and Vianni Deu, both aged five. Back, Sophie Rickard, eight, 
Matthew Jones, eight, Thomas Hodder, nine, Matthew Degg 10 and Aran- 
deep Kalam, seven 

Fond farewell 
to deputy head 


THE school bell sounded for 
the final time for the deputy 
head teacher at an Oldbury 
school at the end of term. 

Deputy head and ardent Albion fan 
Philip Robinson, aged 60, was greeted 
by football club’s mascot Baggie Bird 
in a special assembly to mark his 
retirement after 20 years at Light- 
woods Primary School, Oldbury. 

The 210 pupils said goodbye to the 
popular teacher at a special assembly 
where they sang songs and certificates 
were presented. It was then that 
Baggie Bird presented Mr Robinson 


with his leaving present — a subscrip¬ 
tion to the National Trust in England 
and Scotland. 

Lightwoods headteacher Elaine 
Bowen said: “It was a very sad day for 
the school, the end of another era 
losing such a well-loved and respected 
teacher.” 

A parent organised the Albion sur¬ 
prise for the former year six teacher, 
who is from Halesowen. 

The children also said goodbye to 
Mary Hemmings, a lunch supervisor 
who has been at the school for the last 
16 years. 



All smiles at the dentist’s, from left: receptionist Yazmeen Matloob, dentist 
Dr Mirza and dental nurse Karen Kaur 

Bid to boost Barnardos fund 


TIPTON Dental 
Practice were giving 
away more than £500 
worth of dental care in 
their festive charity 
raffle. 

Principle dentist Dr 
Kazim Mirza and his 
staff at Tipton Dental 
Practice on Owen Street, 
were hoping to raise an 
equivalent £500 for 
Barnardos, the UK’s 
leading children’s 

charity. 

The team have been 


collecting donations for 
the past three months 
but hope that by offering 
prizes more patients will 
be encouraged to part 
with their small change. 

Community 

Over the past nine- 
years the surgery has 
dedicated much of its 
time to engaging the 
local community with 
various events. 

Dr Mirza said: “We 
really want to help 
promote Barnardos and 


we hope that our raffle 
can draw in enough 
funds to beat last year’s 
£300. 

“I hope that everyone 
will show their support 
to such a worthy cause.” 

This year’s prizes 
include a free in-surgery 
tooth whitening session 
worth £400, three home 
whitening kits and 
several oral hygiene kits 
including toothbrush, 
floss-picks and mouth¬ 
washes. 


Free bag of grit plan 


EVERY household in 
Sandwell could be given 
a free bag of grit under 
plans being considered 
by the borough’s council. 

Council leader Councillor 
Darren Cooper wants 
people to do their bit during 
the big freeze and said it 
could cost the authority as 
little as 20p per 10kg bag for 


the borough’s 90,000 house¬ 
holds. 

Plans are now being 
costed and a decision will be 
made in the new year. 

Cllr Cooper said: “We 
wouldn’t be able to deliver 
it, but we are also talking to 
voluntary organisations 
that could drop a bag of grit 
off on a voluntary basis.” 


Month in December last year, later 
responded on Twitter to say she was shocked 
so many people were talking about their 
news. In her own message on the website, she 
wrote: “Hef and I are TRENDING on 
©twitter!!!! WOW!!!” 

Crystal has previously dismissed claims 
she was with Hefner for his £27 million 
fortune, insisting she would sign a pre¬ 
nuptial agreement before the couple wed. 

Along with the rest of her family, Crystal 
first moved to San Diego, California, when 
she was 10. 

Crystal met the 84-year-old at the 2008 
Halloween party at the Playboy Mansion, 
where she has been living for the past two 
years. 

The former Black Country girl began mod¬ 
elling as she studied for psychology degree, 
which she quit after moving into the 
mansion. 

She is now set on a singing career after 
signing a £12 million seven- album deal with 
Organica Music Group earlier this year. 

She said her love for music began back in 
Ye Olde Rose & Crown when she would sing 
along with her dad as he performed for the 
customers. Ye Olde Rose & Crown is now 
derelict and boarded up. 



Hugh Hefner and Crystal Harris 
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Tuesday 10 January 
5.00pm to 7.30pm 

• 

• 

• 

10am- 
dpm 

VAttlnesday 10 January 
5.00pm to 7.30pm 





Th ursday 20 Jan uary 
5.00pm to 7.30pm 
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Year 6 children at St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Wednesbury, Ellie Harbinson, 
left, aged 10, Ben Hellend, 10, Lewis Parsons, 11, and Eva Djukic, 10 

History brought to life 


VISITORS to a Wednesbury school were 
treated to a 1940s-themed tea dance. 

Year 6 children at St Mary’s Catholic 
Primary School Manor House Road, invited 
parishioners, relatives and governors to 
enjoy an event to mark the end of their 
history topic. More than 30 pupils dressed 
as evacuees, entertained visitors with 
wartime songs, including Run, Rabbit Run 
and It’s a Long Way to Tipperary. 


Pupils also performed wartime tunes on 
their brass and woodwind instruments. 
They also led some period dancing with a 
waltz and quickstep, having learnt the 
steps from dance teacher Andrew Henshaw 
from nearby Stuart Bathurst College of 
Performing Arts. 

The event ended with servings of tea and 
cake while guests shared their wartime 
memories with the children. 


Preacher 

awarded 

£ 4,000 

damages 

WEST Midlands Police have been 
ordered to pay more than £4,000 in 
damages to a Christian street 
preacher who was arrested and 
handcuffed for claiming that gay 
people will go to hell. 

Anthony Rollins, who quoted the King 
James Bible on the subject of the ‘effem¬ 
inate’ as he preached in Birmingham, 
was held in a cell for nearly four hours 
after a passer-by dialled 999. 

The member of the public had claimed 
that the language was “hugely offen¬ 
sive”, but a judge said police had arrested 
45-year-old Mr Rollins “unthinkingly”. 
The force is considering an appeal. 

Mr Rollins, who said he was treated 
like a “common criminal” has been 
speaking on the streets of Birmingham 
as a member of a Christian mission for 12 
years. In June 2008 he was handing out 
leaflets in the city centre and quoting 
passages from the King James Bible 
relating to homosexuality. 

One passage condemned the “unright¬ 
eous”, including fornicators, idolaters, 
adulterers, effeminate, and “abusers of 
themselves with mankind”. 

Mr Rollins told listeners that effemi¬ 
nate meant homosexuals. Quoting the 
Book of Revelation, he said “the abom¬ 
inable shall have their part in the lake 
which burneth with fire and brimstone”. 

Judge Lance Ashworth QC told at 
Birmingham County Court that police 
who made the arrest acted “as a matter 
of routine”. 

“This was not done in any way mali¬ 
ciously, spitefully or arrogantly. It was 
done unthinkingly.” 

Speaking after the ruling, Mr Rollins 
said: “The judgment is excellent news. 
But I didn’t do this for the compensation. 
I did it for freedom of speech.” 

Judge Ashworth also dismissed the 
evidence by the onlooker who called 
police, saying: “He struck me as a man 
full of his own self-importance who in the 
witness box relished the attention and 
greatly embellished his evidence.” 
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An artist’s impression of how the town centre project could look after its opening, which is scheduledfor autumn 2012 

Stores, restaurants and cinema 
in Tesco plan for town centre 


WORK will start on West 
Bromwich’s long-awaited 

£200million Tesco development in 
May. 

The 570,487sq ft scheme will 
include a Tesco Extra store, shops, 
restaurants, cinema, car parking and 
a petrol station. It will take around 18 
months to complete and is set to open 
to the public in autumn 2012. 

Work on a new ring road for West 
Bromwich town centre is set to start this 
month and will be the first phase of the 
works to get under way. 

The ring road will be created from the 
A41 Expressway which will run to the 
north east of the old petrol filling station 
site onto Reform Street. It is expected to 
take until autumn to complete. 


Two new roundabouts will be created as 
part of the new roadway, as well as a mini 
roundabout for access into a new petrol 
filling station. The ring road will loop 
towards Cronehills Linkway and will 
finish at Reform Street. 

Jobs 

Tony Fletcher, corporate affairs manager 
for Tesco, said: “A tremendous amount of 
work has been undertaken over recent 
years to develop a truly outstanding retail 
experience for West Bromwich, which 
should create around 2,000 new jobs for the 
town. We are now able to progress with a 
forward programme, where everyone can 
see the scheme taking shape and share our 
excitement. It really will transform part of 
the town centre and strengthen retail 
choice, making West Bromwich a top desti¬ 
nation for shopping and leisure.” 


Tesco bosses say the road improvements 
will provide much easier access and traffic 
flow around West Bromwich town centre. 

Mr Fletcher added: “It is a major project 
and we are working closely with the high¬ 
ways team to ensure minimal disruption.” 

Councillor Ian Jones, jobs and economy 
boss at Sandwell Council, said: “After so 
much preparation it is good to start 2011 
with contractors coming on site and see the 
improvements taking place over the next 
year.” 

Tesco said it is currently talking to a 
number of retail and leisure business who 
want to take on units in the new shopping 
area. 

It has yet to secure a big name “anchor 
store” for the new development but said 
negotiations are ongoing with interested 
parties. 



Sandwell parks and countryside team members Sunish Patel, Barbara Carroll and 
Carole Calloway present more than £600 to Sandwell mayor Councillor Pauline 
Hinton raised by the Sandwell Horticultural show for her charities 

Contest is a fundraiser 


A VEGETABLE growing competition in 
Sandwell, which attracted more then 1,000 
entries, helped raise more than £600 for 
Alzheimer’s sufferers and cancer patients. 

The annual Sandwell Horticultural 
Show raised £622 for the mayor of 
Sandwell’s chosen charities, the 
Alzheimer’s Society and Macmillan Cancer 
Support. 

The event, organised by Sandwell 
Council’s parks and countryside team, 
took place on August bank holiday and pro¬ 
ceeds have now been counted. 


The majority of the cash was raised 
through the ‘biggest vegetable’ competi¬ 
tions and an auction of show produce. 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet member for 
youth, culture and leisure Councillor Ann 
Shackleton said: “This is the highest 
amount we have donated, topping last 
year’s donation of £610. 

“I want to say thank you to the team in 
the horticultural marquee for working so 
hard to make the show a success.” 

The cheque was presented to the Mayor 
of Sandwell Councillor Pauline Hinton. 


Forums 
meet to 
discuss 
problems 

PEOPLE in Oldbury can raise any 
crime, anti-social behaviour or envi¬ 
ronmental concerns at forum meet¬ 
ings in January. 

Sandwell Council’s communities unit 
organises forum meetings in all Sandwell 
neighbourhoods. Forums are a chance for 
people to bring concerns about their area 
to the attention of the council’s neighbour¬ 
hood managers, police and other partner 
organisations, so that action can be taken. 

The meetings in Oldbury will start 
today (Thursday) at Bristnall at London¬ 
derry Baptist Church, Bristnall Hall 
Road, from 6.30pm. 

All the meetings will be at 6.30 and can 
last for up to an hour and a half. 

Langley 

The Langley forum meet on Monday, 
January 17, at Ebenezer Wesleyan 
Reform Church, Langley High Street; 
Oldbury, Tuesday, January 18, at Burnt 
Tree Primary School, Hill Road; Old 
Warley, January 19, St Hubert’s Primary 
School, Clent Road. 

For more information, contact neigh¬ 
bourhood manager Parmjit Sahota on 
0121 569 3557, or email 

parmjit_sahota@sandwell.gov.uk. 

People can report crime to police on 
0345 113 5000. They can also report prob¬ 
lems to Sandwell’s anti-social behaviour 
helpline by phoning 0845 359 7500, 
texting SANDWELL ASB plus your 
message to 60003 or emailing 
contact@sandwell. gov. uk. 


Cycle for fitness 

THOSE wanting to burn off those extra 
calories after the Christmas festivities can 
saddle up and join in family bike cycle 
rides around Sandwell Valley. The ses¬ 
sions are held on the first Sunday of every 
month and start at 10am. All rides are 
short and easy and last two to three hours 
with a break. For details call 0800 011 
4656. 
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WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, PORCHES, MSCUS & SOFFIT BOARDS 
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MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 
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WINTER SALE 
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for 16-18s starting in 
January 2011 -'~W • 


"AccdiJirltirjg (SC/MB) * 

■ Artand Design (SC) 

■ Business Ad min istretien 
(SC/MB) 

■Childcare (SC/MB) 

■ Construction (ER/JW) 

■ C ustomer Services (SC/M B) 

■ Engineering /Utilities (JW) 



oai 


/ 

■ Fashion (MP) 

■ Hairdressing and Beauty 
Therapy (JW) 

1 Horticultuie (SCJ. 

1 Health and Social Care (SC/MB) 

1 Information Technology (SC/MB) 
1 Pte-Uniformed Services (JW) 

1 Sport and Leisute (SC) 

7|T B- 



Interview and 
Assessment ple< 
contact our Busini 
Development Te; 


pen aay 

at our three main campuses 


Saturday 15th January 

H.., ■ 

0845155 0101 

www.bmetc.ac.uk 

S Litton CdillVld Cjunpu* {SO ■ Clastic Vale Sldlls ffcntHi {C V) 


Lichfield Ro^id 
Sullen Celdfickl D74 I 


Mattlkcw Boulton CanipLK {MB) 


jennena kcm 
miingham 04 7PS 

Aldrid 

Birmingham D44 GNE 


Sgilfiit Hclisc, 10 High Sired, C^iaUc 
Qirmingliam D35 7PR 


itybeieSlreel, Hig 
Birmingham G12 DYL 


REVIEWS 
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Sell-out crowd share a night to remember as band make official debut 

Homecoming for Black 
Country rock supergroup 


BCC in concert with Glenn Hughes (left) and Joe Bonamassa 


BLACK COUNTRY COMMUNION, 
WOLVERHAMPTON CIVIC HALL 

THE Black Country has a new band to 
claim as its own, one firmly in the tradition 
of Led Zeppelin, Black Sabbath and Judas 
Priest. 

The region established on the pounding of 
metal had plenty of pounding metal to celebrate 
when the supergroup quartet came 'home' for 
their first official gig after storming to the top of 
the rock charts with their self-titled debut album 
Black Country Communion. 

Former Trapeze and Deep Purple rocker Glenn 
Hughes has swopped home in Cannock for southern 
California, and gained a transAtlantic drawl, but the 
'voice of rock 1 was in fine form at the venue where he 
first performed 40 years earlier. 

Joining him was Dudley-born Jason Bonham, a 
great drummer like his late father, the Led Zep sticks- 
man John; and two Americans, guitarist-singer Joe 
Bonamassa and keyboardist Derek Sherinian. 

From the moment Hughes' thunderous bassline 
introduced the band's anthem Black Country, the song 
which topped and tailed the gig, the sell-out audience 
knew they were in for something special. And they 
were. 

The combination of four great talents gelled to per¬ 
fection. Hughes can still hit notes only previously 
attained by scalded cats with apparent ease and his 
fluid, funky bass makes the molten metal flow. The 
sharp-dressed Bonamassa plays with a masterful elo¬ 
quence that makes him a candidate for best blues rock 
guitarist of his era. Sherinian has a Ray Manzarek-like 
touch on the keys. But the heart beat of the band is 
Bonham's pounding propulsive drumming. 

Tribute 

Highlights of the 90-minute set included the bluesy 
Beggarman, an extended version of Too Late For The 
Sun and Joe Bonamassa star vehicles Song of Yester¬ 
day and The Ballad of John Henry. 

Then BCC turned back the clock for Trapeze opus 
Medusa and, in tribute to John Bonham, a version of 
Led Zep's No Quarter. Sista Jane was delivered with a 
Stones-like swagger before the band returned to 
encore with a scorching version of Deep Purple's 
Burn. 

The crowd seemed reluctant to leave until Hughes 
promised that the band would return in the summer to 
commune some more. 

Leon Burakowski 


star extraTRAVEL 



LONDON 
Theatre Breaks 

Coach inclusive breaks Selected weekend departures 

from £124.95 Saturday Night Theatre 
from £129.95 Dine and Dance 

Unbeatable value two-day dine and dance theatre break (dinner, 
bed and breakfast) for the matinee performance or Saturday night 
theatre weekend breaks (bed and breakfast) with a superb choice of 
West End shows. The price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay 
in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast and free 
time in London on the Sunday. Choose your pick-up point from 
Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Two-day Theatre Double Bill and two-day Friday Night Theatre 
breaks also available 

Rail inclusive breaks Departures most weekends 

from £129.95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital from a choice of London hotels. Your ticket is for 
a Saturday evening performance and rail travel is standard class 
with the option to upgrade. Depart Saturday morning from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford, Telford or 
Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to 
give plenty of free time for shopping and sightseeing in London. You 
may also stay on the Friday evening for an additional cost. 

Self-drive breaks Departures most weekends 

from £89.95 (Friday) from £99.95 (Saturday) 

The self-drive break is for one evening staying in a four-star hotel 
with top price tickets for the Friday evening or a choice of ticket 
categories for the Saturday evening performance. 

For the Friday night self-drive break there is the option to stay extra 
nights (Saturday and Sunday) for a reasonable supplement (subject 
to availability). 

Please note: the "from” price and price bands vary for each show 
- see brochure for details. Single room supplements apply. 

Arranged by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a brochure please call (01902) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm), 
email starextra@expressandstar.co.uk (please include your name and address) 
or go to www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 




































Rich history - the interior of St Bartholomew’s Church, Wednesbury, which is celebrating 800 years 

Celebrating 800 years 



I T HAS been 800 years since its first 
mention in an historic document. 
And now worshippers at a Wednes¬ 
bury church are looking back over its rich 
history to celebrate the milestone. 

Although the date St Bartholomew’s Church 
was built is unknown, its first reference comes 
from a document drafted for King John in 
1211 . 

Reverend Tim Vasby-Burnie is hoping to bring its 
history under the spotlight to celebrate the anniver¬ 
sary. 

“We believe the church had been there a lot longer 


than mentioned in the rolls but this is the first 
record we have,” he said. 

“There is never going to a more definitive birthday 
than this so we have decided to celebrate it now.” 

The reference to the church appears in the Plea 
Rolls of King John in 1211 when one of the royal 
chaplains, a master William, was appointed to the 
church of Wednesbury. 

Central 

Celebrations being considered for the 800th 
anniversary include a nostalgic exhibition detailing 
the development of the church over the years, public 
tours and a flower festival. 

“The church has been 
central to the people of 
Wednesbury for hun¬ 
dreds of years,” said Mr 
Vasby-Burnie. 

Although the Plea 
Rolls feature the earli¬ 
est reference to the 
church, Roman numer¬ 
als found on a roof beam 
when the church’s roof 
collapsed in 1765 sug¬ 
gested it existed in 
some form in 711AD. 

Evolved 

Peter Knowles, chair¬ 
man of the Wednesbury 
History Society, said: 
“There is very little of 
the original church that 
remains now. 

“It has evolved over 
many years.” 


Rev Tim Vasby-Burnie at the church gates 



oacy tv ppwm cfrfe awl Irtondty .*pf:cgjc* Mil bv ktoal for all 
rallying Inom n«r*uuu polking tu ohiM utJuuh. jlU^Kliiiy for tfni fVvl 

tiVTCw 

«V« can book in » Ir mm oarau Hntian tot any ccanMin (r«abn«tl »c%j mm 
m cftacuaairHj utrth It« rtanliil 

eirty tip on cnfvtm 

0121 5201881 

\ -f- mi 

\ \ ' *Acn to Vi -<2 P.aoan - O.OQpm 

* / Fn AQOnai - 

>»»••• \ 

V * 2 Uraly 

% *' Vtua MldUmJc n* a 

V v v ' MU mbo 0641,404? 


SANDWELL & GT. BARR CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 06 2011 Page 19 



Its SALE time! Our best over offcis moan you 
can savo ovon more whon you buy 4 or more 
replacement wtchen cupboard doors 


lei replacement kitchen cupboard Dooi 
'rawer fronts, and choose either FREE 
'RKTOPS or Free SINK & TAPS or extra disc 


Offers End 22 IAN. 




hhseeem 


UtiUii HHIL l Q 4 IJ 

FREE No Obligation Home Quotation Service 


Nobody beats our prices 


nteed! 


$Ho*»?goi n; & Gr-wn Lawiwoc-d Rd MkJIafld* DY-8 J-PD 01334 2&33G4 


good kitchen simply 
because the doors & 
drawers look a 
%>. little dated? « 


it Hooper in 20111 • Vbitor eon u« I 


Riig our friandly loam today to anaigo your 
FREE No Obligation Home survey & Quotation! 


CAHNOCKtUMJSSOMT DUDLEY frl M4 S» MS 


www.imore.co.uk 
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Sergeant Gavin Peever with Samantha Bates and teenagers James Innes, 
Becky Harrison, Laura Durrant, Pc Abbey Jones and Aaron Moore 


New lifeguards celebrate 


TEENAGERS in 
Tipton are celebrating 
after passing a life- 
guarding course. 

The five youngsters 
took part in the eight- 
week course which was 
delivered by two police 
officers who are accred¬ 
ited instructors and form 
part of the West Mid¬ 
lands Police lifesaving 
team. 

The five students, 
aged between 15 and 17, 
were selected from 
Alexandra High and 
RSAAcademy. As part of 
the course the students 


were required to attend 
Tipton Swimming Baths 
one evening a week for 
two hours, where their 
time was spent learning 
first aid and practical 
lifesaving techniques. 

They all received a 
recognised national pool 
lifesaving award which 
they can use to help 
them find employment 
in the leisure industry or 
gain entry onto a sports 
course. 

All of the students are 
also now qualified to 
apply for the bronze 
medallion swimming 


course in February. 

Meanwhile, adults can 
now learn to become life¬ 
guards and swimming 
teachers with new 
courses at pools in 
Sandwell. 

A lifeguard course at 
Langley Swimming 
Centre, Vicarage Road, 
Oldbury, starts on 
January 10, and costs 
£190. 

A swimming teachers’ 
course is on Tuesdays at 
Smethwick Swimming 
Centre from February 8. 
For details, call 0121 506 
4983. 


Conman walked 
off with savings 
and a prized tree 


POLICE are appealing for 
the public’s help to find a man 
who took a Great Barr pen¬ 
sioner’s prized tree and sub¬ 
stantial savings in a 
“despicable” crime. 

The thief knocked on the 
elderly woman’s door in Shady 
Lane claiming to be a gardener. 
Although he was unknown to her, 
she let him into her back garden 
where he uprooted a 6ft tree. 

It is believed he then went into 
the woman’s house and took an 


undisclosed amount of cash before 
leaving with the tree in the direc¬ 
tion of Aldridge Road. 

Detective Sergeant Ruth 
Lockyer, from Handsworth police 
station, who is leading the inves¬ 
tigation, said: “This is a despica¬ 
ble crime where the offender has 
tricked his way into the elderly 
victim’s home and taken a large 
tree as well as her savings.” 

Conspicuous 

She added: “Walking around 
Great Barr with a 6ft tree, he will 


have been very conspicuous. I 
would ask anyone who saw the 
man or who may have been 
offered the tree to get in touch.” 

The thief struck on the after¬ 
noon of December 7. He is 
described as white, aged between 
42 and 44, around 6ft to 6ft 2in, 
with short auburn hair, medium 
build, wearing blue jeans and a 
blue jumper. 

Anyone with information 
should contact DS Lockyer on 
0345 113 5000 or Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111. 


Lewis wants 
to be starting 
something 

THERE is just one thing that Lewis 
Kirkpatrick wants this year, and that is 
to gain a slot in front of the Britain’s Got 
Talent judges. 

The six-year-old Abbey Infant School 
pupil from Bearwood took his love of 
Michael Jackson to the Britain’s Got 
Talent trials in Birmingham. 

He was up against 10,000 other 
people who were all vying for the chance 
to star on television in front of judges 
Michael McIntyre, David Hasselhoff 
and Amanda Holden. 

Smile 

Lewis’s dad Ian, 44, said: “When 
Lewis was performing, the producer had 
a smile on her face and they played the 
whole track, which they don’t normally 
do.” 

Lewis, who lives in Wigorn Road, 
Bearwood has to wait until February to 
find out if he was successful in the trials. 



Lewis Kirkpatrick dances like a little Michael Jackson 





Jonny Cole from Wednesbury who has written a 
song about his home town 


Witty ditty about 
home town is 
an online smash 

A COMEDY song about a Black Country 
musician’s home town has become an internet 
smash — achieving more than 10,400 hits in 
less than a month. 

Jonny Cole penned Wednesbury Song in his 
kitchen and had no idea it would be so popular. 

“I have been writing music for years and have 
always dreamt of connecting to lots of people 
through music,” said the 31-year-old, of Church Hill. 
“This song was written in the space of about 20 
minutes over a cup of coffee. 

“I was just messing around and was only going to 
play it to my dad and mate. But my dad said I should 
post it on YouTube and then it just kicked off.” 

Album 

Before Wednesbury Song, Mr Cole had written 
music on more serious themes. He has been playing 
the guitar for 17 years and has performed gigs at 
pubs across the Black Country. 

He is now putting together an album of comedy 
tracks and is planning a Black Country pub tour. 
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S0FAH0USE NEW 
YEAR SALE NOW ON 
- CALL NOW 

BEFORE YOU BUY, COME AMI TRY! 

Visit our showroom and compare our 
quality and very keen prices 


Sofas made on the premises 

You wilt not be disappointed 


CHCAftO 




3+1+1 


Rejuvenate your old sofa 
with new fillings from £20 

Soft, Medium or Hard 
Reflex foam and feather filling 

BSuppotprixalliliiiteluiois 
•MprSofesbeiig 
irderairAortsfcp 


•Slicig qinlitj Faies 
_. nn •Sprung bases 
From x.488 •fybdtBfySBtbrc 
•Re-upholstBi^ 

Sofa House Upholstery 
Unit 6 Queens Court 
Industrial Estate 
Greets Green Road 
West Bromwich B70 9EG 

Tel: 0121 520 3111 


www.sofahous9upholstery.co.uk 
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Explore your world with 

star extraTRAVEL 


See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and Eurostar, 
plus holidays further afield. 


Brought to you by the 


Film puts 
focus on 
d yslexia 
sufferers 

K RISSY the star of a new Black 
Country made film, has these 
words to say to schools: ‘Tm not 
stupid. The teachers just don’t under¬ 
stand me.” 

Young Wordsley film maker Dan Evans, 
managing director of Expressive Arts Pro¬ 
ductions, has produced the DVD - called 
Musik - with the help of family and 
friends, a Star Wars actor, the famous 
Pinewood Studios, local schools and an 
Aston Martin supercar. 

And Dan achieved all of that with a 
budget of just£5,000. Jeremy Bulloch, who 
played Bob a Fett in Star Wars films and 
Edwin in the Cliff Richard movie Summer 
Holiday, appears in the film. 

He plays Krissy’s maths teacher in 
Musik, which aims to inspire people with 
dyslexia. It is about a teenage girl who is 
labelled ‘stupid’ and faces torment from 
bullies at school. 

Producing 

A fifth of the profits from sales will go to 
the British Dyslexia Association, which is 
promoting the film through its newsletters 
and magazines. 

Dan, aged 22, of Swanfield Road, Word¬ 
sley who specialises in producing corpo¬ 
rate, commercial and training DVDs, 
music videos and films, shot ‘Musik’ at 
Pinewood Studios, The Wordsley School, 
The Brier special school in Kingswinford 
and a friend’s mock medieval mansion in 
Lawnswood, Wordsley. 

Krissy, played by 19-year-old Natasha 
Bennett - a Gornal singer whose stage 
name is Taisa — turns her life around by 
learning to play the saxophone, deter¬ 
mined to show the world that being 
dyslexic does not stop her from being suc- 



Film maker Dan Evans and, inset, 
Natasha Bennett 

cessful. Along the way viewers learn a lot 
more about how dyslexia is diagnosed — 
and that people with the condition are 
often intelligent, creative and successful. 

The script was written by Dan’s girl¬ 
friend, musician Joanne Naylor, aged 23, 
of Wolverhampton Road, Sedgley, who 
plays the saxophone. 

“Joanne really researched the subject 
well, reading books about it and talking to 
people she knows with dyslexia,” said Dan, 
who gained a BTEC National Diploma in 
media — moving image at Halesowen 
College. “We wanted to raise awareness 
that people with dyslexia are not stupid 
but have a different way of thinking and a 
different perspective on life. In our film 
Krissy, who is aged 15, comes out of her 
shell when she learns to play the saxo¬ 
phone and she enters a talent show at 
school.” 

The DVD costs £4.50, a download is 95p 
and downloadable streams are available 
for 45p (SD) or 60p (HD). 


Underground fires were a real problem 



UNDERGROUND FIRE 
BREAKS OUT NEAR 

rsSsXK houses 

■JtSWfS -At Dudley 
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Minnie Page in her smouldering garden, in 1956 Malcolm Price, in 1990 A typical Express & Star headline on a fire in 1956 

Smouldering gardens 
and sand hot enough 
to burn a boy’s feet 


U nderground fires are 

a persistent problem in 
coal-rich areas, and the 
Black Country and Staffordshire 
have had many. 

They are easy to start -a bonfire 
near surface coal or just lightning can 
do it - and very difficult to put out. 

And how do you know how far, and how 
deep, the fire extends? 

Ringing them with trenches filled with 
concrete has worked, but what if the fire is 
partly outside the concrete barrier? It 
could burn downwards and then outwards 
beyond the concrete. 

It could be years before anyone finds out 
— such is the slow and creeping nature of 
underground fires. 

Melting 

Worldwide there are two especially 
remarkable underground fires, in America 
and Australia. 

In Pennsylvania, the ground under the 


town of Centralia has been burning since 
the 1960s. Its roads are melting, and the 
ground is caving in. Despite all efforts to 
stop the fire, the town had to be abandoned, 
and the fire burns on. 

And in Australia, Burning Mountain is 
estimated to have been smouldering for 
6,000 years. It is expected to burn for thou¬ 
sands more years yet. 

In 1993, Cannock Chase councillors 
were worried about plans to build homes on 
the former Rugeley Aluminium works, 
because the ground had been on fire for up 
to 60 years. 

Fire officer William Smith said: “Under¬ 
ground fires are always a problem, because 
you never know to what extent they are 
burning.” 

In Moxley in 1956, Minnie Page’s garden 
spouted smoke. Drilling down 25ft, fire¬ 
fighters located and put out the fire. 

Dudley was a particularly unlucky area 
in the 1950s and 1960s, with underground 
fires in Rowley Road and in Newark Road, 
Netherton. A further fire was found to 
underlie Watsons Green Road. 


The Rowley Road fire affected new resi¬ 
dent Mrs A.E Vanes, of Vauxhall Gardens. 
She said: “For an hour I helped my 
husband and my son to tip buckets of water 
on the spot. Next morning the smoke was 
there again.” 

The cost of all this is thankfully usually 
reckoned in damage to property rather 
than in injuries. But in 1990 16-year-old 
Malcolm Price of Wednesbury was hurt on 
Friar Park estate when he fell through hot 
sand on wasteland and burned his foot. 

Burn 

The problem goes on, and was sum¬ 
marised more than 50 years ago by Dudley 
engineer J.S. Evans: “The only way to stop 
the fires and save the houses was to cut 
them off completely and let themselves 
burn out,” he said. 

“Bore holes sometimes 30 feet deep have 
been made at a distance of 80 yards behind 
the houses. Into these we have injected a 
mixture of sand and cement. 

“There should be no more trouble from 
the fires,” he added. 
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SHOWCASE FIREPLACE LTD 

LARGEST FIREPLACE RETAILER IN THE BLACK COUNTRY 


Established 1998 


www.showcasefireplaces.co.uk 


Inset Gas and Electric Fires 

Wail Mounted and Hoie-in-the-Wall Electric and Gas Fires 
Electric & Gas Stoves - Freestanding Gas and Electric Fires 
Solid Fuel Fires - Marble and Wood Fireplaces 

all on show ^ 

The Showcase Fireplace Ltd. i 

High Street. Princes End. T pton OY4 9JF 
Telephone: 0121 520 7802 
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Former staff from the Round Oak Steelworks are seen during a reunion event at Dudley Museum 


The steelworks seen when it was still in operation and, right, an aerial view of the site in 1988 


Furnace of friendship 



Ex-workers, brothers Ron and Ken Walters, seen with artwork on display 


Barry Thompson, Richard Wandless, Brendan Hawthorne and Steve Field 


IT ONCE employed thou¬ 
sands of workers and the 
red glow of its hot fur¬ 
naces would light up the 
Black Country sky at 
night as sparks, ash and 
the hiss of cooling metal 
filled the air. 

Generations of Brierley 
Hill families had laboured in 
the open hearths at the land¬ 
mark Round Oak steelworks 
since it began production in 
1857 at the height of the 
Industrial Revolution. 

When the famous furnaces 
closed in December 1982, it 
caused upset, anger and 
widespread unemployment. 

Now, 28 years later, it has 
been replaced with smart 
glass-fronted offices and 
restaurants on the Water¬ 
front complex and nearby 
farmland has been trans¬ 
formed into a busy modern 
shopping centre, bringing 
jobs back to the town. 

But memories of years 
spent labouring at one of the 
Black Country’s most famous 
steelworks came flooding 
back at a reunion for former 
workers, who still hold it 
dearly in their hearts. 

More than 100 workers got 
together to remember the old 



Trevor Potter, Wally Fletcher, Len Jones, Tom Gray, Ernie Allen, Dennis Horton, in 1961 


days at a reunion at Dudley 
Museum and Art Galley 
earlier this month. 

And it wasn’t long before 
old friends starting reminisc¬ 
ing about what it was like 
working at the plant, which 
they fondly called the Old 
Lady. 

The steelworks were a 
family affair for brothers Ken 
and Ron Walters, aged 66 and 
63, who had both followed in 
the footsteps of their father 
David, a ladleman, who 
worked at the site for more 
than 40 years. 

The pair spent their days in 
the open hearth, with Ken, of 
Gorsty Avenue, working for 
12 years at the site while Ron, 
of Fenton Street was there a 
decade. 

“My father started work 
there when he was 15 almost 
by accident,” Ron said. 

“He was hanging around 
the gates and a foreman 
spotted him and said ‘you will 
do’ and that was it, he became 
one of the workers. 

“Because my father worked 
there, me and my brothers 
David and Ken went there 
too. It was a great place to 
work, you really felt part of 
something big. 

“Round Oak closing had 


such huge impact on Brierley 
Hill. It was the heart and 
soul of the town and when it 
closed it left behind a ghost 
town, which has never fully 
recovered,” said Ron. 

When Round Oak closed 
many workers struggled to 
find jobs elsewhere and as a 
last resort some opted to seek 
positions at steelworks over¬ 
seas. 

Friends John Bagley, aged 
66, of Stourbridge, Edwards 
Mattocks, 73, and Peter 
Taylor, 67, both of Brierley 
Hill, went abroad to find 
work after the site closed. 

“We all went around the 
world to find jobs, because 
there wasn’t any work in this 


country,” said Mr Bagley, who 
spent 20 years at Round Oak 
before spells working in Italy, 
Spain and Iceland. 

“We were very sad when 
Round Oak closed. It was 
more than just a steelworks, 
it was a way of life. 

‘Men started work there 
when they 15 and stayed 
their until they retired. 

“We used to call Round Oak 
the Old Lady and treated her 
with respect,” said Mr Mat¬ 
tocks, who worked in the 
melting shops from 1952 to 
1980. 

Another long-serving 
worker was retired engineer 
Tony Shinner, of Norton 
Road, Stourbridge, who was 


at Round Oak from 1947 to 
1981. 

For the last 11 years, he 
was joined by his wife of 60 
years, Betty, who was one of 
many women working in the 
offices. 

“It was a happy place to 
work,” she said. 

“There was quite a lot of 
women working in the offices 
while then men were on the 
shop floor. I enjoyed my time 
there.” 

The reunion included an 
exhibition of old photographs 
and paintings of the Round 
Oak site as well as poetry 
readings paying homage to 
the site’s importance in Brier¬ 
ley Hill. 
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What would you do if 
someone collapsed? 


course. Gareth May, St John Ambulance 
trainer at Wolverhampton’s Wharf Street 
centre, said: “Over half (56%) of people in the 
West Midlands wouldn’t feel confident trying 
to save a life,. 

“A quarter (29%) would just wait for an 
ambulance, a third (33%) would try first aid 
even though they are not sure what to do, 
and just over a quarter (28%) say they’d 
know what first aid to do. 

“But sadly, our research shows that many 
would do the wrong thing and could worsen 
things.” 

This April St John Ambulance launched 
The Difference campaign, which aims to 
encourage people to learn basic first aid 
skills which could make the difference 
between life and death. 

According to statistics released by St John, 
150,000 people die each year in situations 
where first aid could have given them a 
chance to live. 

Gareth said: “We believe that anyone who 
needs first aid should receive it and yet, as 
our latest research shows, that’s not happen¬ 
ing. ‘We can’t rely on other people to have the 
skills - everyone should take the responsibil¬ 
ity to learn first aid themselves. 

Surprised 

“We can all be the difference between a life 
lost and a life saved.” 

The course taught me many life saving 
essentials, particularly how to keep an 
injured or ill person comfortable and alive 
until paramedics arrive. 

I was surprised to learn that nearly every¬ 
one has placed somebody in the recovery 
position, usually to shove someone on their 
side to stop them from snoring. 

When learning CPR (Cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation) I was faced with a limbless 
manikin and at first I was at a loss as to 
where to begin. Despite what you may have 
witnessed on Bay watch, often the injured 


party won’t come round during CPR but it is 
essential to perform 30 compressions at a 
rate of 100 per minute followed by blowing 
into the person’s mouth until their chest 
rises. 

This should be repeated until the person 
begins the breath unaided, paramedics 
arrive or if you are too exhausted to continue. 

In the session I was also taught how to 
perform the Heimlich manoeuvre, now 
known as abdominal thrust, how to treat 
cuts and burns and how to clear someone’s 
airway. 

Andy Griffiths, aged 24, from Penn, 
Wolverhampton, attended the course. He 
said “I was in the cubs when I was younger 
and learned first aid, so I already knew the 
basics but it is useful to refresh because you 
don’t know what you might have forgotten. 

Choking 

“It’s hard to say if I’d be able to use my first 
aid skills but I’m sure if push came to shove 
and someone’s life was on the line I’d get 
stuck in. Everyone should have basic first 
aid training. It should be part of the national 
curriculum.” 

Knowledge of basic first aid certainly 
made the difference to Christine Knight, a 
59-year-old from Kingswinford was out in 
Oldbury enjoying a meal with friends when 
she began choking. Her friends could do little 
more than offer her some water. Luckily a 
fellow diner saw the danger and performed 
several abdominal thrusts and was able to 
dislodge the food. 

When a woman collapsed at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s civic hall recently there were three St 
John Ambulance volunteers on hand to take 
control of the situation until paramedics 
arrived. By using CPR the volunteers 
managed to get the woman’s heart beating 
and saved her life. 

St John Ambulance teaches people first 
aid so that they can be the difference 


Chris Feehan practises mouth-to-mouth resus¬ 
citation and, below puts a “casualty” into the 
recovery position 


C ASUALLY stuffing her face 
with penny chews, she was 
completely oblivious to what 
was coming next. 

She, like any other five-year-old, had 
a sweet tooth, and in her eagerness she 
bit off more than she could chew, or 
indeed swallow. 

Suddenly, my little cousin was gagging, 
turning red, and unable to dislodge the 
brightly coloured sweet. My cousin was 
choking and I didn’t have enough time to 
fetch help. 

By fluke, my unorthodox version of the 
Mrs Doubtfire Heimlich Manoeuvre soon 
had her breathing again. 

This was my first and only real experience 
of administering first aid. 

Embarrassed at the thought of being 
unable to help somebody in need because of 
a lack of basic first aid knowledge, I decided 
to book myself onto a St John Ambulance 


The majority of people would not feel confident trying to 
save a life, something the St John Ambulance wants to 
change. CHRIS FEEHAN joins one of its courses 



Chris Feehan practises his bandaging 
skills on a fellow trainee 


between a life lost and a life saved. As the 
nation’s leading first aid charity, it teaches 
more people first aid than any other organi¬ 
sation: each year, more than 800,000 com¬ 
plete a St John Ambulance training course. 

Even so, fewer than one in 10 people have 
been trained in first aid. 

You could be the difference between life 
and death. To find out how, visit 
www.SJA.org.uk or call 08700 10 49 50. 
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| NEWLY REFURBISHED FITNESS 
STUDIOS COMING YOUR WAY I 


Muscles Health and Fitness 


Est 14 years 


Fully equipped gymnasium 
T:ning hip, thigh and lummy machine 
Fat burning bite, tieartnill^ 
steppers,rowers and climbers 
Hammer Strength Eqiipment 
Aerobes 8< Toning Class 
Fines Rogiarnmes, and 0 et Adi/te 
Large Selection ot Fitness Supplements 


Don'l be just another 
Direct Debit Fee 


*** AMAZING OFFER *** 

FASTTAN SUNBEDS FROM ONLY 

£120 per session 

S/U and L/D BED AVAILABLE 
(stand up or lie down) 


BRIDGE, GREAT BRIDGE, TIPTON 

Tel: 0121 520 7020 (1st floor - above Furniture Store) 
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19«.H vd :«yi into t«i <*» Tfc M|«iim> 6'pit let 

•f**ir>c if* ❖trout let 1 Mrtwiny 

MOTOR«rrCU«TO 

C%*<3 «<♦:: :4«m 

(^wtowww ■> -4cvvt- a\>rrotun c»?e kitp»l 

1* t*o /txrSZl tiiyvyrip.Mj) ecretooiy i#4ig n oeoicii mnodlre of rt 
fc*rt 36 C<broijp **wv* p«rv3* kiirojatcAPj jonto'd^c*y«re' 

ufbiU i*r r 1^ < ■ or.-«d '>*«<• 

||C.tk> | xi« lllin l»ft ji «1l diwc t»y n M tUI 

uc«ji^l»irdiKKu «lu 1^ !• uTdk* uicnot "&• . J*4*| rtu. mat 

1i«<K0«it ct 34>trt»j er< fctO'Ad :t»w pcyk**** lo*-c» 

HCtlMBflft 

Jk otwOd icMM 

RiIpc-m**o »et>K i* c^C\ -aM* c 6 •• t • •• t■> twt* frrr peed 
l^y >1 * v» r*x4rtAo J5kVri 0" I'^'l inadtkMc, >4li t> 

»il<> btec-»egtl to|*rooov Pcfgio rlh»:lW^V 

4i&6lihf} l'«y '>> 3 L-»:«3c6c* UiUIml mi 22kVi <35bl.^Illibl Imuti* 
|.rniiciAiM(lk.L 4a d toac<KU*c^.ilikiL 

i*c«i >41 ketHi rote p'ltWi m j sr+rar rc»i 

J! kV tt<j .“&£*» t> a* *fl reui%x^t« f<1i>j l>K«a 

N n*i taarloa^ 

lilOM-Mirib »»3a 11 ft«i «r. tto j«r <'«y tool rw 1(C 

IfiiMnlriiai omi ra> ta-JiayciiiiTratf^f eai ^ubi^tKiik ri 4 1 | 
^fl^rail^HJ h4i |icJriMi1loai(ia 

It‘fi|i1« lO^iioU^lDMJlM.^L' .v^fcllid tdi U Old iflDpMl 
t^-Aall ifMyu^ |«oiLl«i 1 «r44aa*«YtocdlMti ora al«t ^ottna» 17 


t HOMER'S L 
DRIVING SCHOOL 
0600 612 6650 07970 200066 
www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 

C'RIYINGI LESS DNS CH005L FRO« 3 GREAT DEALS. 

10 LESSONS £89 
FIRST 5 *0URS £50 
2 HOURS£20 

WL IAVL niALEANC FEMALE DRIVING 
INSTRUCTORS 

MANUAL AND AUTOMATIC OARS 

CHDOSt FROM OUR CARS; WHLOOfSA PIESU t 
FUSlCfc, Cir r 20T, m 500 AND RIO 

WF HAVE SOUP Of TW HKUFST 
FIALV QUAJLIFED DRIVING IMSTRJCTCWS DSP A VINO 
THIS GREEN m BADGE IN TNHR WINDSCREEN 



fit K) NOT JSE HAINEE INSTRUCTORS 
DISPlAYtiG THS PINK BADS E 



FOG YOUR FIECF OF MIND ALL OF OUR 
IMSTFIJCTORS FOLD A VALID 
CKIMMAL RFCOUG BUREAU CNF CM 

THEY ARE ERIFNOiY PAFlENT AND 
WORT BE SHCHfnNG AT YOU 

V#HEN YOU HAVE PASSED YOUR 
TEST WE CAN P ftOUlOE A PASS PLUS COURSE 
OR rOR THE WORE A0VFNnif*OUS 
TRAINING FOP TVC ADVANCED DPIVDJG TEST 
DOTH OF WHICH CAN OFFER MASSIVE 
DISCOUNTS FOR YOUR CAR INSURANCE 

FANCY A CAREER CHANGE? 
ORIVIFJC INSTRUCTOR TRAINING AVAJLA3LF 
W? ARF RFCISTFRFD WFMRFRS 
ON THE OFFICIAL REGISTER OF 
DRIVING INSTRUCTOR TRAINERS |OFDIT> 



WE HAVE A FREE ONLINE Ml 1 
TEST PRACTICE OR OUR WEBSITE 

OPEN HO URS BAM TO 9 PM 7 DAYS 
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WHERE TO EAT IN 2011 


HfinSHfiBi 




1 


Teknaf Cuisine 


W 

ll 






as 


Indian and Bangladeshi Restaurant 
Licensed and Air Conditioned 




Special Offer 

20% Dkwunl or\ 
tobeo ~,-o y% Ko-lbction orb/ 
<xi gang gwi BB 


Spedd Offer 

10% DUeounf 
toktowxtyt ry *4y 

9fi «r<lm owt £12) 


Special Meal Deal 

Available on Sunday and Monday 
4 Course Meal for £8.95 


Choice of e Any starter* e Any Artain Course 44 
e Any Rico or Broad • Coffee 
*King Prawn, Fkh or Dod< Starter k €1 e>4»ti 
“King Prawn, Fish or Ducf < Main Course it £2 extra 


Outside Catering Service available I the restaurant is available to hire 
large and small parti es catered I tor private (unctions telephone for 
for - all occasions further details 


TMfe ©USD 4JS® 

622 Bearwood Road, Bearwood, B66 4BW 
Poxi 0121*420 0007 www.teknaf.oo.ulf 
Open 7 days a week from 5.<30 pm 



XiiiLc. Vnjtyta 



Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine 

Restaurant. A Take-away 



1 

m 

I DISCOUNT ON 

II TAKE-AWAY FOOD 

W for- cMtvmiy only. klin orrivfICf 

1 

■ A/ DISCOUNT ON 

Hyil TAKE-AWAY FOOD 

9 W ion oohoaHion or? Sy) 


• You are vndcoma t/o bring yoir cwnatoboJic dhnks 
(crajjttcent cfl fitcrcc op on t/rrtjf 10 pm) 

♦ Arrple parld ng spaces 


TW lie» ?%.!, 

XlrrrAV icteitr, 

ItV Stofe** k.1 row ki.e 

osiuj^-n d)eTt nfnbrrlt ’wit # 
o:dUf iXr.A.. te; Ad. 

jite'e u certeilv ear*. 

H* T*a.m gmt.se t ttefYat < vm? tcki^dnd. 

m Jr m mtot*et£ o-r(i» 


UV« t.ii X1i« ( i|£ru»<'. I 

U*^tauA), i Ekr^a•'bola crrtrtaf>iii^i 

•ysolfaij crr«t4>si Mmi 

*tlr te odix* p^*uAi cu ip Aar cono r^crdL 
tnrVir* Ur c*.eixrr f/UwV^nu^ac« *34/ 

i**yp *BfN*wfoorito •VtfcU* , 

meJb J )w»r tic steiulwi cruiifCP *el Ml I 

uurk»bc>ir%cr^ • utiltermnl^r Btkcft 
k^tkj L«%;el a fir * 


OPCt4N6 HMJM 

pin 

Oat 

am 


23 Lon^yHigh StrMt t Oldbury ( 
Wt« Midlaivcb B69 45N 

Tel: 0121 439 8163 

E: i ugl*. 

W; svwvw.tittle La 


TOWER ROAD 
FISH BAR 



Uvler rieiiit ribmgeiiHit 

TI12T flriTfc 

6 **4 «v«* • *t*fc*-i n 
u#ip>n»* r it. 

mir *o:c 
» uta^ eoec wee^ 

I Re: 

• Uvr* ^KfJtr 
tlee.de fhhPehsrn 

t 

toe a., «*<*•*-. 



mis Siisaal Mb* 

*U nti 7 rr rtnrtrTtti 
Di*irur-au* 

n-i&uru. 




PlBBBl Sffl/MT lilMBI 


r.nliMt»tMt«M>aituJU • e*lr'»(rei i « 

• M M« !••• . . e •« it* 

fuaiaoUBr eut'UMM 

♦'weir 1 -e< *+■ _ mm « ^e» _ 

>/u>nlfSj|kV'lu .r> l»>li<Qrikuri 
Cf-Tftvliwc !>nii Brt>n2iai/1|n l^Hita 
_ iTn II PCI >xr~l|»lCt6 _ 


Tel: 01384 257426 

144 te%iar t**< inn-ee. m*m% Nit IRE 



mmmifkmimm 


Christnis Crookes 

on request 


www.buffet-islarftd.com 


BUFFET ISLAND 

Chinese Restaurant 


QikSleltRiill. taglat B 437 TH 

0121 366 6028 


OPEN EVER Y DAY TOR LUNCH AND DINNER 
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Saturday TV 


Jii ’^5%0ff 



BBCI 



itvi 





DGRREN BROAtot 
BEHIND THE 
MISCHIEF 

(CM, 

Tift inoyU.n<MU»i< 

C h ard It >, »ni,i v. 

D ft *•-»» ^ *!*1>. • 4 i H*t* 

.T«u3Uft|u i ftf 

ha*.vddiiri 

4* inai.iftttU .iced 00 
HMC,. »:li 

c :#j«ti 

b* t^Wittr** ix im 

ul«*U ytklllft UJftlft .1 hi 

ft* t* I »*i» rum I •** n I 

*n*b ,i •!«+**>/ 
aAti47p>- CiM^yhk 
nailx OjtanlMllt I. -* 

uwt, awo si feet** 
fttnCaik'dnU) 

dft* i; m 


iM Ervto MUM SttRby 
h**wtL»A njiH|tia*vv 
f tJNas. 

rUnx; n*^:ni tout: 
mtt Frntftd Rn» Mi Lr« 

Mkvx Urraa Le i I *> j*m. 
: Mu rL^vi-jr, !>:•♦ .r 
rl.br Ui i ^ Of*i 

1 '■'• • 1 • ’ 1 *»*-i • Ir 

tfci oait'Xl .1 Tp l.*wib 
Wl Fill Obcro 

ti EEC 

'JOkim Ui Tha feqttexla*. 

SI** ,«•». Ck t;4iv ,vd 

Vln u4 i ft, 

Ml iNnid^m 

U*»irfi ‘.U-lM 
jnrmpwi hBObjli* 
hdvrirlhri^l.rfl 
A rand n Byuni 

*1 II r^fttw ft.’ 1 /#. 

ftUrf • 

Ed* o*'U»» ntil 

Ar*nf pBy*r* 

tat VN 

IdVIWtClR ehrt 

r^4."|r^j |r ,d 

i_a 

W<Wfct*»l t a f sa* 
Al*oa»l Wimi 
< fil(V4ll»flgr Unity 

'.H -:t« ft, .-MLh. 

Aiporft iaiftftUy 

t***/. oart^ KVa 
L ■«; ;»>: D.-uj 
v*rr*,;rr, 

«.» itaiftvKMMA.c 

I ct 3 v* - *r, .‘r um 

tMt till 

v»«rf« «t 
iwi h pot'T] 

A.'.Vll« C+2 .*. 

liftuMoobcCiy^ 
iMft f iMnn E«d h>rb 
K» ryl^rW -xri -Jb* * 
V\lt 

tLMBCC Hm. 


tJt CMi«c. lit LKC. 
tit mJt 

UiPtr SJHVItnif) Mllli 

Mq IN* Wf €o®|'^ 

MOmty |IQ *-* »•' ttgi 

|TIM£ (Wmntitu invest 
c4**y LaJp G-*ti Ml lr*» 
Dato BDO MbiM 
Cln^Mkii^ Da fti-jkl 
\+i*4 *1 ,1 rlr L .****» 
(flit'f (VI* 

»~4 lilmFmA *1 

ll*» ir lai Euj'.ir* 

ilxu.j f.in|y</*(Al 

Md.kcc fcu yKT 

towtH blil i U ^ 
r aiK lh*|lfMfl1 

arru*»9dtm 

'ioCKtm 

U« Ito ft^V* 

Hi4 n»d O l irfii 

UM CM1.A 

tMBkil il** || I 

p* dr*<■* . ** <f»l 

tacr.rr«,w a 

il* HoaiXtt*lii 
hca*»cft»rvy cf 
4Jui*uivikl.) 
IUi.L 

,xj’»V : <xi^lx > 
tujyl 

*rn 'JrVl.'1-rl.i 
.I*! M0M41bKfll 
H.IJ lMlhi *♦» 
tu i wl .^av 

U?.Vf.3.nwM,V 

n*l •># **rc 

n*J t-wri t-.iji| 

r-ti r»« liwam , 
Ca-mL tu\ xviiti 
Cxry T- * tlIRn Or 
U.i^b Ctta*.x |tQfl^ra*l K 

i|r4M *XJIll|| Mj i r 
'Jt**n xr,+-. Mt Qr« 


iiHnticu. si 
v-vm USDrira ro**< 
lit? Tit: Matitu Vtr.> 
mil rTY H**r, , .«b.‘tfw VJt 
l/« FA NuriI v 

- 90 * k-U’toJ (Kcfcl tiltpr* 
LJ9 dMK 09 It hntM 

T>i^o if) VJfRrt Gbit Vlbo 

Epcod 9 I - Tift* FK* 9 ft# 

fVWlAD* (I^Wi C<M 

dny Linn Nmo* «rr i E*m> 

Abfbsgj* 

mi n.»^fi*irt^k>K 

i. • rr* ii»v»;i,*^. 

lit N«v, Mr»4n In «t 

TVi*** 

itt rrbi*Hti. 43 

irr 

ri^at .vcm.t 

«?T**r^ i-ttiHr* |Mi 

unltyr 

ir*4rlM»‘«**i p 
4ea#jf o4*j***1 
*di«autr 

tat lift IbtH^l .rH 

J Wiii.tl b*<U 4 i 
ir^Mcawtar. .» > *l%r 
«o*flo bhr 
Itlind ll)fttr r KtirMpTMX 
3Deirfl* .vc4*«i, .i*l 
i.xt .VM**: X^-«t IP 
o nrin* dUM 

IMdMiWifc 

Tht y. 

t :lu. .t^ 4 «li«r lUnorot 
arc l<t* ,vti twite 

ttirniftiftinwbw. 

mti T>m 04*9 (4dHj| 
Vil UtT1tft^4(ft ^ X 

t * I • tr*? dr 0 ip rm * it I TV 4 b jt 
^K*l^- *GM T^ QbtbuW 
- a rr\* i i i. ■ —-I til mj 


Mt Hi* t *oc* f 40 It iTV ♦* • 

ThtHJPit ri MV * hr.-.-», 
ft Mt CT AxvlH^ |fTi 11 

hfK^crtt ot 4. aaa it* 
(<»* »*j Li** t.* T) lit ,i»*i 
Loot iffi t Jf It. fno rtk* if) 
Mt It rt*tfc \f$ to 
TV* ^b9«t *4rftR Wk**r 
si**** HP i . 

rurtMt oi ***T+ Du 

Ec*t > i'n^T/ |5’ MB 1 * ^»By 
B*v H»wy ffi IBCItifH 1 
Pail I, tasc, r mTlim MttW* 
CtJ.t ^#1 ire. 0) C:m** 

Dim Mi U* f«j Piun iPi 

■MCoiri* Oii*w«ai W*P*c.-. 

rtrtk»x. O M# Cora» Oil* 
irfiM* Pt.-ifArtoK 

Ft iM. ftfti I lbA < *. 

Ml td9*ituy. 

Mt Fm«t tftft fw. ^oc^ 

(b.IXinDrilMUK 
tinb .ilrlr*4» ai*^ 
in Tii .*•! icp- t il 
nl 

xiwictwgbbe 
CliR*lr»? i»l*R<bra 

XTrllijPlirT C3>*«lfty 

1 .id Jdl fV.I,** 

tJt 0W*Vft trw-; iftlt^i 

4.VUOM 

Mfttit IktiolaL MV 
vat Mdti ibMMfti '.Vrw»*’ 

MBvAdidft 
pr^p.ft* i» ,v 

nt D*m ipmi! 

n» iisiici 

pttan rwnot .tl*»N «.v 
d4nib9*9P Th*ff»* It 

lot«bn<F) 

tJ FVi [ t yn Ir Vtiy rl 

fmOdb Cans^ pPH 

Dl rwa.I ±.44 Orv 

Warty l^adPTr^OuMoi 

ft iiin.4r ASttfi ift 

♦ r-, k i . i. i-'.-4 iT> 

BMOdlldOl 


Mt l.ll : -ct » IMtvO VJI 

Gmct rvn PMa> a n AM 
DkiVsi ft* U|-* 
p: mt* :.:-y» v»: L« U«te 
*V***tr»l ft* WB Eirt T>«* 
Oovritpm 4dti b'L 

>.vb ti am bn Vftyif, 
4J» Hrr. Die* K-irH 
|tOS9) I4r«t*ti At»y itm 
bun Id He Pr i»i ^ii 
|ICPS) l>4r**rr br4bv oA.-** r\j 
H r*Vfcyr 

W P.ilbit, 

111 4in*u aM 

opKVom** \ 

•voj rd vj n Mr* r* 
:-H;|Kn pvl <XMhrR 
lie ik»»jrm .Vi* 

wf,a» i trtn -I* 

^4r*t<1i •»Orft.ftviiftg 

fnxttiN*< occAmn 

Uli^lllMt^tnt 

ol*«4^ tr • wr* * V ft* 

rF*0|'*rft*CH c|*rl «| p 
• rur^ir ptiM^4\M» 
UKA nwV t* I il CA L 

♦.** cztmv. u, 

T>iE*te(jr* rrlrti.tnc 
•jJ m r, Ifatuy >*« w. 
j ir»ibltir 
prth>K*r««riR.b 
Q-i *1* iik.ii k^nd 
li£»y;r.tf» ift V** 14.i« , 
itrlws.l nit ri* 
mtt cct^wi^i 
yp tji tik rear 
4 Meet-J .vji MINI It 
fa n 15f>l (ffi 
t/1 PftrfWftfc 

miiObf-tCftcno Mt riib 

i>Pd fv ♦*» M>*I. •<! 

WkrfMT*- ,ft Lit Ki.v 
|F> tVTVUtiKt^l 
3u« T' Ml lMlK L 
INviA in IM Day lit 
n.»jxC.-i im 


ITi 

MtT*rU*OttV^)« Qtmwi^t<4i 
Mt ftc D* ti* lb) |»u) ttrm 
9 c* •-iv# ^*r. »4r*ft P««r*6«s* *i 
*ttt nw Bvt% btti 
j<» nat it «i fits >j*.j asci 

oor«i| *ir«| il*'o*f>ip 

HIM 

ox/ATimii drtfti U*. 

«tt H-lWIf .* TW ft. *** ‘tir 
NirW: «iM*lft U ii^UiL* 


ffi 

W^rin TIn Dfrfbcftrf *Nl Mb in 
D* firftx Qaloarv *Jitd| im Dm 

rmfcYlrai —titii f UlWaiPufli 
IMirill 1 AMortnfctl 

iic-nvs 

zm ra« c«L j)*y «u« rk. tu 

InvIIK )M^nwV«lliliK»IIK 
*44 b v» tf<5iiyT fVlxj 1 Ittt r/* * 

V* Aptle m * fi #| Gt v 

• ICFCMIH 

Vt ftiubf* bt alt* LV L* b 4M* 

T>**it d*Mm v <f 11 

Mtll r t *0r*4 Ltr -Mi t U9*4l3 ft- Uwt 
r b<rft4 tU»> (« <W nt ifcv* bn* 

B» 

*»»:***: awrjani r erv* i: ua* 

n«*l 'JUT*P* Sr itDfDftXV'UaHopI 
►1*4 -rfai ►VzbH X/ %.* ft CM* D» 
fi|. rv»#ib 4bMi 
Dftt%ki»u3a*f hw» ptW 

mu 

i B«pU)>dVKtl(tXc|4vb> 
9rM t e*M{NI}1VT««i4 

Pflcol lira| &»*.l| ia**| Tqi ntj*< 
Mt Ut r 49H tr'.Vhi 4 >aM r« im* 
o« d|iM(| IbiBtftJt «B-a r»iu 
(tit|^T3r.«tH Mti tiitfi 


LIVE 

GAMES 

ROULETTE 
BLACK JACK 
3 CARD POKER 
PUNTO BANCO 





Now Friday 
and 
Saturday 

Carvery only 

£7.50 for 

2 course meal 

Poker Tournaments 
Nightly 


377 HIGH STREET. WEST BROMWICH PHONE: 0121 525 4744 


New New New 

MULTI SAME SLOTS 


PLAY FROM lp 
£4000 JACKPOTS 

gair aware 


■^rw 

o v i i^MT 

1 Bring this coupon for your 1 

1 £0 Match Play But , 

^ 0 

FREE FIVE POUNDS 


MATCH PLAY 
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M VTLZ> Of HEART 

(rTVi.eaopm). 

i«Ht rce 

i^n*. bii (tafcTViato 
A.ira.vd 

<ftpGHrui9C Qi* Lit 
"»♦!: Cn^Mvi i loci, .ivl 

• T»i • tr* i ittKinv ••» 

nn *ii -a ni.iiA 
.■1-1.1UNTt Vtojcu i %Ufn--f 
tha^iilvtojit* ,1"*ini*ito 
ocim liiiKo.ntibUi.i 
**» rh» *f«« t 5*^to 

• t:ir» Ms’ :■:■•: xrvac* 

3c*Jn ♦■*-»! 

:«n, UmttJi'cm vt 
»4«rf44crKLovtoiCen^atl 

.at I h* l*4•»4 

v«tlto tc&rc-f fct-ar: 

'* VT f ♦." < I w* 30 j<«» .\p 

to-i U.k*t|>« 
tr^neof ax. 


ijMfWV.u tAtTf***!*# 
a»^ toil 71« By 
CkmcL*u MM Ciuoy l.tt- 
CjM HOC >to.c CJlfW,-. 
toltiUray |f0 IWS»>iti 
Kirr rinoic fine M UV 
^ir up^. 3<y 
«i4t> »:x \Yt Wf vm;* # 
hia Sfice-L Mm 3 f»*ri 
1*^ wl -m Itl 
rooiifretoviP) 

nOtolftMOSMJtf* 
torm id 

• 1 *4lWH ry 

<w rto»j | Im^ lv^ i 

,»»l fa 

ZM 

ful iip.ikIM.in 
hWto *u»i veil 
Ljnwdt> 

um uauk 

v ^i«K 

C-xix i; rvi^n-ll-, .- 

nrwmtv 

CavM«(i| 

tJN a^.T^.|Mttl«fdn 
ifiivi pn«i|< c- cm 
IB I l .L 

♦ prtumi - 

I«j4 

w»i 'Hwua^dte 
tapir* rocMtofeu 

IV>r%\ dbrr*i'tiAiBjm 

i+rwA 

«J* IKIIi^R^.4 
IU%-«;i.*~*«£ 

4« » i k • - « 

.ikl NUJ Imi 

.1 kl 04Vp tMl .JH | 

nw nil: fr*t# %»-, 

ijfflfl11 Or .a rv\ .33 • I u 

r-irr-Tti-f-[ 

Vtattr*** 

MJB vc L-xrt fti in 

h-»lip: r; in Jen*J 

Ttr^c .M+i»*r^r' BtluhWw 
fri441EeC: *Tb 


lm :r^ >• rnv 
•M I. v 

^•.i Ai« n.i a nu.il 
T1100^'AAom r> Omrii^i 
hv UI.m Uk- 5 v 

ft* UvttK. UtV 

titl IN3 Vd V ML# 
Orrlc NX) Ytowlil 
l ncv.i irns t c ftwttrl rt -Ik 
J i»iiCx ty lU 

li • Cu to h»» iri'bn. 
ItMr n«ii(>iar 

Mi <Vtoi# ** 

I, • ■ . I. -, 

lk»?li«tv mi tiiA 

llltof.T HXfl *1 

a* fcfc .1 ImsIi [k j nd 
I#JIK h#M ^iol 
.VTiftorvi tl vvOyi# vj 

xfimW*. dfvMc, 

ai« mi.i'itifeiYU 
-1 Ivt*. JJOTI 
fikmo *. c.rv*ac 
i**»41e iv»qi«ctr* 
kit« ribr/ 4 (i 
dS9tt Cl«>«l3ttff 
»i itfi 

icyd'o |krrrci 
iitt «i ,<ih 

>■# L e Ctane. rvwan 

OVt 11 Ijpjin 

;.• -y 

IU« 4*. lUO*# 

;,toij.c...i..„ 

^ NWi.ii CbwO 
fit* i .nd^lrtf my. 
-to.-#*. cotoai*ihHi 

>l«wnr< fit* 
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B ut* Najer P.livl tlia Eicsoodic iR. HuS* 
NevAoilrit; 'Wbrilier. IIS* Siooker^ialLlioterc 
ft.B a looker Eolra S.B EEC Nevjo 4.44 Ctoca 


fTTITIfi.t* DOflirari-;. 3.3* Lott riia 3_S5 Tie 
aa JererYyl^e S1 i:vj. 3ft.3*Tit P.Vn1i>:f 
f.3* Looca Worm an 13* ITV Nevjq Weatlier. 
IBSRerionl Nevjq Werilier. 2_ft* F.Vrwtlie Bed 
Hence Wli Sut* DIoMivcnb Fieri Deri. 3.53 
Fe:|.>v1 Wbrilier. 4.** Doo Mcrtti (Fm 5ft* Tie 
Cl we. fi.t* FReylcrvil Nevjc; Werilier. fi.S* liv 
Nev.iq Weatlier. 74* Em men: Lie. 7*4 Hie 
UtToryetriJla Pri Rioeils /RJ Sut* MdooiYier 
P.lrderc. Bu** ITV Nevjc ct Tin; 'Wbrilier. 34*4 
Fa:|'>v1 Nev.ic; Werilier. 3ft.35Flni c^rvtotliia. 
Ljjur?! Sn|Mrivtnrri tlTlIer, cLirlm Keciii 
Reajec 1S.45 Tlia Done; ITV Nevjc Heoclnec 
S.5* FIiyi at Tor Aictloa. (IftOIJ Action miller, 
v.ttli Ste-jen Seoyri. 4J* ITV Nytocraen 534 
ITV Monli-y Nevjc. 

MLUWVJBB jt* vb OtiNja Gtillja iF{\ 
fc— ***** i *“* — fi_25 Tie Hooke, t.5ft 
Tie HooIk, .F:;. 715 Fred*! SciBeoerL 745 
E'jeryJ>o<y Louec Rj^rmorvL /RJ Suit Racier. /IRJ 
*.44 Aooorcftigto JkYi i|F:|i 3.B :=ii|:emoiTy USA 
i|FJ 3*4* FIiyi Dootor li Dldrecc. l;ift:Ci HxfMci 
ooHme:ly: Ltrrlm Dkk Eoy,Tda. 1±Jt* Ctvnnel 4 
Nevjc aimYVTy ISJSTTeeln aBacL i'FjY 1S*5 
CcHYia Qua v.iHi Ma DcvjnUivler. iRj ItSCcrma 
Dina vjttli Me Dovjii Uivler. 145CoHYie Dkia 
v.ttli Me Dovjii Uivler. iPA ±j*5Corma Dina vjUi 
M a Dovjii Ukvler. fl=:J S.4* CoiYie Dina vjBi Ma 
Dovjii Uivler. /IRJ *.B Ocr.itdovjn 3.55 Deri or 
No Deri. £** Celebrity Fhie Go Tb 555JjiYleb 
Rdi Sni:r:er. fij** Tlia SIiyihciic /F;'i fi.34 
H:l PrKri-ic. 7** Cl vine. 14 Nevjc, 7F54tn«yltti 
*j»* /rtub Hal on Hrii '/^itor. 3.55 JciYleb 
Rcii a^»r. ft** my it eij Ftn Ryt nut* 
aviYialecc, 1LB Rim: Tbenciya PqvuL-cco. 
(2010J Premiere DoctiYientiiy cil>:rt ji 14-yeT- 
okl Hiotofrolier. 14* P.ly: FoilPyb Crccy Gq; 
■*jt. iP J ri55 RIyi deyoryflo TVjo Glric /13®J 
3.5* aotiienc £ Stterc. if;', i.35 HI Street EIlbc, 
^RJ 5S5 Cor.itdov.il ip) 

RnHSCTIilSJ** Mhdvkel 3.15 Tie 
■OlftiliJldtdwtkjIt Siff. 11*4 Tlia 
i.riiec-CxH Slvv.i. 114 5 ca: Crime Soana 
liTjectyrilon i|F:Y 15.44 FFia Nevjc, 1S.45 
EiYieryenqi Elf arc,/JRJ 145Neyil»mc,S.15Ca: 
Crime Soana liTjactt^tlon. i|F;|i SuB RIiyi Mrder 
101 (200GJ 54* Rie Nevjc ct 5; Werilier. 53* 
Neiyivirc /FJ fijft* Mcrtey LHb. fixSSU-jaTtorm 
StiKlo FFre 7** R'j* Nev.ic ct 7 73* Hovj Do 
Tiey: Co Ifi- .FJ R'j* NavjcU|xLrie *jft* Eurila of 
EriLrii Tlia Loct E'Jderva; R'j* Nev.ic ct ft ftjft* 
NCIS Bjft* Lev) ft Crder: CrtiYtivri Intoit iFi, 
BuSSLoy-j ft Order: Si^adri VldliYic Lklt /IRJ 1155 
Rket. t±.5t aijerCockio 4 j** Hovj Plot to 
Deoorrie flRJ 4.45HoiceEicterc.^RJ 5tft'Wlkltto 
SOS i|F:Ji 5*5Hoica Dootor. i|F:Y 


Thursday 


rraifi** Ererirtvt 3.15 Wotad Dovjii 
"J ii^B"Uvler. Hut* Homac Uvlar tlia 
hkiYimer EEC Nevjc; Werilier. 11*4 Snktc jivI 
Saoiivierc 1L45T0 Eiry or Nrito Eiry /FJ EEC 
nev.ic; Werilier. 12 l 15 EuT : :pli Hut. U* EEC 
Nev.ic-; Werilier. IS* Fayoivri Nevjc; Werilier. 
145Dootorc. S.-E Cocli little Cetokrtty/ritto. *** 
EEC Nev.iq 'Wbrilier; F^ericivil Nbvjc i.*5CEEC 
515 Wet;act Lkl;. /RY fijft* EEC Nav.c; Werilier. 
fi.S* ISayoivri Nbvjc F^royjiYiYiac; Werilier. 7** 
Tie Gna aiovj. 73* EoctEivlerq BEC Nevjc; 
F=»yoivri Nevjc, 3 .** H. 11 U 11 Fluat 3.** Cchth 
R y v.iBi Me 3.3* Not Golivi Git Hu** EEC 
nev.ic, 1lu±5 IRarioivri Nevjc; Werilier. 3*.35 
enaction Time 1135 Tile Week; SHIi-y 
'Wbrilier'Javj. t±5 S3:pi Done Tbo Mnoli Tbo 
■ton Hf PriiorriYVi (RJ fS. 55 Cor. i try I e 155 
,“jto: l iec- F:oo:bl w. /FJ 2_55 Trn Eoi; Tma - 
Tie Hy l Street /FJ *.55 EEC Nev.c, 

|-]-7«UfiJt* CEeelJlec, 7** CEEC. 3.3* 
LJjiaCEeeH:l« it** AjIiyvI Pok. .RY 
ft.** Daly FdBoc, ft.3* GMT vjttti Georye 
ALririi U» F»oclySte'V^Cook. iT=:> 1S5C«v± 
l**U'Yeaiooker:TlieMod)erc Tie 11 ret (LLTte- 
IkviL 515 Ajtk|LHC Revl Tl|j. fijft* Ey^jlievlc, 
fi.S* Greit Eritt-li Firiv-oy: Jorrneyc, 7ft* U'j* 
aiookec Tie P-Vctec. Tie ceoorl■:I ■:p.LTteH1 1 vri. 
Sut* Mol let RotKb Ser'Joe ft** Men of Fock. 
But* Tlia Greit GUdoorc, Bus* Nevjci*|lt; 
Werilier. IIS* aiooker: Tie Micterc c.11 
a looker Errtrji. S.B SC Nevjc, 3.55C3:ce 


■■•■■jflraiiiH Kyie aiovj. 3ft.3* Tile MdtiIivl 
ft.34 Looee W'ormei 1*4 ITV Nevjc; Werilier. 
155Reyoivri Nevjq '/Veriliar. ±Jt* Mi^ttiaBect 


hkxice 'Wli Suft* DIoMnconb Reri Deri. 3.53 
F»yoivri 'Wbrilier. 4jft* Doo Mottn /F;', 5*4 Tlia 
Clwe fijft* Fieylcrvil Nev.ic-; Werilier. t.3* ITV 
Nev.ic; H'erilier. 7** EiYiY»r(Lrie 7** Cun Yon 
Keep ji Saaet? T:riyt. *Jt* EmmerfLrie 3.3* 
Coronrilon Street ftjft* Kklvi> ovl Foivoni 
But* mi Nevjc ct Tei Werilier. B.3* F^fpcnri 
Nev.ic-; Werilier. 3ft.350:kl Gna In /FJ 11S*Seivl 
ki tlia Doyc /FJ Bl 15 Tlia Dona; ITV Nevjc 
Hevllnac S.15Tlia Jeremy lYyla SIvvj. (RJ SuB 
Cun Yon lYaer:. ci Saaet? Tbiyt /FJ 3.35 ITV 
Mytcaaen 53* ITV Monli'y Nevjc, 


Tlia Hooke fl=:J fi.*5 
I i l l 111 > "■ fc »ma Hoola iPi TfttFredly 
ap»ec«L 73* E'j*ryl»Pj: Lovrec- F=UTyiYVHvL i|Fm 
755 ROder. i|F:Y ftiSRjvler. /FJ *.5* /toorolivi 
to Jim. pj3Jt*a.i»nvni-yUSA/RJ B.ISRkm: 
Geieileje /105GJ CormePw ctTrim Dlivrii 
aierkLn Bjft*C1viinel4NevjcaiiYiYVfy 1£*5 
Tvaa in L n BeoL {IRJ 1S*5CoHYie Dine vjBi Ma 
Dovjii Uider. p\ 1*5CorYie Dina vjttliMa Dovjii 
U kvler. /RJ ISSCoiYia Dkia vjttti Ma Dovjii Ukvler. 
^J SjftsOoiYia Dkia vjBi Ma Dovjii Uivler. ^Y 
±.44 Ocrma Dina vjttti Ma Dovjii LkvIeriRY SuB 
OoLitdcvjn 3.55 Deri or No Deri. 4.55JciYlet 


Rdi Sii:i:er. 5** Celebrity R'j* Go To fijft* Tlia 
SkYi>conc iRY fi.S* HilPri-eriic 7** CIvnieH 4 
Nevjc. 755 4tlioryltt'i ft** Felooitton, 
Fseloocitton *.55JJiYlab Rdi a^»r. ftjft* myte 
Eki Rdi Ryt 3.55 JL-imleb Fdi Sii:.|:er. But* 
aviYHlecc 313* FIiyi Hot avtd /feftlj AH on 
lYWile q>oof, ctirlm CIvfI* Sliaei 1S.45 
4Mvloc 4FIOI Erttldi Sen Fover. It* LPie ovl 
Loct {RJ 125 Qidiectrn Uited. {FJ Su15 Tlia 


Uktold Grari Fta of Lon:Ion flSY 4.B Brotiiercft 
Stterc. |RY 4.55CoH.it(lov.iii |RY 544 Yb Gri:ka 
Gol]|]a flRJ 


Channel 5 


fij** Mkdiriwl 3.E Tlia 
'Wtkjlri Stuff 11*4 Tlia 
'i.unec-Lxi SIvvj. 114 5 CSI: Crkma Soena 


liTiactkirilon i|F:Y IS.4* Fhie Nevjc, 1S.45 
Emarfien^Etiarc.ilFJ l45Nekjtoo<.rc,±.15Ca: 
Ct kma Soena liTjecttyrtlon. JRj Suft 5 FIiyi Tnct 
{2003Y Rente re. P.Tyliter y lLtfIivi JniYla Lnier. 
5*4 FP/e Nevjc ct WerilVT. 534 Ne^lioiiYO. 

S fi.** Moilny Ua. 6 j£ 5 U'ja from StiKlo FPie. 

t FPja Nevjc ct 7 73* Mcr*ey Life; R'ja Nevjc 
LkxLrie. 3.** Hj^»d It am ttie Cook |:t BAFiyi 
of "ftnor; FPie Nevjc ct ft ft** RIiyi Tie Bone 
Collector. {1SH3J TlTlIlar, ctirrlivi Deisal 
'.lividlii:foil Liivl Anelkvi Jolla 11S5 Forendo 
Rlec {FJ 1L55 Colic In Crldc {FJ 1S.15 
aijeiCodno 4.** Hovj Not to Deoorrie {FJ 4.45 
Her.iceELicteric. (F^ 5B 'WldFa SOS ^RJ 5*5 
Hence Dootor. {RJ 


Friday 


l-l-rj ^fi.** Ererirtict 3u15 Wotad Dovjii 
I ■ t ^ Bjivlar. But* hlormec Uivler tlia 
HLiYiYier; EEC Nevjc; 'Wbrilier. II** Sulitc ovl 
Soroniyerc, 114 5Tb Ely or Motto Eiry i|F;Y EEC 
Nevjc; Werilier. B.E EuTfprin HliI. U* EEC 
Nev.ic; Werilier. 1** Fwyavri Nevjc; Werilier. 145 
Dodorc ±.15Cuv-li Inttia Celebrly /«e 3.** EEC 
Nav.lL-; Weitlier; Fayoivri Nevjc, Sut5CEEC 515 
W'eri;act Ui*. fij*ft EEC Nevjq Werilier. fi.S* 
F»ycnri Nevjc FToy t niYiYiec; Werilier. 7** Tlia 
One SIvvj. 73* A "CuedJon of Sivrt; i|F:Y EEC 
Nevjc; Reylcrvil Nevjc Sut* EoctEivlerc 3.34 CJ. 
ft** HLKtta But* EEC Nav.lL, *25 Rericnri 
Nevjc; 'Wbrilier. Bu35TiaGMlvnm Norton SIvvj. 
IIS* Tlia Nritonri Lottory RkLiy: rhilt Dtovjc, 
113* Film: Strdlp Tooi:erc. {1?SI7J Sd-11 
o\ brer tire, otuTrtm Cocimt Xtii Dlen; W'eitlier'Jev.i. 
IS* syi Donee JjiYiec Mjyb Men Lri:-. .FJ 2 l 3* 
Horison Mode dieT A Decode ofttie Hliyvii 
G evrme n=:Y 3.34 Rlttiw Rotten Soonvkelc, n=:Y 
4.15 EEC Nevjc, 


CEeeHec. 7ftft CEEC 3.3* 
CBeellec. US* Aiknri Rnrk. {F;Y 
RlttVc, IS.3* GMT vjttti Gaorya 
RevlyStoo(yCook. ISSOeict {RJ 
Lhie Snooker Tlia P.lndero, Ccjercvia of ttie 
ttlrd l»ct-of-11-1tJiYiac<pLTterilivri. 515AntkpHC 


l±*ft Daly 
Acyrii iH 
1**L 


Rood Tip. fijft* Egyievt, 4.3* Great Ertttli 
FoIvjutw Joirneyc Tt* U'je Siooker: Tlia Micterc. 
Tlia fOLrtti l»ct-oMHtOYiec (LLTteHlivri. 3.ft* 
MideriYlivL 3.3* Lift In ji Cottya GcTdan vjBi 
Cut cl Klein, ft** Cunt Trie It v.ttti You Bu** Rid 
ji vI Lo-oce BuS* Nevjciiyt. 114* Tlia Re-Jev.' 
SIvvj; Werilier. H5t Snooker: Tlia Micterc 1S.4* 
Snooker Etfro 2.4* ffiC Nevjc, 4.15 Ctoca. 


MIlTeIu* Duiyl:.reri;. 3.3*Lorrrina. ft25Tlie 
UBiAd JereYy Kyle SIvvj. Bu**TitoMon1iy 
12*4 Looce Woman 13* ITV rievjc; Werilier. 
155Rayonri Nev.ic-; Werilier. S.4* P.Liyttia Eed 
Hoi ice Wli Sut* Dlddiv-OHfc- Reri DeaL 3.53 
Reyonri 'Wbrilier. 4.** Doo Mottii {RJ 5** Tlia 
Cl vice fijft* Reyonri Nevjc; Werilier. fi.S* ITV 
Nevjc; Werilier. 7*4 Bmmerdrie. 734 CoroivBon 
Street Sut* Cllokenb H:c-|:+tiL 3.3* CoroivBon 
Street 3.4* CdYielu Rodtc vjttti Jocon Miford 
But* ITV Mevjcri Tbit Werilier. B.3* Fieycnri 
Nevjc; Werilier. B.3 5 T*;a Ma at {F^ 115* 30 
YeTO- of Ai AKleve 'Will {F;j 124* Tia Done; 
ITV Nev.ic Hevlliec 24* Riyi US Mrdvib. 
{3DSEJ TlTlIar ceinel, ctiTky TbiYiYyLaa Jonec, 
4.5* ITVNyitcoreei 534 ITV Monliy Nevjc 


Channel 4 


I fi.*5 Tlia HoolJC iRY fi.S* 
Tlia H o-o l:c, /RJ fi.55 
Fredly: Syiaecel. 725 E'jaryJ>«y Lo'jac 
FoyjYVHKL p'f 75t Roder. 0J *.15 Roder. flRJ 
*.4* Aooordvito Jim ffRJ ft.B SirenvuTy USA 
{FJ BuB Rkm: ESttia ^>Vt {134SJ Sip:erivtrri 
oorYiady drrliij Rax hLTrtcou 124* Clvinel 4 
NevjcS.HYiYV¥y 12* 5 Tl Tee In ciBed. p\ t235 
OoiYia Dlia vjttn Me {RJ ItSCoHma DmavJttliMe 
/RY t*5Ccnia DlnavjBi Me rtRJ 2*5 Corma Dina 
vjBi P.Ta. |RY S.4* CoiYia Dkia vjttti Me ^=ij SuB 
Conridovjn. SuBSDeil or No Deri 5** Oelekrly 
FPjeGoTo. 4.** Tlia SkYiJConc {RJ fi.S* Holycokc. 
7** Clvinel 4 Nev.ic 1±5 4ttvuyt3± 734 Tlia 
Fovjii Kkiy 755 JLimlet Fldi Si^jer. *.** 
Fh l:-:otl'ini Fill Dovjii Uivler. 3.** HectonbRdTH 
Faod But* St vi m ala ll, 11B Rkn Hot Sliotd 
Fvrt D«k {1SB3J Si»of ootton lYioila ceiial, 
ctirkifi Clvrlla Stiaei 125* Mido on 4: 41=10,: 
'Witte TJac. 1*5 My r-Lime Ic EoL {FJ 155 
Comely Leix ICuivy p'f 2S* HIyi Eriyj Boy 

J 2001J Reimfere Drjinvi, cLtfIivi Ty ee Gil Ivon 
.3* ER i|F:Y 5x-ECon-rtdovjn iRj 555Cloce 


Channel 3 


fijft* Mlkdvkel 3.15 Tlia 
WriyTt Stiff. 11*4 Tlia 
Voiaccn SIvvj. 1145 CSI: Crime Soena 


1 1 Tied!yriIon p J 124* FPie Nevjc 1S.45 
EiYiaiyenoy Ekerc, p’f 245Nekjl1»iiic. 215CS1: 
CrliYia Scene liTjectkatloii ffRJ 3.*5 Rkm: Tlia 
Leyervl of Stee|y Hoflovj. {130dj 5t* FPie Nbvjc 
ct SI W'erilvr. 5** NeMilwirc, (RJ fij** Monkey 
Life fixSSU'ieffcnm StiKlo FPie Tt* FPie Nev.ic ct 
7 73* MdvietiYo Doo Ext:4aq (FJ FPie Nevjo 
UixLrie *jft* Ftriec of ttie CuUbkem Tlia Tie 
Story FPie Nbvjc at ft ft** Tlia Mertnld p J 
But* CSI: CrliYia Soena liTjedlyritoii rtRJ 3ft.55 
NCIS. 1155CoivlnCi1ct,(RJ 1215SirerCuidiio. 
4.ft* Motorqjort P.luclH. 4.S5 Hovj Not to 
Deoorrie 5B Wldfacos. 535 htoive Doctor. 


wedn©&l3ury kilchent 

bcrtKlOQm^ Bod'OCHTC' I.T 



NMlp«U<«kw 

l,«■ • Jjaniit. 

>> a*x I , Ml IM «^ft. i»M l* mJ 

jj *h 4ri>*U 

ftuw mm twmt vmm mwrc in■ r** 

0121 505 3034 



Chat 

C905 232 5304 

r_dll*F4ovv!l 


Pholigraphy ■ 
Viileggriphy 

Td: 0121 B33 9369 

tr.'.'T->jP3 toll not *j feifei^jitotollto.aii 
Wu Jo po #<po rf pltofe^ 

baby pictvr*4, famity 

portruhi, w ioJJiim cmd 
parfy p/»o^o# bit /DVD 
vhlucgrapky, 

reffvurffffa 

vrA/uofo 

DVD and • 



o/irtrrfniciN* «r 

fU4Itafll T*P» lJbK*9 

1bW.lt 
Hivr ro-Btrui 
ruftktaifj tPk> iwj 
V4J*X1Y hM» 

OS til 

iin» k'-um V) nr 

rutlfcnio hm.wkjp 

'jnvn4«»H4ruor» 

3*36 


f*JJ=5k ririft Uft r> l,t ^ 
iAv imtMP 

wiaro Knvr 

IfkNt-t/tPBJ*/ 11.0 

•Awn icvtiivKS 

■X4CJP/ Vjf 

W'l(kAr|,Mkiir 

m L.W *«:> T. ft* *• T7V 3616 
lJft6TTJf3636 


.vni'r.l • VI >T T 


4iPM9Uoni« Mid 

EBWIfiLKgpfi ITilTS 11£ 1X1 J E X I 



VaHKe-atVoiBlow 
Ainw>0fcnd 
Mi D ;iUr EJtvb 



liilO ♦ 4 I (Mil* 

v,f*touiftUiii' a^n oou 


Window and Door FWpairs 

n :•>:*»* rc^ «: • M&t i till Ui>wl u too mild 
s. b * rtf <tol te 

*f..* s .v,rinv4jn MtMto nS* -irtorfilf• -*-11111 
f « fAfuxm a 
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WINDOWS AND CONSERVATORIES 



<P-^/y«er y < CVMX 1 *9 >V,v*r • eor/ 

in^» r *'jmjrJ W?Hf&X %‘nfirw -y »Wo »-rrcyi pi. 


FOt'K OiAKS CONSERVATOKIES LTD. 

ft Ti > cig • TBas\jva lol 

t *Hrtoft 1 e*ulLtowc, T*w S rmtkiu S K 4W 

0121 3CC L<‘A C*id>U« 0^3il i> ^ X 
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BLINDS SALE & 
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FREE rn.eri 5 uring FREE fitting 
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Brain Gym 


No.09 8 


Codeword 


it**e 

to toe rttfif d tiem*n prior ic* stwi^ou orl. 



U^TW?^Vuiai»lVi 


'n 

V 

C 

i 

j 

i 

f— 

A 

P 

f— 

w 

r f 

n 

8 

p 

» 

u 

- 

J L 

w 


• i 

r ■■ 

K 

•i 

JL 

V 

ja. 

♦1 

u. 

’i— 

a 

7f 

•1 


1 

14 

7 

19 

J 

H 

3 

17 

8 

1 

ii 

s 

ii 

7 

ao 

1 

1 

7) 

• 

XJ 

1U 



X3 

if 

75 


ak 



WWW 


Pnn!^|^aMnhto^AJn i tfift|g<n l flr,SMwrB Ci^leytTim 


Double Close word 


L v».< u i ■ ocdi 

inre v*w 




Clf jt< CIllMU 

ACtM* 

7. joconoof' QM«ri <t 

-5. Ktt o*» »wh. 

1. frtt 

c^u’i [ft 
ia ^Irsuivt cotour 
fmrH 

11 11*700 0* *T5*.C«» 

•j«i «iv( M 
ir 

id i v;0JKo^ 

*r *j%rn yrc*>$) 

1* »iJk oriuc«M^i 

<0 

?t. *rt^xTJr tirollr 

n^ciuf^ioc 

«<nr«lr brn 

*) 

CiitokClust 

•4*»CJ -3 

1. Vrrtr ovt.t/| 

«. 

1dtt*>V»r ft 
iaUtK{.,!| 

1 % vjti* luoafpaf) 

Id I nrm lc.« *rr 

*0 

1U <qpiO©*<>) 
7t.£i>*jw: d(V^ 
a&StMtfrl 


Dcrwn 

t k VfcMpj Ctrl 90 t* 
<*va»mr{P ( 2IJ 
Lkntrnxsn 

canc ’iro-'^j v 

wn- < 

* mix cjvoUjiM# 

Aiiottinrwt ft 
UMiwnflfvif 
riur.ii rvcTmi 

k it»3duc*»t torlxr 

.2 gocirf^ 

UliujOiCUiii lap) 

dtftvc*dr*nn if) 
ii l*:u ilili ii 

/t-Mt WflfTrt* 

uuiri'icrmiry tr\ 
^BIIVVOI 
TdC-n II*; k- 

Imiav^d 

iwCn: n<**v i• 7>:r/ 

• kllli^iiX 
17. *M1* Mll fv) 

ax-kino cm i nor* u*.* 


Ovpn 

1 'jNrMml(Kl{) 
tec.WiWn^ 
4UI (/t*> ft 

41 .* :* 

%. hMnoc 

liNk 

lx li(«r.|^ 

icctMioirsn 

tij. h««g|ita K 
aii«M»| 



LftJft I LLlf I W K. 

IM 


I ^tJX»T4ftrr/k<Mnio7? llWr»i»4 <t 
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Cottons The Property Specialists 
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star extraTRAVEL 


Cuba 

A step back in time 

Cuba is a land rich in natural 
beauty and blessed with a 
coastline as eye-catching as 
anywhere in the Caribbean. 

In addition to your time in 
Havana, other highlights of this 
wonderful holiday will include a 
stay in breath-taking Vinales 
Valley, two nights in the bay-side 
city of Cienfuegos, the stylish 
Pearl of the South, and three 
nights in a beach-front, all 
inclusive resort close to the 
perfectly preseved 16 th-century 
city of Trinidad which, with it’s 
colonial mansions, cobble streets 
and horse-drawn carriages, is a 
delicious time warp into which 
you’ll willingly step. 



Itoelve day tour by air 


FROM £1,299 

The price includes: 

• Return flights to Havana 

• Six nights bb accommodation 
•One night half-board 
•Three nights all inclusive 
•Two lunches 

•Visits to Vinales and Trinidad 
•Visitto Cienfuegos 
•Two guided tours of Havana 

• Services of a coach 
driver/tour representative 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays 
(ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


For a brochure please call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 
9am to 5pm) or email starextra@expressandstar.co.uk 


-WANTE 

by 


BIGWGDD 
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BOND WOLFE 
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Properties for Auction 
Immediate Exchange of Contracts 
Completion within 28 days 

For A Free No Obit* 
Auction 
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ADVERTORIAL 


DEMAND FOR PART-EXCHANGE SOARS 


AS CANNY HOMEOWNERS 
BEAT THE MARKET 


RECORD numbers of homeowners are looking to 
move up the housing ladder whilst getting 
around the problem of finding a buyer for their 
existing property, according to the Black 
Country’s leading housebuilder. 

Barratt West Midlands says levels of customer 
interest in its part-exchange service are at a new 
high. And the reason is clear - the difficulties 
facing homeowners who try to sell their own 
home in the current market. 

“We’ve been offering a part-exchange service for 
more than 30 years but we’ve never had so many 
people looking to take advantage of it,” said 
Graydon Worthing, Sales Director at Barratt West 
Midlands. 

“People are coming to us who are 
understandably keen to move up the property 
ladder now. Because of the fall in house prices in 
the last four years, the gap between the price of 
your present home and the one you want to 
move up to is likely to be significantly smaller 
than it was in 2007.” 

“But we are hearing horror stories at the moment 
about the problems you could face if you try to 
sell your old property. Not only is it hard even to 
find a buyer in the second-hand market. 
Sometimes when you do find one they drop out 
or insist that you reduce the price.” 

With its part-exchange exchange service, Barratt 
West Midlands will buy your old place in just 
seven days when you purchase one of their new 
homes. That way you can buy and sell in one 
easy move and know you’re getting fair market 
value for your old home. 

There are no estate agents’ fees to pay, you 
side-step most of the hassle and cost usually 


associated with selling a property and - best of 
all - you’ll have no worries about the dreaded 
housebuying ‘chain’ breaking. 

“It’s just like part exchanging a car,” Graydon 
added. “We’ll consider buying your current home 
so that you are free to buy one of ours. 

“We arrange for the property to be valued by two 
independent surveyors and make a fair offer 
based on the highest of the two valuations. We 
are a guaranteed cash buyer, there’s no chain, no 
agents’ fees or last minute price haggling.” 

“This probably sounds like a very good deal to 
anyone currently struggling to sell their old home. 
I would urge anyone interested to call us today to 
find out more.” 

Barratt West Midlands is currently offering part 
exchange for a limited period only on selected 
homes at the following developments in the 
Black Country: 

The Bridles 

Bell Lane 

Bloxwich 

WS3 2JW 

Tel: 01922 497 516 

The Bridles offers a selection of one-bedroom 
apartments priced from £99,950 and two-, 
three- and four-bedroom houses priced from 
£144,950. 

Canal Walk 

Purlin Wharf 

Off Halesowen Road 

Dudley 

DY29PQ 

Tel: 01384 561 329 

Canal Walk has just two, two-bedroom 


apartments remaining priced from £111,995. 

Dukes Park 

Constantine Way 

Bilston 

WV14 8GX 

Tel: 01902 491 221 

Dukes Park has a selection of two-, three-, 
four- and five-bedroom houses priced from 
£138,250. 

Fordbrook Court 

Station Road 

Rushall 

WS41ES 

Tel: 01922 721 873 

Fordbrook Court offers a selection of two- and 

three-bedroom houses priced from £139,950. 

Fox Walk 

Foxoak Street 

Cradley Heath 

B64 5DF 

Tel: 01384 411538 

Fox Walk offers a single two- bedroom 

apartment priced at £119,950 and a selection of 

three- bedroom houses priced from £154,950. 

Fusion 

Sun Street 

Wolverhampton 

WV1 1AA 

Tel: 01902 451 396 

Fusion offers a selection of one- and two- 
bedroom apartments priced from £91,950, 

Hodkins Place 
Leabrook Road 
Wednesbury 
WS10 7LX 


Tel: 0121 5051857 

Hodkins Place comprises two-bedroom 
apartments and three- and four-bedroom houses 
priced from £91,950. 

Merryfields 
Moor Street 
Brierley Hill 
DY5 3QF 
Tel: 01384 789 22 

Merryfields offers one- and two-bedroom 

apartments priced from £96,950 and three- 

bedroom houses with prices from £171,950. 

Monarch’s Gate 

King Street 

Wednesbury 

WS10 7PQ 

Tel: 0121 5051375 

Monarch’s Gate offers one- and two-bedroom 
apartments and three-bedroom houses priced 
from £79,950. 

Waters Edge 
Mart Lane 

Stourport-on-Severn 

DY13 9ER 

Tel: 01299 82813 

Waters Edge offers two- bedroom apartments 
and three- bedroom houses, priced from 
£146,950. 

For more information, please contact the sales 
office open daily from 10am to 5pm. Alternatively, 
please call the sales hotline on 0844 811 9933 
open seven days a week from 8am to 9pm or log 
on to www.barratthomes.co.uk 






barratthomes.co.uk 


Reserve in January and receive £2,000 to 
spend on extras for your new home from our 
Choices range*! 


or call 0844 811 99 33 


FIND 

THE 

ONE 


Hodkins Place, 

Leabrook Road, Wednesbury WS10 7LX 
0121 505 1857 

2 bedroom apartments from £91,950 

3 and 4 bedroom houses from £155,950 


New Year 
New home! 


Find your perfect new home for 2011 at one of our 
developments in your region. 

With a range of homes to choose from, and a variety 
of easy purchase schemes to get you moving, whether 
you’re a first time buyer or looking for a larger family 
home, we’re sure you’ll find what you're looking for with 
Barratt West Midlands. 


Monarchs Gate, 

King Street, Wednesbury WS10 7PQ 
0121 505 1375 

1 and 2 bedroom apartments from £79,950 

2 and 3 bedroom houses from £129,950 


Images typical of Barratt Homes. Prices correct at time of going to press.*Contact the sales office of the development for more detail of what is included in this offer. No cash alternative available. Reservations must be taken on or before 31st January. 
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French firm says its electronic alternative to a 4x4 is ideal for any further cold snaps 

Getting to grips with winter 


BRITAIN’S big freeze has seen con¬ 
tinued interest in 4x4s. 

But there can be big sacrifices to 
make on emissions, and therefore tax, 
fuel consumption and insurance costs 
for some models. 

Now Peugeot is highlighting its 4x4 
alternative, designed to give drivers 
enhanced driving ability in poor con¬ 
ditions, while remaining affordable 
and comfortable in everyday use. 

The option is the firm’s 3008 
“crossover” fitted with Peugeot’s inno¬ 
vative Grip Control. 

Grip Control consists of an intelli¬ 
gent traction control system and 
special Mud and Snow tyres. It auto¬ 
matically improves traction on diffi¬ 
cult surfaces such as snow, mud, dirt 
tracks and wet grass. 

Modes 

The system works with the vehicle’s 
ESP (Electronic Stability Pro¬ 
gramme) to maintain the best possi¬ 
ble traction from both front wheels. It 
has five selectable operating modes 
which can be chosen by the driver 
from a dedicated control mounted on 
the centre console. 

In Standard mode, the vehicle’s 
ESP system is calibrated for typical 
grip levels found on normal road sur¬ 
faces, where there are low levels of 
wheel slip. 

Snow mode adapts the system to 
gain the best traction from each of the 
front wheels when the car is pulling 
away. As the car increases speed, the 
system constantly tweaks the trac- 



The car has a well-equipped cabin Grip Control offers all-weather ability without the weight and emissions of a 4x4 


tion control to maintain acceleration a high level of slip on the least stable electronically controlled the torque against wheel slip to give the driver 
in the face of variable grip conditions, wheel when pulling away to remove offset between the front wheels can the best possible control over the 
The system returns to Standard excess mud and improve grip. At the be as much as 100 per cent, well vehicle up to 50mph. 
once you are over 31 mph. same time, the wheel with the beyond normal limits for a limited Sand mode allows slight wheel slip 

All-terrain mode copes with mud, strongest grip level is given as much slip differential. As the car gains on both drive wheels simultaneously, 
dirt tracks and wet grass by allowing torque as possible. As the system is speed, the system continually works to allow the vehicle to make headway 


and reduce the risk of getting stuck in 
the sand. Here again, the control pro¬ 
vided is superior to that of a limited 
slip differential (LSD). In this mode, 
Standard mode kicks in automati¬ 
cally above a speed of 75mph. 

There is also an ESP Off setting, 
which disconnects ESP and Grip 
Control up to 31mph, giving control to 
the driver. Above this speed, “ESP 
Standard” selects automatically. 

Peugeot’s Grip Control option also 
includes the standard fitment of 
215/60 R16 Michelin Latitude Tour 
HP “Mud and Snow” tyres, which are 
suitable for off-road use. These tyres 
have special StabiliGrip blades 
within the tread pattern that can lock 
together to maintain good tread 
contact with the driven terrain. 

Seasons 

Grip Control gives the Peugeot 
3008 Crossover a great all-round 
ability as well as providing excellent 
towing and carrying capabilities for 
better weather, making it a genuine 
car for all seasons. 

And, when the weather changes the 
system has none of the disadvantages 
with regards to increased weight and 
emissions of a standard mechanical 
4x4 system. 

Peugeot’s Grip Control is available 
as standard on the Peugeot 3008 SR 
Crossover and as a £470 option on the 
Peugeot 3008 Sport and Exclusive 
HDi 112 & HDi 150 Crossover models. 

Prices for the Peugeot 3008 range 
start at £16,695 on the road. 
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MOTORIMC 


Hyundai is set to go upmarket 


HYUNDAI has 

I announced a family¬ 
sized car designed to 
boost the UK market’s 
perception of the brand. 

The new vehicle will be 
called the i40 and it will be 
launched in estate form in 
] 2011, followed by a saloon 
| version. 

The Mondeo-sized model 
will make its debut at the 
2011 Geneva Motor Show in 
| March. 

The i40, which was known 
by the codename ‘VF’ during 
development, arrives as the 
I Korean company embarks 
I on the next phase of its 
I brand and product evolution 
I in Europe. The new i40 aims 
| to further shift European 

_. ,, ...... . . . . , „ _ , consumer perception of 

The Hyundai i40 has been developed for the European market and Hyundai to a more aspira- 
will arrive in estate form tional position, thanks to 



dynamic design and class¬ 
leading quality, perform¬ 
ance and technical features. 

Allan Rushforth, vice 
president of Hyundai Motor 
Europe, said: “We have bold 
ambitions for Hyundai in 
Europe, and the new i40 will 
provide the momentum we 
need to achieve our goals in 
2011 and beyond. We expect 
the quality of the new i40 to 
continue the development of 
our image in Europe and 
attract new customers.” 

Designed at Hyundai’s 
European R&D facilities in 
Germany, the new i40 has 
been specifically developed 
for the European market. 
The car will progress the 
‘fluidic sculpture’ design, 
featuring the company’s sig¬ 
nature hexagonal front 
grille and rakish lines which 
give the i40 a dynamic, 


sporty appearance by con¬ 
necting the front, side and 
rear profiles. It will also 
become Hyundai’s most 
innovative model in Europe, 
including latest environ¬ 
mental technologies, and a 
powertrain line-up which 
boasts best-in-class per¬ 
formance and fuel economy 
and very low C02 emis¬ 
sions. 

Mr Rushforth added: “The 
i40 perfectly combines the 
four elements that have 
become core Hyundai 
values: practicality, per¬ 
formance, efficiency and 
styling.” 

The i40 will benefit from 
the Five Year Triple Care 
package that includes a five- 
year unlimited mileage war¬ 
ranty, five years’ roadside 
assistance and five years of 
vehicle health checks. 
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Official GovtmrmntTist Eni/irorvmntal Data. Fu#l consum \t\on figures mpg (lrtres/100km) 
and CO tmtesions (g/km). Vauxhall rang*: Utfaan: 16.5 (17.1) -6U (4.6), Extra-urban: 32.8 
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BMW draws on motor racing expertise to produce its stunning new performance coupe 


Hottest BMW 1 
Series unveiled 


The 1 Series M Coupe powers to 62mph in 4.9 seconds A Boston leather cabin, with sport seats, is standard 





An excellent power to weight ratio will enable BMW’s 1 Series M Coupe to outperform the previous M3 


EVERY new BMW M car 
forms part of a very special 
family tree that can trace a 
lineage of iconic perform¬ 
ance road cars back to the 
legendary BMW Ml from 
the 1970s. 

The latest car to feature the 
letter M comes with stunning 
performance from a race-bred 
powertrain, a controllable, 
agile and exploitable chassis, 
the finest materials and com¬ 
ponents, and an attractive, 
sporty design to ensure it 
takes a deserved place among 
these icons. 

The new BMW 1 Series M 
Coupe heralds the introduction of 
a high performance sports car into 
a compact design that extends the 
BMW M portfolio and paves the 
way for a wider audience to appre¬ 
ciate M car ownership. 

An M car has to have sublime 
driving characteristics first and 
foremost, but it must look stun¬ 
ning too, and the BMW 1 Series M 
Coupe does not deviate from this 
formula. 

Dramatic 

The sporty character of the 
BMW 1 Series M Coupe is 
expressed by a dramatic exterior 
design, with widened wheel 
arches, exclusive 19-inch Y-spoke 
M alloy wheels, and dual chrome 
tailpipes. 

A discreet spoiler lip generating 
additional downforce and a rear 
apron with side openings echoing 
the look of the front air intakes 
ensure the look of sporting intent 
matches the model’s sporting 
ability. L-shaped rear light clus¬ 
ters with two light banks fed by 
LED units complete the M car 
look. Exterior paint finishes are 
Alpine White non-metallic, Black 
Sapphire metallic and the exclu¬ 
sive Valencia Orange metalic. 

The BMW 1 Series M Coupe is 
fitted as standard with bi-xenon 
headlamps, and LED-fed position¬ 
ing lights. A hallmark M-branded 


feature is the elongated chrome 
gill element on the front wheel 
arch, while the door mirrors are 
from the BMW M3, but tuned for 
the specific aerodynamic charac¬ 
teristics. 

The standard sports seats in 
Boston leather feature Kyalami 
orange stitching and offer both 
driver and front passenger excel¬ 
lent lateral hold. The interior is 
exclusively modelled for the BMW 
1 Series M Coupe, with an M 
leather steering wheel and the use 
of Alcantara with Kyalami orange 
contrast stitching on the door 
trim, door inserts, handbrake and 
gear lever gaiter and instrument 
binnacle cove. The M logo is also 
embossed in the front of the head- 

The new BMW 1 Series M 
Coupe has at its heart a high 
revving, in-line six-cylinder 
engine with twin turbocharger, 
direct injection technology and 
double VANOS variable valve 
timing to develop a maximum 
output of 340hp. Such perform¬ 
ance equates to a highly desirable 
car that takes just 4.9 seconds to 
accelerate from zero to 62mph. 
The BMW M tuned twin-tur- 
bocharger technology used con¬ 
sists of two relatively small turbos 
which, because of their low inertia 
characteristics, are active even at 
low engine speeds, ensuring no 
turbo lag, yet a peak power output 
which is achieved at 5,900rpm. 

The great flexibility of the 
2,979cc engine means that 
maximum torque of 450Nm is pro¬ 
duced from as little as l,500rpm. A 
flat torque curve for swift in gear 
acceleration sees peak torque 
maintained up to 4,500 rpm. This 
figure can be increased by another 
50Nm when the car is under full 
throttle by means of an overboost 
function. In fact, such is its stun¬ 
ning performance and handling, it 
is expected to be significantly 
faster around the Niirburgring 
Nordschleife than the previous 
generation E46 BMW M3. 

The chassis of the BMW 1 Series 
M Coupe has been tested using 


BMW M GmbH’s racing-oriented 
development process, and uses 
numerous key components, origi¬ 
nally conceived for the BMW M3, 
have been modified for use in this 
car. 

Light weight is of course vital 
and the latest M car tips the scales 
at l,495kgs courtesy of the exten¬ 
sive use of aluminium. The double 
pivot front axle and the five-link 
rear axle are made almost entirely 
of aluminium. With chassis tech¬ 
nology derived directly from motor 
racing, a power-to-weight ratio of 
227hp/tonne has been achieved. 

Footprint 

The footprint of the car is bigger 
than a standard BMW 1 Series 
Coupe with it being 55mm wider 
than the BMW 135i Coupe. The 
width of 1,803 mm is the result of 
optimisation of the front and rear 
axle to enhance driving dynamics. 

As standard, BMW 1 Series M 
Coupe comes with Variable M dif¬ 
ferential lock, compound brakes, 
DSC with MDM and M Ser- 
votronic. The Variable M differen¬ 
tial lock responds to differences in 
rotational speeds in the rear 
wheels, redirecting torque within 
a fraction of a second for optimum 
traction and maximum thrust on 
slippery surfaces and when accel¬ 
erating out of bends. 

The BMW 1 Series M Coupe 
comes with an extensive range of 
standard equipment, including 
19-inch Y-Spoke alloy wheels, two- 
zone air-conditioning, cruise 
control, BMW Radio Business 
with MP3-capable CD player and 
six speakers. It also has a Boston 
leather interior with Alcantara 
trim with Kyalami orange stitch¬ 
ing in the cabin. Optional extras 
include Comfort Access, Harman 
Kardon Surround Sound System, 
Professional Navigation system 
with hard drive storage, Adaptive 
Headlights and High beam assis¬ 
tant. 

The BMW 1 Series M Coupe 
goes on sale in May 2011 priced at 
£39,990 on the road, with the first 
customer deliveries in May. 


Kia scoop design awards 


KIA Motors has scooped product design 
awards for its two latest vehicles - the 
Sportage crossover and Optima saloon - in the 
recently announced 2011 iF product design 
awards. 

In addition to design quality, the jury also recog¬ 
nized other criteria, including workmanship, level of 
innovativeness, eco-friendliness, ergonomics and 
safety. One of the main focuses in this year’s awards 
was on the participants’ brand image. 

“These latest awards for the all-new Kia Sportage 
and Optima are positive proof of the tremendous 
strides Kia has made in revolutionizing the styling 


Saab now bringing in 
changes for UK roads 


of our product line-up,” said Tae-Hyun Oh, Senior 
Vice-President & Chief Operating Officer, Kia 
Motors Corporation. “Our global management 
team’s focus on design since the mid-2000s is now 
clearly paying dividends, and, in conjunction with 
the rapidly improving quality of our vehicles, Kia’s 
enhanced brand reputation is being driven by the 
stunning designs being created by our design teams 
around the world, led by Chief Design Officer Peter 
Schreyer.” 

Since its launch in 1953, the annual iF product 
design award has been one of the world’s most impor¬ 
tant prizes for excellence in design. For the iF 
product design award 2011, the organizers received 
2,756 submissions from 
43 countries for products 
registered in 16 cate¬ 
gories. Kia Sportage and 
Kia Optima won in the 
category “Transportation 
Design.” 

Fair 


SAAB GB has announced a number 
of specification upgrades for the new 9- 
5 Vector SE models with immediate 
effect. 

All model year 2011 Saab 9-5 Vector 
SE models will now be fitted with 
leather-trimmed seats as standard, 
replacing the previous leather and 
textile interior trim. 

In addition, the 17-inch Blade alloy 
wheels are replaced with 18-inch 
Carve alloy wheels, improving the 
car’s aesthetic appeal. Prices are 
unchanged. 

Saab GB has also made an impor¬ 
tant change to the chassis configura¬ 
tion for all 2.0-litre TiD 160PS models 
which are equipped with manual 
transmission. 


The previous sport chassis fitted as 
standard has now been replaced with a 
revised comfort chassis specification. 

This chassis change in combination 
with the change to 18-inch alloy wheels 
improves the overall dynamic behav¬ 
iour of the vehicle. 

Jonathan Nash, Saab GB managing 
director, said: “The improved driving 
characteristics address issues related 
to ride comfort on UK roads. 

“The fact that the engineering team 
have managed to make the changes 
without affecting the impressive C02 
emissions of just 139g/km for the 
manual 2.0-litre TiD 160PS car show 
that the small independent Saab engi¬ 
neering team can respond very quickly 
to market requirements.” 


The official presenta¬ 
tion ceremony for the iF 
product design awards 
will take place on 1 
March 2011, the first day 
of CeBIT - the world’s 
largest trade fair show¬ 
casing digital IT and 
telecommunications 
solutions for home and 
work environments. A 
special exhibition, show¬ 
casing all the award¬ 
winning products, will 
also open at the Hanover 
Exhibition Centre on the 
same day and will run 
until August 2011. 
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Albion end 2010 with 
a worrying flashback 


ALBION said farewell to 2010 by 
giving The Hawthorns a worrying 
reminder of the team of 2008. 

Roberto Di Matteo’s outfit, having done so 
much this season to rid the club of its “fluent but 
fallible” tag, came over all Mowbray-esque to 
carelessly toss away three points and ensure a 
miserable holiday return. 

The quality of Albion’s approach work against 
both Bolton and Blackburn should have left Di 
Matteo’s men turning the year nudging the top 
six. Instead, they still have much work to do to 
preserve their top-flight status. The Baggies 
should have done better than this. 

Even at 3-1 down just after the hour, they 
would be given 24 minutes to go at a visiting 
team reduced to 10 men by the red card shown 
two-goal Nikola Kalinic for a studs-up and late 
challenge on Paul Scharner. 

The advantage was eventually levelled out by 
the dismissal of Gabriel Tamas after he deliber¬ 
ately upended Marne Biram Diouf to prevent the 
forward breaking clear. 

But that was with just six minutes playing 
time remaining and the real damage of that inci¬ 
dent will spill over into the three games the 
defender will now miss because of suspension. 

But more worrying were the weaknesses 
which presented Rovers with a flattering victory 
and which will have been all too familiar to sup¬ 
porters who watched Albion’s previous Premier 
League challenge. 

For the first half of this campaign, and 
throughout the Championship promotion which 
preceded it, Albion had eradicated their vulner¬ 
ability at set-pieces. But the old Achilles heel was 
exposed once more as the two second-half goals 
from which Blackburn won the game sprang 
directly from poorly-defended corners. 

Meanwhile, at the other end, the Baggies fans 
watched a regular supply of opportunities want 
for a clinical finishing touch even allowing for the 
visitors being well served by not one but two 
notable goalkeeping performances. 

An injured Paul Robinson made one fine stop 
to deny Graham Dorrans before half-time. 



His replacement Mark Bunn proved equally 
defiant through the second period. 

Despite a smattering of the form which has 
raised the bar of expectation surrounding Di 
Matteo’s team, this was a performance dogged by 
the same air of calamity which undermined 
Mowbray’s Premier League campaign and which 
the current boss will be desperate to remove as 
quickly as it has arrived. 

Scott Carson got away with an absolute howler 
midway through the second half, presenting the 
ball to Kalinic who, fortunately, was too startled 
to take advantage. 

And the goals Albion did concede were directly 
sourced to some woefully naive defending. 

This felt like a match Blackburn had to do very 
little to win while Albion were working so hard to 
lose it, a conclusion which will sound alarm bells 
amid the faithful who were beginning to believe 
the bad old days had been banished by the 
current management team. 

Di Matteo has a sharp eye to match his style 
and his focus between now and the weekend will 
be on his defence which, taking its cue from a 
generally sluggish start all round, was caught 
napping in the third minute. 

From the centre circle, Morten Gamst Peder¬ 
sen whipped a diagonal ball behind Gonzalo 
Jara, who had allowed Kalinic to drift from his 
attention. 

Evidence 

That lapse was compounded by the hesitancy 
the through-ball induced from Scott Carson, the 
keeper eventually opting to stand his ground 
when he might have been better served by 
sprinting to intercept the pass. Kalinic’s precise 
execution made the Baggies pay. 

Nevertheless, mid-way through the first half, 
the home side looked nicely back on course and 


with more than enough to eventually pick off 
opponents still wearing their “under new man¬ 
agement” label following Sam Allardyce’s abrupt 
departure. 

James Morrison seemed determined at this 
point to take the game by the scruff of its neck, 
firing one screaming 25-yard drive, which only 
faded a fraction off target at the last, when he 
first burst into clear space before releasing 
Somen Tchoyi with a determined, forceful run in 
the 17th minute. 

This would be an ultimately frustrating per¬ 
formance from Tchoyi but the cross he fizzed 
across goal was an absolute peach that Jerome 
Thomas could not fail to convert at the far post. 

Maybe the game’s turning point came three 
minutes into a second half the home fans, based 
on earlier evidence, must have expected their 
team to dominate. 

Dorrans, who is happily now looking much 
more like his old self, played Peter Odemwingie 
clear for a fiercely-driven left-foot drive which 
threatened the narrow gap at Bunn’s near post. 
The substitute keeper managed a terrific block, 
and Rovers were two goals to the good before 
Albion could create chances of similar quality. 

Rovers’ famed efficiency at set-pieces, orches¬ 
trated by Pedersen’s menacing deliveries, were 
at the heart of both. 

A 53rd-minute corner to the back post was 
headed back across goal by Ryan Nelson for 
Kalinic to head his second before Albion - 
focused solely on preparing themselves for 
another Pedersen corner - were caught out by a 
short pass to El Hadji Diouf instead. 

The change of angle in delivery left Carson’s 
cover flat-footed for Marne Biram Diouf to head 
Rovers’ third and put the game beyond Albion’s 
reach. 

Although the game collapsed towards untidi¬ 
ness amid the red cards and Rovers’ inevitable 
delaying tactics, Albion produced sufficient skir¬ 
mishes to keep them interested. 

But when Scharner headed an 81st-minute 
Dorrans free-kick against the bar and Tchoyi 
failed with the rebound from close range, a sense 
of the inevitable swamped The Hawthorns. 



Referee Phil Dowd shows Gabriel Tamas a red card for his cynical late foul 


Trotters’ win leaves 
boss with a puzzle 


ROBERTO Di Matteo left 
Bolton pondering a puzzle. 

But solving the mystery of how Albion 
left the Reebok Stadium on the wrong end 
of a 2-0 scoreline might be tougher than a 
Rubik’s Cube. 

The Baggies dominated possession, 
were dangerous throughout and created a 
series of chances against their high-flying 
hosts. And yet Di Matteo and Co left 
without a goal or a point thanks to strikes 
in each half from Matt Taylor and Johan 
Elmander. 

It’s little wonder the Hawthorns head 
coach boarded the bus back to the Mid¬ 
lands admitting he was “scratching his 
head” at the manner of his team’s defeat. 

If the Italian left Villa Park a little con¬ 
fused about how his side were beaten, he 
must have been thoroughly perplexed this 
time. 

The returning Peter Odemwingie alone 
had enough opportunities to put the 
Baggies out of sight. Factor in a header 
against the woodwork from Chris Brunt, a 
missed chance for James Morrison and 
several other close shaves, and the result 
was an afternoon of pure frustration. 

Twice Di Matteo’s men were hit on the 
break by the Trotters, who ensured their 
visitors were punished to the full for their 
festive profligacy. 

Whether it was their own wastefulness, 
a hefty chunk of misfortune or a combina¬ 
tion of both, Di Matteo will not welcome 
too many more afternoon’s like this in his 
team’s quest for survival. 

There was no time for Albion to ease 
themselves into the game before Paul 
Scharner had to make a crucial intercep¬ 
tion to snuff out a promising attack from 
the home side. 

An errant pass from Gonzalo Jara found 
the feet of Kevin Davies, who looked set to 
complete a one-two on the edge of the box 
with Elmander and charge in on goal, only 
for Scharner’s sliding intervention to 
block the return pass. 

But there was an early moment of 
promise for the Baggies, too, when 
Gabriel Tamas’s raking ball was headed 
on by Brunt into Morrison, whose attempt 
to trick his way into the box with a lob was 
just about thwarted by Zat Knight. 

And the visitors began to take control as 
the half progressed and had several 
opportunities to test Jussi Jaaskelainen 
in the Trotters goal. 

Baggies old-boy Paul Robinson had to 
be alert at the far post to head a cross 
away from Brunt after Somen Tchoyi had 
powered away from Gary Cahill to centre. 

Tchoyi then cut inside Gretar Steinsson 
and blasted a couple of feet wide after a 
fine burst through by Graham Dorrans. 

And Odemwingie should have called 
Jaaskelainen into action when he sprang 
the offside trap to collect Morrison’s 



sublime chip on the edge of the six-yard 
box, only to lose his bearings and fire 
wide. 

Marek Cech should also have done 
better when he galloped forwards to 
collect a pass from Tchoyi before skying a 
cross harmlessly away as Dorrans 
steamed into the goalmouth. 

But, amid the Baggies’ dominance, 
there was a dangerous Bolton break with 
Fabrice Muamba powering through the 
centre and, when Elmander stayed onside 
to collect the midfielder’s pass, the 
Baggies were grateful to see the striker 
scoop his shot over from a decent position 
12 yards out. 

The visitors should have led when 
Odemwingie raced clear on the right and 
had Dorrans unmarked in the centre of 
the box but delivered a poor cross that was 
cut out by Cahill. 

Yet it was the hosts who were ahead at 
the break courtesy of a moment of compo¬ 
sure from Chung-Yong Lee. The Korean 
was released in the box by Elmander and, 
despite being shepherded wide by Jara, 
he picked out Taylor, who raced in to 
finish. 

Even then there was time for Jara’s 
long-range drive to be pushed over by 
Jaaskelainen just before half-time and 
the Baggies continued to press after the 
break. 

Pressure 

Brunt headed against the post with 
Jaaskelainen beaten from a Tchoyi cross 
and Morrison should have levelled when 
he was released by an Odemwingie 
through-ball but his touch was heavy and 
the keeper raced out to gather at his feet. 

The pressure on the home side did not 
let up with Odemwingie squandering the 
best of his chances with 22 minutes 
remaining, springing the offside trap to 
collect Brunt’s disguised pass, only to 
send a shot wide with just Jaaskelainen to 
beat. 

Next to be denied was substitute 
Ishmael Miller, although he could have 
done little more to add the finishing touch 
to a neat run by Dorrans and a good cross 
from Brunt. Miller’s shot was on target 
but Cahill was on hand to make the block. 

The travelling fans must have sus¬ 
pected it was not to be their day, and their 
suspicions were confirmed when Elman¬ 
der put the game to bed with four minutes 
left, jinking past Tamas and Cech and, 
after seeing his initial shot blocked, blast¬ 
ing the rebound low past Scott Carson. 


New year means a 
brand new start 
for Houllier’s Villa 


A NEW year, a new start and new 
sense of optimism for Villa fans after an 
enthralling match to kick off 2011. 

Gerard Houllier would have been glad to 
have seen the back of 2010. Poor results, 
rumours of dressing room unrest and disillu¬ 
sionment from sections of the fanbase served 
to put pressure on the Villa boss at the end of 
the year. Before the game Houllier had called 
for “unity” andwhat is abundantly clear is 
that the slate is now clean. 

This was a performance which blew away the 
cobwebs and even though it was one point, rather 
than the deserved three, it will hopefully go some 
way towards ensuring the season is not the write¬ 
off that some were predicting. 

Slowly but surely it seems there is a general 
acceptance that the Villa boss is here for the long 
haul. Owner Randy Lerner and chief executive 
Paul Faulkner are completely committed to Houl- 
lier’s philosophy on the direction of the club. 

And even those predisposed to criticism know 
the time to cast a full and proper judgement on 
Houllier’s regime at Villa Park will be at this stage 
in 12 months time, when he has had the time to 
stamp his authority on the club. 

Under his predecessor Villa’s players were given 
too much freedom, which is perhaps why they were 
never able to make that extra step and crack the 
top four. 

And it is just that type of discipline off the pitch 
and work behind the scenes on the training ground 
which Houllier is seeking to instill in his players. 

Did anyone really expect it to be easy, let alone 
an overnight process? 

But the shift in attitude against Chelsea from 
the games against Tottenham (lost 1-2) - and par¬ 
ticularly Manchester City (lost 4-0) - was there for 
all to see. 

Houllier also said he wanted players “to go to 
war” and, for the first time in a while, the claret 
and blues’ players put on the Villa shirt and 
marched into battle. 

It was typified by the approach and application 
of one of Houllier’s apparently disillusioned lieu¬ 
tenants - Richard Dunne. 

The Irish centre-back was one of the players said 
to have clashed with Villa’s backroom staff in 
December but against Chelsea he produced a 
gritty performance. 

It was a display full of character, guts and deter¬ 
mination. Definitely a man you want in the 
trenches with you. 



Additionally, Houllier was given short shrift 
when he bemoaned injury problems but, with the 
likes of Ashley Young, Gabby Agbonlahor and 
Stiliyan Petrov back in regular action, Villa looked 
much more steeled for the encounter. 

After outplaying the hosts for large parts of the 
first half they deservedly led in the second and at 
2-1 could have gone on to win quite easily with a 
bit more ambition. 

Despite a bright start, Villa pressed the self- 
destruct button as they did at Eastlands and gave 
away a needless penalty. James Collins jostled 
with Florent Malouda for a high ball but the Wales 
defender was unable to get a decisive touch and 
collapsed on top of the Chelsea winger. 

It was a soft penalty to concede and, although 
Brad Friedel guessed correctly and dived to his 
right, he was unable to stop Frank Lampard’s pow¬ 
erful spot-kick. 

Dunne continued to lead by example with a last- 
ditch tackle on Malouda. The Irish defender then 
had a great chance to pull Villa level at the other 
end when the ball was put back into the box by 
Stewart Downing but Dunne could only shin the 
ball over the bar. 

Rewarded 

However, the visitors’ endeavour was rewarded 
just before the half-time break as the ball rico¬ 
cheted around the Chelsea box. Chelsea defender 
Paulo Ferreira failed to clear his lines and Nigel 
Reo-Coker latched on to the ball before he was 
upended by Michael Essien. Ashley Young held his 
nerve as he fired past Petr Cech. 

It was all Villa straight after half-time and they 
took a deserved lead immediately after the break 
with a brilliant move which unlocked the Chelsea 
defence. Young played a brilliant crossfield ball to 
Downing on the right flank and winger delivered a 
pinpoint ball to the back post in the direction of 
Emile Heskey. The powerful striker used his 
strength to outmuscle John Terry and Jeffrey 
Bruma and headed past Cech. 

Friedel made two stunning saves from Malouda 
and Lampard as Villa sat back but the rearguard 
action was eventually breached in a thrilling final 
10 minutes. 

Chelsea scrambled home an equaliser in the 
85th minute when Didier Drogba’s near-post shot 
beat Friedel and deflected off Carlos Cuellar and 


TALKING POINT 


NEW YEAR, NEW VILLA? 

Is this a fresh start for Villa and can 
they finally put their problems behind 
them? That’s the question Villa fans 
were pondering after this splendid 
display at Stamford Bridge. 

The last 12 months have been a 
rollercoaster ride for Villa fans and cer¬ 
tainly - since Martin O’Neill’s shock 
exit - they have been searching for sta¬ 
bility. The character of this display 
against the champions hinted at the 
old Villa, the never-say-die spirit 
which embodied the O’Neill era. Houl- 
lier may have his fires to fight behind 
the scenes at Villa Park, but this could 
be a true turning point for the former 
France national coach and owner 
Randy Lerner. With important players 
returning to fitness, and a couple of 
decent additions in the transfer 
window this month, Villa fans can 
finally be looking ahead with relish in 
2011. 


Next two games ... 


SHEFFIELD UTD (A) Saturday 

This FA Cup tie is a real banana skin 
for Gerard Houllier, especially with 
the Blades now under new manage¬ 
ment. The French boss has a chance to 
rest a few but can he afford to? 

BLUES (A) January 16 

A chance for redemption after Villa’s 
Carling Cup heartache last month. A 
really key derby for both clubs. 


into the net. And it looked like John Terry 
had broken Villa hearts in the 89th 
minute when he slammed home after the 
ball pinged around the box. 

But Villa’s never-say-attitude saw them 
snatch a draw in injury time as Marc 
Albrighton crossed and the unmarked 
Ciaran Clark stole in to head home. 

Steve Bruce’s Sunderland were due at 
Villa Park last night (Wednesday) in a 
Premiership clash. 
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Graham Dorrans 
shares a joke with 
Wayne Rooney during 
Albion’s clash with 
Manchester United at 
The Hawthorns 




Fine-tuning 
is the key 
for Albion 

ALBION can look forward to something new 
next month. 

Because, for the first time in their Premier League 
history, the powers-that-be at The Hawthorns are 
preparing for a transfer window free from panic. 

Ask a football manager to assess the strength of his squad 
and he will invariably claim to be a few players short. 

Roberto Di Matteo is no different and the Baggies head 
coach would love to fine-tune his squad in several areas 
during the transfer window. 

But, thanks to the club’s best-ever first half to a top-flight 
campaign, sporting director Dan Ashworth just might be 
able to go through January without the Italian banging on 
his door in desperation. And that represents more new 
ground about to be broken for a club that saw in the new year 
as optimistically as it has for a generation. 

While Di Matteo would clearly welcome three or four 
hand-picked new faces to cement a hugely encouraging first 
half to the season, the boss acknowledges that one new 
recruit is a more realistic scenario. 

Pressure 

But that will not stop Ashworth and his team using the 
window to strive for long-term improvement to a squad that 
has evolved impressively since the former Hawthorns 
academy director got his feet under the table. 

It will be a new experience for all at the club, for whom 
January has traditionally been about fire-fighting and crisis 
management. 

Gary Megson, Bryan Robson 
and Tony Mowbray have all gone 
into January windows with the 
Baggies in sadly familiar terri¬ 
tory, behind the eight-ball and in 
need of ‘impact signings’ to turn 
around seasons that were 
heading quickly to hell in a hand¬ 
cart. They pulled off a miracle 
once, when the likes of the effer¬ 
vescent Kieran Richardson and 
the influential Kevin Campbell 
provided the missing ingredients 
that turned a seemingly doomed 
season into the ‘Great Escape’ 
that will live forever in the annals 
of Hawthorns history. 

On other occasions, however, 
the cracks have been too great to 
paper over and a month of hasty 
squad re-shaping has proved too 
little, too late. 

Now, Ashworth and Co can look 
ahead to a month of opportunities without the intense pres¬ 
sure to save a faltering season. There is little doubt, however, 
that one key issue will retain an air of urgency. 

Peter Odemwingie has been a revelation since swapping 
the uncomfortable atmosphere of Lokomotiv Moscow for a 
new challenge with Di Matteo. But the Nigeria international 
desperately needs a deputy. 

With him the Baggies look a potent, pacy, attacking outfit. 
Without him they are a different side, still inventive and 
honest but lacking the spark and cutting edge to turn posses¬ 
sion into regular goals. 

And, with the 29-year-old dogged already by knee, calf and 
groin problems since his arrival in August, Di Matteo cannot 
bank on him being ever-present for the second half of the 
campaign. 

Marc-Antoine Fortune has tried to fill the void in 
Odemwingie’s absence but the former Nancy forward had 
been unable to reproduce the displays that made him a hit in 
his loan spell at The Hawthorns two seasons ago. 

Hard-working but limited, the Frenchman lacks the pace 
and explosiveness of Odemwingie. And he clearly lacks the 
total confidence of his gaffer, too. That leaves the Italian with 
a void to fill. 

Georgios Samaras will not be the man to plug it, despite 
intense speculation linking the Celtic man with a return to 
the Premier League, while Cameroon star Pierre Webo, of 
Real Mallorca, has been watched but is not near the top of 
the Baggies’ wanted list. 

Di Matteo wants a forward with experience of the English 
top-flight, making a domestic loan the most likely route to be 
explored over the next few weeks. 

That will prove tricky, given the tight nature of a league in 
which around two-thirds of clubs might still see the Baggies 
as direct competitors, but the bigger clubs might still have 
youngsters or fringe players they are willing to lose for the 
rest of the season. 

In midfield Di Matteo has an embarrassment of riches and 
is unlikely to change things for the time being. 

But, at the back, he would ideally like at least two new 
faces, be it this month or in the summer. He is lacking a spe¬ 
cialist deputy for first-choice right-back Gonzalo Jara while, 
with Abdoulaye Meite out of favour and Paul Scharner a 
reluctant centre-back, he is probably one option short at the 
heart of his defence. The likely return of Jonas Olsson will 
strengthen that department but, should the Swede be out for 
a significant period of time, the need for re-inforcements in 
that area will become a higher priority. 

Di Matteo knows, however, that Jeremy Peace is loathed 
to spend in a mid-season window where he sees little value 
for money. The chairman will not rush into signings. And, for 
the first time in his reign, he will find few dissenters. 



Roberto Di Matteo 



Stand-in defender Paul Scharner comes close to netting in front of the Brummie Road End but his header flashes just wide. Pictures: Ed Bagnall 


Baggies must 
keep faith in 
Di Matteo way 


THREE defeats, seven goals 
conceded, just two scored and a 
grim slide towards the relegation 
zone. All this from games against 
Bolton, Blackburn Rovers and 
Manchester United which the 
Baggies could have referred to 
the European Court for Human 
Rights for the results to be over¬ 
turned. 

But Roberto Di Matteo and his players 
have to believe their gifts from a disap¬ 
pointing festive season will arrive sooner 
or later. 

While there is nothing more dangerous 
or self-deluding than a team welded to 
hard-luck stories, there is still too much to 
admire about Albion to believe the game 
will not reward them further down the 
line. 

The Baggies are in the thick of multiple 
personnel problems and have lost the 
habit of winning games. In their latest 
exercise in misadventure, the freakish 
run of crocked or suspended defenders 
continued with Pablo Ibanez and Steven 
Reid becoming casualties of the battle 
with United. 

Outplayed 

And yet still they outplayed the 
unbeaten league leaders with a further 
demonstration of the stylish, progressive 
football The Hawthorns has enjoyed all 
season — before reminding everyone they 
remain masters of discovering new ways 
to lose a game. 

It is to be hoped that, despite the down¬ 
turn in results, no-one loses faith in 
Albion’s modus operandi as things start to 
get twitchy. 

The Baggies remain an impressive tem¬ 
plate for the huge majority of English 
clubs who must forge an existence based 
ultimately on punters through the gate 



and not the generosity of a benefactor. 

Or referees it seems. You could trace the 
source of Albion’s subsequent difficulties 
this season to the unfortunate Ibanez dis¬ 
missal at Blackpool all those weeks ago. 

You might, therefore, argue that they 
had more than enough reason to be miffed 
when Gary Neville escaped conceding a 
penalty and an inevitable red card when 
he chopped down Graham Dorrans as the 
Scotland international was about to score 
in the first half. 

“If that had been us, you’d have sent 
him off,” has become a favoured battlecry 
from their Black Country neighbours over 
perceived injustices, and Albion fans 
could be forgiven for thinking the same. 

Maybe, referee Chris Foy’s aberration 
was influenced by all those years of bully¬ 
ing and intimidation of officials directed 
from the manager’s office at Old Trafford; 
send a United player off at the peril of 
what may be directed at you in the media 
by a manager who is allowed to operate 
under a different code of conduct to his 
rivals. 

If Sir Alex Ferguson’s brooding pres¬ 
ence and ability to make trouble for offi¬ 
cials was a factor, Foy should not have 
worried because this was one decision 
even Fergie admitted United were fortu¬ 
nate to survive. 

“Gary was lucky to stay on,” he said. “It 
was a penalty. At first I thought he had got 
a touch but, when I saw it again, he was 
lucky.” 

Unfortunately, sympathy for Albion 
was later strained when Jerome Thomas 
induced a trip from Rio Ferdinand to 
secure a spot-kick which Peter 
Odemwingie dragged wide even as Albion 


fans were wondering whether either Chris 
Brunt or Graham Dorrans would not have 
been more sure-footed takers. 

United, having been pegged back by a 
waspish James Morrison strike which 
cancelled out a fairly tamely-conceded 
opener by Wayne Rooney, do not look gift 
horses in the mouth. 

Taking their momentum from that let- 
off, they duly won the game with a rare 
flurry of pressure which induced sufficient 
confusion in Albion’s defence for substi¬ 
tute Javier Hernandez to head home 
unmarked from six yards. 

This goal provoked some furious argu¬ 
ments among Di Matteo’s players. A 
raging Brunt appeared to blame Soman 
Tchoyi; Paul Scharner and Scott Carson 
were locked in a heated exchange. Good. 

Healthy 

Albion need this kind of healthy venom 
to drag themselves out of this slump and 
ensure they do not lapse into self pity. 

But, most of all, they — players and sup¬ 
porters - need to keep the faith. That’s 
become something of an over-used football 
cliche but, in Albion’s case, it resonates 
perfectly. 

They must believe theirs is still the 
right way to go, that they will get vital 
players back from injury and suspension, 
that Di Matteo will find the extra striker 
he requires this month and that, in Morri¬ 
son and Dorrans, the team has match¬ 
winning players finally coming on to their 
game. 

Albion’s position looks perilous and cer¬ 
tainly allows no room for complacency. 
But they are too good to go down. 

The Baggies faced another massive test 
after The Chronicle went to Press on 
Tuesday with a six-pointer at Craven 
Cottage against Fulham in front of the 
Sky TV cameras. 

Reports on festive fixtures - 

see page 51 


TALKING POINT 


CAN ALBION COPE WITH 
THEIR -DEFENSIVE CRISIS? 

As if the Baggies were not in enough 
trouble at the back before the 
weekend, their problems deepened on 
Saturday with two more men limping 
off injured. 

Pablo Ibanez and Steven Reid will 
both miss tomorrow’s trip to Fulham, 
where the sidelined Jonas Olsson will 
still be unavailable and Gabriel Tamas 
absent through suspension. 

Chile’s Gonzalo Jara is back from his 
own ban and he could find himself 
pressed into action in his international 
position of centre-back. 

But with Abdoulaye Meite totally 
out of favour and form, Albion are 
stretched to the limit at the back. 


Next two games... 


READING <A) SATURDAY 
(FAC 3) 

Last season’s fiery FA Cup tie 
between the Baggies at the Royals will 
add extra spice to this year’s third- 
round clash. Expect the squad to be 
used to its full. 

BLACKPOOL <H) «JAN 15 

Revenge will be in the Baggies’ 
minds when the Seasiders arrive at 
The Hawthorns looking to repeat their 
controversial win over nine-man 
Albion at Bloomfield Road. 


The Sandwell and Great Barr 
Chronicle, a Midland News Associa¬ 
tion Ltd publication, printed by the 
company at Ketiey, Telford. 
Thursday, January 6, 2011. 
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School leavers can earn while they learnl 
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IT careers start here 

Our IT courses are designed 1o qualify you for work, set you 
up for your own business* or send you on to university. 
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lfOjftr:Curl 


laialRacrfcfi 


We're building for your 

Tire West Midlands will have a brand new college in 2011. when pandwef College moves to a striking 

modtm building in V£st Bnoii|wrich. ^p to 10,000 full and pert-time students will be able to study in the 

nyj,.using the state-of-the-art facilities. 
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